
      Superintendent’s Office 
September 23, 2020 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

That rain that we were wishing for at this time last week has arrived.  I am not excited about 
the wind that is coming with it, but the rain is refreshing.  Some things we can always count 
on!  Please remember to drive carefully as we head into fall and remind all of our student 
drivers to use caution and avoid distractions.  Inclement weather including power outages 
that may impact onsite programs and/or remote learning will be messaged through our 
alert system on our website.   

It was a celebration to have students on campus for some of our CTE classes that require 
learning in our labs and shops.  Our reopening team is working collaboratively under the 
guidance of the Whatcom County Health Department and Decision Tree Provision for In 
Person Learning to bring small groups of students back to school for 
learning https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-
K12schools.pdf.  This will be a phase in approach to meet the needs of our students while 
keeping the health and safety of everyone at the forefront.  Monday we will look forward to 
seeing some of our preschool students and some of our Intensive Learning Center students 
at Harmony.  

Hotspots continue to be distributed to families with connectivity challenges.  Once we get 
one distributed to each family in need, we will assess the need for additional hotspots in 
homes with more than one student.  Please share feedback on how this is working.  We are 
doing our best to help all families, and we know there may be a need to open up areas in 
our schools for students to work remotely under supervision.   

YMCA childcare begins at Harmony Elementary on Monday.  Visit the YMCA website 
at https://www.whatcomymca.org/ys-kids for more information.  Students will experience 
academic support, activities, mentorship, and meals at a very low cost thanks to community 
support and CARES Act funds.  There are several part-time and full-time slots remaining. 

Athletic Director, Coach Ron Lepper, and I are working on getting a plan approved to 
provide off season practice for high school athletics.  It is important to be proactive about 
turning in forms for participation. This is to prepare for the modified seasons which are as 
follows: 

• December 28 to February 28:  Girls and Boys Basketball and Wrestling 
• March 3 to May 2:  Football (pre-practice starts February 17), Volleyball, Cross 

Country, Girls Soccer, Cheerleading 
• May 3 to June 27:  Fastpitch Softball, Track & Field, Baseball, Golf, Boys Soccer 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf
https://www.whatcomymca.org/ys-kids


Junior High Sports timelines are to be determined but will not begin prior to December 28th.   

Thanks for all you are doing to support Mount Baker students!  The “Power of Baker” will 
see us through because we are a strong, resilient, and caring community!   You are welcome 
to contact me at 360-617-4600 or msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
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