
 

 

 

FAQs 

Q: Why is Springfield Re-4 School District considering a bond measure? 

A: Our District has been awarded a BEST grant for 2020, the Board of Education must seek a 

bond measure on the 2020 November ballot for the $5.99M (15% match) required by the 

Colorado Department of Education to receive the BEST grant to help fund renovations and an 

addition to the current Springfield JH/HS. 

Q: When was the last time Springfield Re-4 School District asked the voters to approve a 

bond? 

A: In 1971, voters approved a bond to add the Junior High wing to the High School. It has been 

nearly 50 years since Springfield Residents have been asked to invest in their schools with 

additional bond money. 

Q: What will the bond pay for? 

A: The bond would fund $5.99M (15% match) required by the Colorado Department of 

Education to receive the BEST grant to replace the Elementary and Pre-School buildings and 

upgrade systems and safety at the JH/HS. This money will bring all students into one facility and 

will feature new common spaces such as the cafeteria, band room and library that would be 

located at the middle of the campus for easy access for grades PK-12. 

Q: Will my property taxes triple with this bond? 

A: No. For a $100,000 residential property, the owner will see an increase of approximately 

$9.56 per month/$114.72 annually or LESS for those who qualify for the Homestead Exemption. 

There are charts calculating approximate tax increases for residential, agricultural and 

commercial properties.  Please see these charts to get a more detailed response. 

Q: What is the Homestead Exemption? 

A: Some residential property owners may be able to take advantage of the state-funded 

“Homestead Exemption,” in which the state pays 50% of the property tax increase. The 

following are qualifying requirements: 

 Residents must be over 65 years of age;  

 Residents must have lived at their residence for at least 10 years;  

 Residents must use the property as their PRIMARY residence;  



 The State must continue to fund the Homestead Exemption. 

Q: Why not just remodel and repair our existing buildings? 

A: Over 3 years ago the Springfield School District employed a consulting firm to conduct a 

needs assessment and help prioritize repairs to the aging campus facilities.  The resulting report 

identified a number of immediate needs district wide, but especially alarming was the elementary 

school.   

The problems included a new roof, foundation issues due to improper drainage, and all major 

systems were beyond the end of their expected life (electrical, plumbing, heating and air).  The 

total cost of the immediate needs at that time were over $11 million which would require a 

funding source from outside the district.  This is despite continual repairs every year.  Any kind 

of remodeling would also incur a large cost for asbestos abatement before any construction or 

remodeling could take place.  

The cost of any remodeling in the Elementary would be greatly impacted by the requirement we 

abate any asbestos in that area.  We cannot even drill a hole in the wall to hang a new chalkboard 

without taking major steps and dealing with the added expense.   

Because of the good stewardship of Springfield Schools, a number of our facilities have simply 

lived beyond their useful lifespan. The building committee was faced with a choice to repair our 

outdated facility, or begin work on a plan to replace it with a new facility.  

Q: Will the JH/HS building be replaced? 

A: No. However, along with the current remodeling taking place, the building will have all new 

major systems (electrical, plumbing, heating and air) windows will be replaced and new common 

areas such as the cafeteria, and band room will be replaced and incorporated into the main 

structure of the building. The district offices will likely be built on the end of the JH wing where 

the new PK-5 building will be attached. 

Q: What are the advantages of building a new facility as opposed to repairing/restoring our 

current buildings? 

A: The cost to Springfield taxpayers to repair current facilities was estimated at over $11 million 

by a third party contractor for the immediate needs alone. Plus, when you factor in long-term 

cost savings (e.g., utilities) and the benefits of a new building that will serve the community for 

generations to come, the advantages of rebuilding over repairing are clear.  

Q: What are the advantages of having Preschool through 12th grade under the same roof? 

A: Research shows that programs and services delivered with a comprehensive, coordinated 

approach from preschool to primary school lead to better child outcomes. Safety will be 

improved as entry points can be limited and monitored. Utility usage will improve with more 

efficiently built buildings, improved mechanical systems and decreased square footage. 



 

 

Q: What are the District’s priorities in the design and construction of a new PK-5 school? 

A: It was determined that a number of problems within the campus could be solved with a 

successful Best Grant campaign.   

 All of the instructional buildings could be consolidated into a single structure.  

 A centralized drop-off and pick-up location could be established off the street to improve 

safety.  

 The overall square footage could be reduced to improve efficiency.  

 The sound structure of the high School could be upgraded to a 21st century learning 

environment.  

 The number of access points to the building could be reduced and those access points 

could be controlled remotely. 

 To couple aesthetics with practicality to ensure building’s functionality and durability.  

The design must be sensitive to our unique problems and needs. 

 To create a design that offers spaces to enhance learning and raises the sights of those 

who work and study in them.  

 The new facility would continue the proud traditions of Springfield Schools. 

Q: When would the new PK-5 school open? 

A: A new PK–5 school could open as soon as the 2023–2024 school year. 

Q:  Why doesn’t the school use a sales tax to fund the match needed? 

There are only two states that allow school districts to levy sales taxes for operations and capital 

construction projects.  Colorado is not one of them. 

Q:  Will there be any benefits to the community while the construction is going on? 

A:  Besides the huge benefits 4A would bring Springfield School District for students and 

teachers alike, the project would provide a two to three year boost in economic activity for the 

community.  Restaurants, hotels/rental properties, car washes grocery stores, etc. would all 

benefit from the construction crews involved in the project, bringing much needed revenue to the 

community. 

 

Q: Will the building project use local contractors and labor? 



A:  The identification and recruitment of local contractors/subcontractors, material suppliers, 

vendors and laborers is a priority of Springfield School District (SSD).  It’s important to 

understand that SSD will hold a single prime contract with a General Contractor and all 

downstream contracts will be held by the General Contractor.  Part of the General Contractor 

selection process will include a review of the approach to engage local business in the project.  

Our Owner’s Representative explains that in most cases, the General Contractor will host job 

fairs and actively recruits locals to participate. This can include local tradespeople and laborers 

to supplement the larger crews that have the necessary insurance, financial capacity, safety 

programs and capacity for a project of this size.  There may also be joint venture opportunities 

for local firms to provide specific portions of the work that are appropriate for their capabilities. 

For example, a local plumber may team up with a larger plumbing contractor to provide and 

install all the plumbing fixtures, but the larger plumbing contractor would perform all the 

underground piping, internal distribution piping for the building, boilers, water heaters, pumps, 

etc.  If the project is fully funded the General Contractor selection process will begin in 

February/March 2021 

Q: Has Springfield School District ever received a BEST Grant before? 

A: The current safety and security upgrades at the high school have been funded through a BEST 

Grant.  The $900 thousand project consists of new controlled access entrances, new fire alarm 

system, safety improvements in the science lab, and a new intercom system.  The matching funds 

for this grant were provided by the district.  During the interview process for the safety and 

security grant, it was suggested by the BEST Grant committee that a more robust plan could 

address all of the campus needs. 

Q: How does the community benefit from an investment in schools? 

A: According to the National Council on School Facilities, K–12 school buildings and grounds 

have an impact on our children’s educational success, the health and economic vitality of our 

communities, and the environment. Further, research shows that high-quality facilities are 

integral to ensuring equity in educational offerings and opportunities for students. 

 

https://kapost-files-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/published/56f1a45a1458ec29a0000037/2016-colorado-state-of-our-schools.pdf?kui=XbmVXUNQXOxvONW-AGhtHA
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