
Urgency 

 

The Springfield School District has worked to strategically stretch every dollar over the years. By allocating our money for repairs and 

focusing on necessary maintenance we have been able to keep our facilities operational. but these patches cannot provide the necessary 

safety precautions, technology or modern learning environment that the 21st Century requires. The unfortunate reality is that, without the 

assistance of a BEST Grant. SSD does not have the financial resources to provide our community with a lasting solution. 

Building and site deficiencies throughout the district have been identified by experts as operating beyond the critical threshold and requiring 

immediate action. The elementary school has undergone virtually no capital improvements in 30 years and is running on building systems 

that are original to the facility. The layout and age of this facilities prohibits installation of modern systems and due to the presence of 

asbestos, vital safety and modernization improvements cannot be made without significant abatement work. Site-wide, many of our facilities 

were constructed with residential construction techniques and materials with the intention of education while others are industrial in nature 

and are incapable of supporting modern learning. The critical condition of our facilities and building systems (HVAC, fire safety, public 

address, plumbing etc.) would be justification enough for the urgency of improvements. When these deficiencies are considered collectively 

with the disjointed configuration of our campus and the lack of secure outdoor travel, the necessity of a campus consolidation and renovation 

is irrefutable. 

Under current conditions, the District will continue to operate the existing facilities with maintenance dollars available. Due to the cost of 

abatement major improvements to life safety systems, mechanical and electrical systems are not achievable. Based on the Districts limited 

bonding Capacity, major upgrades to these systems would require multiple bonds over the next decade to address these critical systems. It is 

only because of the Dittricts relationship with the state, local building and fire officials the SSD has been fortunate to continue to operate these 

facilities even when not compliant with life safety requirements. 

If SSD receives a BEST Grant we are confident that the Town of Springfield will approve a matching bond in November 2020. We were 

fortunate to receive a BEST Grant for Safety and Security upgrades primarily at the Jr./Sr. High School last year. Our community has already 

realized the positive impacts of these upgrades on the improvement of student and staff safety. In receiving a BEST Grant for Campus 

Consolidation and Renovation this year we will be able to leverage the knowledge that we have gained through the master planning process 

and subsequent BEST grant for safety improvements at the middle high school to successful pass a matching bond. With any delay we risk 

losing the benefit of the momentum that we have already generated from the positive community outlook towards supporting our district. 

We have worked diligently to understand the state of our district facilities, source information from experts and insight from the community and 

have created a plan that is strategic, financially responsible arid most importantly. places the well-being of our students as a priority. 

Consolidating the freestanding facilities throughout campus with the existing Jr./Sr. High School will address the multitude of building system, 

health, safety and security issues that SSD is currently enduring. If we receive a BEST Grant to fund this important construction project, out 

students, staff and community will no longer have to be exposed to unsafe and unhealthy and outdated learning environments, rather, 

students will be enabled to succeed because of the learning environment that they, their teachers and families, enter, with pride, every day. 

 


