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I want to begin with a HUGE thank you to our Midkota students, parents, staff, and community. These past few months 
have been anything but easy for anyone, but we feel incredibly fortunate to be surrounded by a supportive community 
that has stepped up to do what we have all been asked to do. I appreciate you and value this caring community of 
which I have been blessed to become a part.   

 

As I write this article, our school district is in level Green B of our Health and Safety Plan. You can access this plan here: 
https://bit.ly/2FWzciR . We have had such a wonderful group of people volunteering their time and insights for our 
health and safety planning team. These decisions and plans are hard to think about and implement, but together we 
are getting the job done. We have all been so thrilled to be back in school after such a long break and too much isola-
tion. It’s not ideal, and we are all making sacrifices to make it happen, but we feel it is worth it to continue to stay in 
school. We have a few students still out in quarantine, but hope to have everyone back and healthy the first week or 
two in October. We are all learning to roll with these changes and be more flexible than ever.   

 

We are grateful to the USDA for providing funds to continue free meals for all of our students through December. How-
ever, the caveat is that some of our federal funding is tied to the free and reduced forms that we ask you all to fill out 
every year. We are asking this year that everyone fill out this form for your family in order to ensure that we do not 
experience a reduction in funding. With all of the changes, employment and farming losses, there is a very good chance 
that many of our families will be able to receive free or reduced meals when the USDA funding runs out, with the dou-
ble benefit of helping out our school district. Please fill out the free and reduced form, even if you do not believe your 
family will qualify, located on our website under “documents”, then click “Student Documents” and here you will find 
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Extended Day Program 

By: Ms. Larson

The extended day program started September 14th.  Thee kiddos and Ms. Lar-

son (me) are having a blast. The program runs Monday, Tuesday and Thurs-

days.  It has a before school program on those days from 7am until 8:15 am and 

after school program from 3:15 (after dismissal) until 5 pm. 

The primary goal of the program is to enhance 21st century skills. Those skills 

include STEAM, writing, reading and college readiness. The main way this hap-

pens through the program is through STEAM projects and Project Based Learn-

ing. There is also homework support for the kiddos too. 

We have done a few engineering projects so far and they are going well. We have 

a great group of problem solvers. One of the activities was to solve a problem. 

Plan a solution, draw their solution and label its parts. Then they had to build it 

and test it out  

If your kiddo is interested in attending, please fill out an application and enroll 

them. They do not need to attend everyday if there are other commitments, but it 

would sure be a great learning experience. 

October is College Application Month! 

By Mrs. Brandt 

October 1 -October 31, 2020 is Bank of North Dakota College Application Month 

During the entire month of October, seniors will be able to apply to one North Dakota college or university and 

the Bank of North Dakota will pay the $35.00 application fee for them.  A code will be distributed to seniors 

through TEAMs by October 1. 

Please note, the BND will monitor the use of the college application month code.  Any student who uses the 

code more than once will be responsible to pay for the additional application fees.  The BND only pays the ap-

plication fee for one college. 

If your student attended a virtual career fair in September and created a username and password, you can use 

that same username and password to create an account for College Application Month.  

Please keep in mind that the student is not obligated to attend this college or university should the change 

their mind later.  If your student would like to apply to more than one school on College Application Month , 

they will need access to a credit card to pay their fees. 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

 By Mrs. Brandt 

The senior class may begin their FAFSA applications on October 1st at https://

studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa.  Students will also need to apply for their FSA-ID; 

you will need this ID to complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA).   The FAFSA is an important step in the financial aid process.  You could be 

eligible for scholarships, grants and federal loans.  To get your FSA-ID go to 

www.fsaid.ed.gov .   4
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Juanita Wonders 
By: Mrs. Topp 

The 6th graders embarked on a new adventure for their Eco Ed field trip at Juanita Lake. First 

up, we went for a hike on the rangeland to identify grasses, forbes, and legumes. Suddenly, a critter 

scuttled off in the distance.  It turned out to be a badger! What a way to encounter wildlife! Fortunate-

ly, no children (or adults) were harmed on our adventurous hiking experience. We learned that leg-

umes fix nitrogen in the soil.  

Our next station was Agronomy. We learned that an acre is equal to the size of a football 

field. ND is the leading state in soybeans. We got to do an activity where we filled water bottles with 

various ND crops--millet, corn, sunflower seeds, and more. 

Then we learned about Wetlands and Wildlife. Weasels turn white in the winter, whereas minks do not.  Some wet-

lands hold water year-round. A wetland does not necessarily have sitting water. Everyone lives in a watershed--with or with-

out water! ND wildlife consists of mountain lions, otters, coyotes, racoons, foxes, badgers, and more.  

The number of rings on a tree reveals the tree's age. The spacing on a tree ring depends on weather factors--water, etc. 

We also learned at the Woodlands station that the California Redwood can be 30' in diameter. You check a tree's leaves first 

to identify it. The boxelder maple tree is the only native maple tree in ND.   

Water Quality station unfortunately revealed the filth of 

our water. The most amount of water we use daily is from 

flushing the toilet. On average, each person uses 80 gallons of 

water a day.   

Our last station was Soils. Soil contains salt, which 

bubbles when you check its salinity. Clay soil holds the most 

water. We viewed soil samples from a field and from a pasture.   

One soil sample was more compact than the other. 

Sam Ting immigrated from Norway to share his weasel 

family knowledge. He sang us a rap song. Otters have webbed 

feet, their coat is waterproof, they can plug their ears underwa-

ter, they have a layer of fat to help keep them warm.   

4th Grade News 

By: Ms. Larson 

We are having an amazing year in Fourth grade so far. We have spent time traveling 

the USA and made it to a few different states so far. The kiddos are sending postcards 

to other classes telling them why they should visit those states and sending them 

home too!   We have been working hard on reviewing math particularly multiplication 

and division. The kiddos are doing a great job. We use a few different aps to help prac-

tice those facts and we have games and manipulatives new will be using too. We have 

played a spinner math game to practice our math facts and the kiddos rocked it!  Our 

class is so excited about STEAM activities and coding. The kiddos are making great 

use of the items the Spark Grant helped fund for our room. In fact, they work so hard 

to get extra opportunities to use the materials.  

Attention! 
If you happen to travel anywhere or have family in other states or countries can you have them send my fourth graders a 

postcard or letter? We travel the USA to start the year and visit other counties over the holidays. They love getting let-

ters and postcards from new places. Please send them to  

Fourth Grade 

PO BOX 38 

Binford, ND 58416 5
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