
Guidance for 
Parents: 

Testing at Home

Paris School District



Topics of Discussion
▸ Purpose of Assessment 

▸ Technology requirements

▹ Finding the test

▹ Logins/Passwords

▸ Best testing environment

▸ Test security

▸ Troubleshooting tips

▸ Technical support
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Purpose of 
Assessment 1



Doctor/Check-up =Teacher/Assessment  
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Purpose of the Assessment 

How is it NOT used? 

➢ The results are NOT used as grades

➢ The score does not determine 
whether a student passes or fails a 
grade level. 

➢ The scores are not used to evaluate 
your child’s district, school, or 
teacher.

Purpose: 

The entire purpose of this assessment (K-2, 3-8) is to help teachers understand 
where students are academically so they can make good instructional decisions.  
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How IS it used?

➢ Teachers review the results 
for each child and plan 
instructional supports
based on the results. 

➢ Teachers review class results 
and plan instruction for the 
small groups or the entire 
class. 



How is this test different from other 
assessments? 

NWEA Map
➢ This is a COMPUTER-ADAPTIVE test.  

○ The test engine adapts based on the student’s correct 
or incorrect answers
■ Correct answer = increases difficulty of questions
■ Incorrect answer = decreases difficulty of 

questions 
○ Not a test of mastery

■ The tests are intentionally designed for students 
to answer approximately half of the test items 
correctly.  

■ Questions given are above and below the 
predicted academic level to determine the 
student’s true level.

Other Types of Assessments

➢ Criterion-referenced - students 
are tested on a fixed set of 
items/standards. 

➢ Norm-referenced - compares a 
student’s performance against an 
average norm group.  

➢ Summative - measures knowledge 
at the end of a year or a semester.
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Technology 
Requirements 2



What do I need in order for 
my child to assess at home ?

➢ Digital device (not a cell phone)

➢ Web cam (internal/external)  -
recommended (not required)

➢ Microphone (internal/external) 
- recommended (not required)

➢ Login and Password (not 
shared by email)
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Where do I find the test? 
Student turns on computer (Do not login)

Go to the bottom left side of the screen

Click the app waffle

Click NWEA Secure Testing
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Logins and 
Passwords

Mrs. Lakaen Schluterman will contact you with 
login information and your password. If you 
need more information or have questions, 
please contact Mrs. Schluterman at 
479.774.2112.

Please DO NOT SHARE the login and password 
information.

You can only use the login and password on the 
scheduled day you speak with Mrs. 
Schluterman.
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Log-in and Log-off
Logging in to the test site: Logging off and next steps:

A little puppy dog shows up 
and the screen and follow 
the prompts to end the test.

11



Best Testing Environment

Quiet Area 

Students should have a quiet 
area away from 

noise and distractions
such as the TV. 

Good Lighting

Make sure the student has a 
well-lit area. Check the 

computer brightness and for 
glares on the 

computer screen.

Comfortable Seating 

Most students perform their 
best when seated at a table 

with an appropriately 
sized chair. 

Morning/Early Afternoon

Research tells us students 
perform better academically 

in the morning or early 
afternoon.

Physically Ready

Research tells us that 
students perform better 
after a good night’s rest 

and a good breakfast.

Emotionally Ready  

A student who is less 
anxious will always perform 

better academically.  
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Easing Test Anxiety

Prepare the device the day 
before the assessment 

➢ Locate the testing app, click the waffle, and 
choose NWEA Secure Testing.

➢ Does your student know how to access the 
test?

➢ Do you have log-in and password 
information?

Test Anxiety: 

Physical symptoms and emotional reactions that interfere with your student’s 

ability to perform well on tests
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Have a conversation

➢ Explain the purpose of the 
test.  

➢ Tell the student that he/she is  
NOT expected to  know the all 
of the answers 

➢ Assure the student that it is 
not used for a grade.  



Test Security

What?

Why?



Test Security
What is test security?

Protecting and 
maintaining the contents 

of the assessment.  

Why is test security 
important?

Protecting and maintaining 
the contents of the 

assessment, allows the 
results to be valid and 

trusted.

Valid results allow teachers 
to make the best 

instructional decisions 
possible for their students. 
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Test Security 
Agreement

What is the purpose of the test security 
agreement? 

➢ To provide information to the 
parent/guardian regarding general 
testing expectations. 

➢ A list of actions for parents to follow in 
order to protect the security of the 
assessment and the integrity of your 
child’s test results.
○ This goes back to the purpose of 

the assessment--that it is being 
used as an instructional tool for 
teachers.
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THANKS!
Any questions?


