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Dear Rivercrest Community,  

Rivercrest has experienced three positive cases of COVID-19 in the District in the past two weeks.   While 

this is not great news, it is the reality of the world that we live in right now.  Because of these cases, we 

have put new practices in place that help us identify, and quarantine, students and staff who have a high 

risk of contracting the virus from an individual who has tested positive.    

The information below is intended to help explain the processes that we use to identify these 

individuals.  

What happens to the individual that tested positive for COVID-19?  

The person that tested positive for COVID-19 is required to quarantine for 10 days past the day 

that they had their first symptom.   After a 10-day quarantine, the individual is allowed to return 

to school as long as they are fever free for 24 hours without medication, and their symptoms 

have improved.  

  

What is “close contact”?  

A “close contact” is a person who has a high risk of being infected by a person who tested 

positive for COVID-19 because of his/her proximity to the infected person.  

  

“Close contact” is considered being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes with a 

person who has tested positive for COVID-19.  A cumulative duration means that they do not 

have to be within 6 feet for 15 minutes at one time, but if they have been within 6 feet for 

several times through the day and those add up to 15 minutes, then the individual is 

determined to have had “close contact”.  

  

How are close contacts identified?  

When the school is notified of a student/staff that has tested positive for COVID-19, we must 

identify all “close contacts” to that person.  

  

The school must go back 48 hours previous to the first symptom of the person who eventually 

tested positive and identify all individuals who had “close contact” with that person.  So, if a  

person became symptomatic on Thursday during lunch period, went home, and eventually 

tested positive, the school would have to go back to Tuesday during lunch period and identify 

every person that was in “close contact” with the positive person from that time until Thursday 

when the positive person left the campus.  These individuals all would be required to quarantine 

for 14 days past their last exposure to the person who tested positive unless both parties were 

wearing a mask during the time they were in close contact.    
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How long are “close contacts” required to quarantine?  

Individuals determined to be at high-risk due to “close contact” with a person who has been lab 

confirmed with COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 days past their last exposure to the infected 

person.  

A “high risk” person can develop symptoms for up to 14 days after being exposed to someone 

who is tested positive, so they must quarantine for 14 days pasts their last exposure to that 

individual.    

  

How can a person reduce their chance of being a “close contact”?  

  There are two main ways that a person can reduce the chances of being a “close contact”.    

1. Socially distancing (maintaining at least 6 feet between you and others) Schools 

were not designed for students to socially distance so, although it is possible in 

some areas of the school, it is not possible in all areas.    

2. Wearing a face covering or mask  

It is possible to wear a mask in all areas of the school, so a face covering, or 

mask should be worn when you are not able to maintain a distance of 6 feet 

from others.  

  

How does wearing a mask reduce the chances of being a “close contact” to an infected person? 

Wearing a mask or face covering reduces the spread of COVID-19.   The more people that are 

wearing a mask, the less likely that the virus will be spread.  

  

High Risk  

  

If neither the infected person, or the uninfected person who was in close contact 

with them are wearing a mask, then the uninfected person is considered high 

risk for exposure and will be required to quarantine.  

Medium Risk  

  

If the infected person is not wearing a mask, then anyone who is in close contact 

with them will be considered medium risk for exposure and will be required to 

quarantine, even if the uninfected person was wearing a mask.  

Medium Risk  

  

If the infected person was wearing a mask, but the uninfected person that was 

in close contact was not wearing a mask, then the uninfected person is at risk for 

exposure and will be required to quarantine.  

Low Risk  If both the infected person, and the uninfected person that was in close contact,  

are wearing a mask, they are considered low risk of exposure.  The uninfected 

person will not be required to quarantine.  
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Mask Example  

• Wednesday in English class, Joe sat at his desk with Laney at a desk on his left side and Ryan at a 

desk on his right side.  Faith sat in a desk in front of Joe.  The desks were all 4 feet away from 

each other.  

• Joe and Laney had on masks, but Faith and Ryan did not.  

• Joe tests positive for COVID on Thursday.    

• Because they were within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes, Laney, Faith and Ryan all are 

considered to be in “close contact” with Joe. 

• Even though Joe was masked, Faith and Ryan will be required to quarantine for 14 days, 

because they were not masked,  

• Laney will not be required to quarantine, because she, and the person who tested positive (Joe), 

had on a mask.  

  

How will I know if I am considered “close contact” and required to quarantine? 

The school will personally notify all students and staff who are required to quarantine due to 

“close contact” and will give direction on when they are able to return to school and how to 

transition to online learning during their quarantine.  

  

  

This information is intended to answer questions that you may have about how, and why, students 

and/or staff are quarantined if we have a positive case in the school, and possibly what you can do to 

prevent being considered a “close contact” and being required to quarantine.  Ultimately, our purpose is 

to prevent our students, staff, and community from becoming infected with COVID-19.  

  

Please call or email if you have any questions or concerns.  

  

  

Thank You,  

  

Stanley Jessee  

Superintendent Rivercrest 

ISD  

sjessee@rivercrestisd.net  

903-632-5205  


