
Somonauk CUSD 432
Return to Learn Plan*

2020-21

* All plans outlined within are effective as of September 21, 2020 and are subject to change upon 
further guidance from local, state, or federal agencies.



Return to School: Highlights from last meeting

Our ultimate goal is for all students to return back to full attendance.  

We must monitor all health department guidelines.  

First step would be hybrid model and eventually return back to full attendance.  

We will use the end of grading periods (October 23) as a benchmark for returning.  



ISBE guidance

On July 23, 2020 ISBE released its Fall 2020 Learning Recommendations.

We strongly encourage prioritizing in-person learning for students with 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), English Learners (ELs), and 

students under the age of 13. ~p. 6 



Getting kids back

● The younger the student, the more support from parents is needed for 
behavior, attention, tech issues,  emotions, reading, etc.

● Age of student proportional to independence
● No one has worked harder than our teachers, parents and kids in the remote 

setting.
● Return on that investment is increased significantly with face time with 

teachers



The Distinctiveness of the HS 
● Somonauk High School is required to provide an educational program that 

meets ISBE and district guidelines in regards to required credits towards 
graduation.   SHS students must complete 25.0 credits to earn their diploma.

● Students at other educational levels such as middle or elementary school, do 
not have these same requirements. 

● High schools must manage student learning through both course standards 
proficiency and credit accrual.  

● With students potentially shifting educational models/platforms, due to 
COVID concerns, this may cause fidelity conflicts with grading and credit 
accrual.



The Distinctiveness of the HS 

● Ending our educational model at the end of the quarter,  as a potential time when 
shifts could occur, will allow us to maintain consistent grading and credit recording.  

● When elective classes do not match-up fully, two quarter classes may be a substitute 
for semester credit, example: Driver’s Education with Lifetime or Computer 
Applications.

● Quarters must be a certain length to ensure that there are an appropriate number of 
instructional hours to comply with ISBE/Secretary of State requirements.

● At older grade levels high school students in and out of instructional delivery models 
may cause learning gaps, high school students have less time to fill those gaps prior 
to high stakes exams (SAT, PSAT/NMSQT,AP)



Back to in-person learning
September 29: JRW Blue students

September 30: JRW Gold students

October 1: JRW/SMS Blue (5th grade only) students

October 2: JRW/SMS Gold (5th grade only) students

October 6: JRW/SMS Blue (all) students

October 7: JRW/ SMS Gold (all)students

October 27: All Blue students

October 28: All Gold students



Blue-Gold Hybrid schedule

● Students will follow the original Blue-Gold schedule that was established this 
summer

● Some students who require additional support identified as “silver” may attend 
every day



Frequently asked questions

If a student is sent home sick with suspected COVID-19 symptoms (e.g., cough, 
fever, diarrhea,shortness of breath, etc.), must all their siblings/household members 
be sent home as well and quarantined for 14 calendar days? 

Yes, if one of the household members is being evaluated for COVID-19, the rest of 
the household must be quarantined until an alternative diagnosis is made or 
negative result received.



Frequently asked questions

What triggers a school closure/return to remote learning?

A school closure is a local decision that is made in conjunction with the LHD.  
There is no specific trigger that would cause the automatic closure of a school.  
Some factors that could contribute to a closure would be: an outbreak in multiple 
classrooms, too many staff members under quarantine, or a statewide shutdown 
from the governor.



Frequently asked questions

What is the definition of an outbreak in schools?

Two confirmed cases of COVID-19 infections occurring within 14 calendar days of 
each other in individuals in the same classroom would meet the case definition for 
an outbreak. This is because the cases would be epidemiologically linked (known 
exposure to) with respect to place (same classroom)  and time (within 14 calendar 
days). This would prompt an investigation by the LHD that may result in 
recommendations for testing and quarantining all students/staff in the affected 
classroom.



Frequently asked questions

If there is a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 within a school, what are the 
recommendations for school closure?

Decisions for temporary closure of a school will be made by school leaders in 
consultation with the LHD during its investigation of a case or cluster of cases. If 
the LHD determines that there is a risk to the school community, the school may 
be closed temporarily for cleaning and disinfection. This initial short term 
dismissal allows time for the local health officials to gain a better understanding of 
the COVID-19 situation impacting the school. This also allows the local health 
officials to help the school determine appropriate next steps, including whether an 
extended dismissal duration is needed to stop or slow further spread of 
COVID-19.



Frequently asked questions
If a COVID-19 case is identified in a classroom, or on a school bus, who will be 
considered close contacts that need to be quarantined for 14 calendar days? Will 
this include the entire classroom or all the students on the bus?

Exposure in a classroom should be limited to everyone with whom the confirmed 
or probable COVID case had close contact, within 6 feet, for at least 15 minutes 
throughout the course of a day. Exposure on a bus must include everyone who sat 
within 6 feet of the confirmed or probable COVID case for 15 minutes or longer. A 
possible approach to identifying close contacts on a bus would be to include 
persons who sat 3 rows in front and 3 rows behind the confirmed or probable 
COVID case.



Frequently asked questions

How will cleaning be different?

There will be additional 
protocols added that exceed 
CDC guidelines.  An example of 
SMS classrooms is shared here.



Frequently asked questions

What is the primary purpose of a face covering? 

The primary purpose of a face covering is to prevent the wearer from potentially 
exposing or infecting others. To be effective, face coverings must be worn properly 
and must completely cover both the nose and mouth.  Refusal by a student to wear 
a mask will be handled like other handbook violations.



Frequently asked questions

Can face coverings be removed at certain times? 

Yes – face coverings may be temporarily removed at school: 

• When eating 

• When outdoors and physical distancing of at least 6 feet can be maintained 

• When playing a musical instrument outdoors with at least 6 feet social 
distancing 

• For staff, when alone in classrooms or offices with the door closed



Frequently asked questions



Frequently asked questions



Questions?

Jay Streicher, Superintendent  streicherj@somonauk.net

Eric Benson, HS Principal bensone@somonauk.net 

Justin Snider, MS Principal sniderj@somonauk.net

Christy Pruski, JRW Principal pruskic@somonauk.net

Tim Ulrich, Director of Student Services ulricht@somonauk.net

Elizabeth Ness, Athletic Director/Assistant Principal nesse@somonauk.net 
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