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September 22, 2020 
 
Dear Slate Valley Families,  
 
It was just announced in the Governor's Press Conference that Vermont schools will be allowed 
to operate in Stage III starting this Saturday, September 26th.   For us in Slate Valley, this means 
that beginning this weekend we will be allowing athletic contests.  Generally, speaking there are 
minimal changes between Stage II and Stage III in the school reopening guidance.   As such, in 
all other areas we will be remaining status quo for the time being.  We are doing well in no small 
part to the staff, students and community’s cooperation and we want to keep it that way.  In the 
coming days and weeks I will be sending out further communication on changes you may see 
after 2 weeks in Stage III.  
 
I know that the cross-state travel map has been frustrating for some families and I completely 
understand. Please know that as a school district we are compelled to follow requirements put 
forth by the State of Vermont. The map is now being updated on Tuesdays so families can plan 
their activities for the coming weekend.   Please note that Washington County, NY is now off the 
map.  However, Warren and Saratoga Counties in NY are still on the map so please, please plan 
your travel accordingly.  We do not want to be in a position of asking your child to remain home 
from in-person learning.  This does not benefit anyone.  If you have questions please refer to the 
website: https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel/faqs and/or call the Vermont 
Department of Health.  Also, according to the Vermont Department of Health apple picking is a 
leisure activity.  I know this was not clear to a lot of families over the weekend.  
 
Furthermore, we are so grateful for our school nurses.  They truly have borne the brunt of the 
questions and enforcement of the COVID protocols.  Please know that they must follow the 
guidelines put forth from the Vermont Department of Health and as such everyone is doing the 
best that they can in this difficult situation. 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support and cooperation during these trying times.  
 
Be well, 
 
Brooke Farrell 

https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel/faqs
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