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Student Acceptable Use Guidelines and Permission Form 
for Network, Internet, and Personal Electronic Devices 

 
Parents, please carefully read this complete document, review its contents with your son/daughter, and 
sign the Student User Agreement and Parent/Guardian Permission section at the end of this document. 

This signed agreement is kept on file at the school and is valid only for the school year in which it was 
signed. In order to rescind the agreement, the student's parent or guardian, or the student who is at least 
18 years old, must provide the Superintendent of Schools with a written request. Any questions or 
concerns about this permission form or any aspect of the computer network should be referred to the 
school's Principal. 

Network storage areas may be treated like school lockers. Administrators and/or staff may review files 
and communications to maintain system integrity and insure that users are using the system responsibly 

Users should, therefore, not expect that files stored on school servers will always be private. 

Introduction 

We are pleased to offer students of the Pocahontas School District access to the school's computer 
network resources and the Internet.  In making decisions regarding student access to the Internet, the 
Pocahontas School District considers its own stated educational mission, goals, and objectives. 
Electronic information research skills are now considered to be necessary educational skills. 

Access to the Internet enables students to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and other 
resources. The faculty of your child's school has received professional development training on how to 
blend thoughtful use of the Internet throughout the curriculum as well as how to provide guidance and 
instruction to students in its proper use. Therefore, all students in Pocahontas School District will be 
instructed in how to use the Internet safely and appropriately. As much as possible, access from school to 
Internet resources will be structured in ways which point students to those sites that have been evaluated 
prior to use. While it is our intent to make Internet access available to further educational goals and 
objectives, students may find ways to access other materials as well. We believe that the benefits of 
providing students access to the Internet, in the form of informational resources and opportunities for 
collaboration, exceed any disadvantages. To use these resources, all students must sign and return the 
attached form and must obtain parental permission. 

Purpose 

The school's goal is to keep students safe and focused on learning while allowing students the benefit of 
everything technology has to offer. If a parent wants their student to have access to the Internet or other 
technologies while at school, the parent or guardian will have to complete the Student and Guardian 
Permission Form. 

Each student who plans to participate in using any of the school’s Internet connected technologies will 
have to complete a session on Internet Safety. The school prohibits during school hours the use of any 
technology or Internet usage that does not directly contribute to the learning goals set forth by the school. 

Personal electronic devices should not be used by students during school hours. Personal electronic 
devices should not be used to violate the privacy of any other individual on the school campus. The 
school cannot be responsible for student's electronic devices or the use of the device on school property 
or damages or purchases that may occur. 
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Definitions: 

As defined in this policy, the term technology includes, but is not limited to: all computers, Chromebooks, 
printers, digital cameras, document cameras, interactive whiteboards, projectors, scanners, peripheral 
equipment; networks; Internet resources, including production of Web content, all forms of Web-based 
synchronous and asynchronous communication including electronic mail, and file transfer protocol; 
multimedia, video, laser, cable television, telephone, and fax equipment; language lab equipment; all 
software and titles, including all user files generated from the use of the resources listed herein; as well 
as the supplies used to maintain technology. 

Children's Internet Protection Act and Internet Safety 

The safety of our students is of utmost importance. Educating the students about the proper and safe use 
of the Internet is a priority. An Internet Safety curriculum is taught by the technology coaches and/or 
guidance counselors at each school.  This curriculum will address ethical use of the Internet, online safety 
and cyberbullying. 

Rules and guidelines for safe Internet use are posted near all computers where students have Internet 
access. Teachers are trained in using these rules and guidelines and are required to review them with 
their students at the beginning of the school year. 

● Pursuant to the Children's Internet Protection Act, Pocahontas School District employs filtering 

software via the Fortinet Fortigate appliance to screen Internet sites for offensive material. The 

nature of the Internet is global and dynamic. Therefore, users (and parents of minor users) must 

understand that neither the Pocahontas School District nor any district staff member controls the 

content of the information available on systems outside the district network that might be 

accessed via the Internet. 

● The safety and security of minors when using email, chat rooms and other forms of direct 

electronic communication will be monitored. 

● Unauthorized access including hacking and other unlawful activities by minors is prohibited. 

● Unauthorized disclosure, use and dissemination of personal information regarding minors is 

prohibited. 

● Pocahontas School District will educate students about appropriate online behavior and 

cyberbullying during computer orientation sessions the using resources from onguardonline.gov.  

Information will also be posted near all student accessible computers throughout the district. 

● Email, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications are prohibited unless 

temporarily allowed by a teacher or administrator in a controlled situation. 
General Internet Use 

Internet access is provided for students to conduct research, complete assignments, and communicate 
with others. Access to Internet services is given to students who agree to act in a considerate and 
responsible manner. Access is a privilege, not a right. As such, general school rules for behavior apply, 
and users must honor the agreement they have signed on the Student User Agreement section of this 
document. 

Any violations of this Acceptable Use Policy may result in a loss of access as well as other possible 
disciplinary and/or legal actions. Any disciplinary action taken will be in accordance with the Student 
Policy Handbook and at the discretion of the building principal.  Based on the acceptable use guidelines 
stated in this document, the system administrators will deem what is inappropriate and their decision is 
final. 
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Misuse of the District’s computer network includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

1. accessing the network or any other resources in the Pocahontas School District without a signed 
user agreement 

2. using the Internet for non-educational purposes 
3. sending, displaying or gaining intentional access to materials which are ' harmful to minors" as 

defined by law; 
4. sending, receiving, viewing or downloading illegal material; 
5. using the Internet for any illegal activity, including computer hacking and copyright or intellectual 

property law violations; 
6. using any form of direct electronic communication (including email, instant messaging, chat or 

social networks) unless under the direction of the instructor for a class activity directly supervised 
by a staff member; 

7. using abusive or profane language on the system; 
8. using the system to harass, insult, or verbally attack others or participating in "cyberbullying" such 

as personal attacks and/or threats on/against anyone;    
9. posting anonymous messages on the system; 
10. using encryption software; 
11. wasteful use of limited resources provided by the school including bandwidth, storage space, 

paper and ink/toner; 
12. causing congestion of the network through unauthorized use of high bandwidth applications such 

as audio/video streams or lengthy file downloads; 
13. deleting, copying, modifying or forging the data of another user; 
14. obtaining or sending information which could be used to make destructive devices such as guns, 

weapons, bombs, explosives, or fireworks; 
15. gaining or attempting to gain unauthorized access to resources or files; 
16. identifying oneself with another person's name or password or using an account or password of 

another user without proper authorization; 
17. invading idle privacy of individuals; 
18. divulging personally identifying information about himself/herself or anyone else either on the 

Internet or in an email. Personally identifying information includes full names, address, phone 
number or identifiable photo. 

19. using the network for financial or commercial gain; 
20. theft or vandalism of data, equipment, or intellectual property; 
21. hacking or attempting to gain access or gaining access to student records, grades, or files; 
22. introducing a virus to, or otherwise improperly tampering with the system; 
23. degrading or disrupting equipment or system performance; 
24. creating a web page or associating web page with the school or  school district without proper 

authorization; 
25. providing access to the District’s Internet Access to unauthorized individuals; 
26. failing to obey school or classroom Internet use rules; 
27. taking part in any activity related to Internet use which creates a clear and present danger or the 

substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the district or any of its schools 
28. damaging or modifying computers, computer systems, or computers networks; 
29. moving, deleting or altering any applications or files that belong to the system, school or other 

users; 
30. use of any software and or website designed to circumvent the district security software or 

Internet filter; or 
31. unauthorized downloading or installing of software to any district owned electronic device; 
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32. attaching a computer or device that is not the property of Pocahontas School District. 
 

Cell phones and Personal Electronic Devices 

A " personal communication device" is any device that emits an audible signal, vibrates, displays a 
message or otherwise summons or delivers a communication to the possessor. 

Teachers have the authority to permit student use of their cell phones for specific classroom lesson plans 

or projects. Students must abide by the guidelines the teacher gives for any such authorization. Students 

who fail to do so will be subject to the provisions of the student handbook governing misuse of cell 

phones. For after school activities, the use of these devices shall be at the discretion of the activity 

sponsor.  

The administration may grant a student permission to use a personal communication device at their 

discretion. 

The school system does not assume responsibility for any of these devices that may be lost, damaged, 
stolen, or confiscated. 
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Pocahontas School District 
User Agreement and Parent Permission Form 

for Network, Internet, Cell Phone, and Personal Electronic Devices 
 
The Acceptable Use Policy for Pocahontas School District  is approved by the Pocahontas School District 
Board of Education. The policy and records of violations are reviewed by technology staff and 
administrators periodically during the school year and annually each June. 

The Pocahontas School District makes no warranties of any kind, neither expressed nor implied, for the 
Internet access it is providing. The district will not be responsible for: 

● loss of data resulting from delays or interruptions in service 
● the accuracy, nature, or quality of information stored on storage devices 
● the accuracy, nature, or quality of information gathered through school-provided Internet access 
● unauthorized financial obligations resulting from district-provided access to the Internet. 

 
SECTION I: Student User Agreement 

As a user of the Pocahontas School District's computer network and Internet connectivity, I hereby agree 
to comply with the statements and expectations outlined in this document and to honor all relevant laws 
and restrictions. 

 

Student’s printed name: ______________________________________ 

Student's signature: ______________________________________ 

Year of Graduation: _______________ 

Date signed:  ______________________________________ 

 

SECTION II: Parent/Guardian Permission 

I understand that individuals and families may be held liable for violations. I understand that some 
materials on the Internet may be objectionable and that, even though the Pocahontas School District uses 
a filtering system to block as many of these sites as possible, no filtering system is capable of blocking 
100% of the inappropriate material available on the Internet. I hereby give permission for my child to use 
the Internet and programs provided by the school system for educational purposes. 

 

Parent/Guardian's signature: _____________________________________ 

 

Date signed:   _____________________________________ 

 


