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Frenchtown School Board of Trustees Meeting 

April 29, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Middle School Shared Project Area 

Public Meeting Available through Zoom Online Platform 

 

I. Call to Order: The Special School Board Meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Chair Debbie Lester 

attending electronically via Zoom.  Trustees Jami Romney FitzGerald, Bryce Simpson and Teresa Teagle 

were in attendance.  Trustees Marilyn Thorn, Gordon Schmill and David Weber attended electronically via 

Zoom.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Randy Cline, Principals Riley Devins, Aaron Griffin, Jake 

Haynes, Assistant Principal/Activities Coordinator Kipp Lewis, Special Services Coordinator Jennifer 

Demmons, Associate Technology Coordinator James Forrider and District Clerk Shauna Anderson; 

Principal Jodi Hall attended electronically via Zoom. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance: Meeting opened with the pledge at 6:06 p.m. 

  

III. Public Comment – none. 

 

IV. Business 

A. New Business 

1) Information/Discussion: Resignations 

Letters of resignation were received by FHS Teacher Dennis Normand, 6th Grade Teacher Brian 

Bennion and Paraprofessional Lacey Waid.  Board Chair Debbie Lester acknowledged Dennis 

Normand, his years of service and coaching legacy with the District. 

2) Review/Action: District’s Plan for the Remainder of the 2019-2020 School Year 

Superintendent Randy Cline discussed the recommended District plan for the remainder of the 

school year.  A survey was sent to all staff, parent, students and community members regarding 

options available.  The majority of responses were in favor of continuing the school closure.  

Superintendent Cline recommended that the District continue distance education for the remainder 

of the 2019-2020 school year.  This was a difficult decision and administration met many times to 

discuss different options and the logistics of maintaining staff and student safety.  David Weber 

made a motion to accept the District plan to remain closed for the remainder of this school year.  

Marilyn Thorn seconded the motion.  Public discussion – regarding the students’ ability to move 

on to the next grade level.  Superintendent Cline discussed the Board approved proficiency 

standards for moving to the next grade level or graduating.  Many comments were heard in support 

of not re-opening school this year.  Consideration also must be given to students who may need 

additional help.  Concerns for the graduating seniors was discussed and the potential for 

commencement.  Board discussion –none.  David Weber, Jami Romney FitzGerald, Bryce 

Simpson, Gordon Schmill, Marilyn Thorn and Debbie Lester voted in favor of the motion.  Teresa 

Teagle opposed.  The motion passed 6-1.  Additional discussion was held regarding the 

Superintendent’s plan for continuing distance learning, teacher schedules, grades, and end of year 

events.  Dr. Jennifer Demmons discussed distance learning with special needs students, and will be 

receiving additional guidance from the OPI.  Questions were asked regarding the CARES Act 

funds, teacher schedules, and summer school.  Superintendent Cline discussed the summer school 

program and any changes that may be necessary.  The District will continue to participate in the 

free breakfast and lunch program available both curbside and through bus delivery through the 

remainder of the school year.  The District will follow all CDC guidelines for all staff in the 

building.  FTSD custodians continue to disinfect each day.  All actions in the District plan may 

adjust as the COVID crisis continues to evolve. 

3) Review/Action: Approve Declaration of Emergency to Continue to Receive All State Funding, 

Including Transportation Funding. 

A declaration of emergency is needed to continue to receive state funding after the Governor’s 

closure order expires May 7, 2020.  Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion that the board of 
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trustees declare an unforeseen emergency within the meaning of that term as set forth in Title 20, 

Chapter 9, Part 8, to become immediately effective and to continue through June 30, 2020.  This 

motion is based on COVID-19 risks; in recognition that the Governor’s waiver of student 

instruction time will expire on May 7; and in recognition that the Governor’s April 22, 2020 

Directive implicating Executive Orders 2-2020 and 3-2020.  Teresa Teagle seconded the motion.  

Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – regarding the dates of the declaration of emergency.  

Unanimous. 

4) Review/Action: Second Reading BP1902 

Superintendent Randy Cline discussed Board Policy 1902 Alternate Grading allowing for students 

and parents/guardians to select a proficiency based grade rather than a traditional letter grade as a 

temporary policy for any grading period affected by COVID-19.  Jami Romney FitzGerald made a 

motion to adopt BP 1902 in second reading.  Teresa Teagle seconded the motion.  Public discussion 

– none.  Board discussion – regarding the duration of the policy.  Unanimous. 

 

 

ADJOURNED 6:59 p.m. 

 

Approved:  May 19, 2020 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

/s/ Debbie Lester     /s/ Shauna Anderson                    

Board Chair      District Clerk 

  


