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Today marks the end of our first week of remote learning to begin the 2020-2021 school year. As with 

everything else in our lives, this week looked very different at East Meadow than it has in any other year. As I 

walked through the halls, I saw teachers and paraprofessionals alone in their classrooms, with half the desks 

spaced 6 feet apart and empty. We celebrated the fact that we were able to make the best out of the situation 

we are all in. The staff has worked so hard to get to this point. They have learned more in the past few months 

regarding remote learning and technology than they ever could have imagined they would. They have put in 

countless hours and spent time collaborating, researching, and developing an entirely new set of skills, lesson 

plans, and materials. The focus for this week was how to welcome back students they have never met in 

person. They also worked hard to make their new students feel comfortable and safe in a remote 

environment. Letting them know this is new to all of us, and we will learn together to make this the best year 

we can.  

 

I congratulate everyone, staff, students, and families for what was a week learning new routines, setting new 

schedules, and learning new skills. I am proud of all the connections that were made this week and the bridges 

we began building to hopefully connect us to in-person learning later on.  

 

We distributed over 140 meals out of our cafeteria to families this week, and we encourage all families to 

continue to take advantage of this service. Meals are available to all Granby students and will be distributed 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10-12, at the side entrance of East Meadow building between East 

Meadow and GJSHS. 

 

We recognize and understand that remote learning is going to be more difficult for some of our families and 

students than for others. We know it does not look the same for all of our students. Some students may have 

a parent or guardian with them, some may be relying on a sibling, some of our students are accessing their 

learning from child care centers.  The one component that is most important is communication. The staff is 

continuing to update their online learning resources everyday.  



 

Please reach out to your child’s teacher right away if there are issues we can help with. You can find our staff 

contact list at http://granbyma.apptegy.us/o/granbyps/staff  on the district website along with much more 

useful information including the Granby Guide to Remote Learning and the District Maks Policy at 

http://granbyma.apptegy.us/o/granbyps .  Please contact Mr. Taylor at staylor98@granbyschoolsma.net  or 

me at wlataille@granbyschoolsma.net if we can help in any way as well.  

 

We are on schedule to bring back our first phase of students on September 28. We will be contacting those 

families at the start of next week to arrange for schedules and transportation.  

 

We are looking forward to a year full of great learning opportunities, building social and emotional skills, and 

learning that together we can meet this challenge and rise above it. 

 

 Have a great weekend. 

 

Bill Lataille 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Every Student  Every Classroom  Every Day 
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Vision In the Granby Public Schools, we focus on the whole child, to develop a community that empowers every student to become civically 
engaged, service-minded, responsible, intellectually curious and prepared individuals engaged in our culturally diverse and global community. We 
encourage respectful and constructive exchange of feedback within and outside our schools as a pathway to continuous improvement, leading to 

fearless learning.  

Mission We believe that relationships matter. We believe in the promise of every child, in the purpose every child brings to learning, and in the 
passion every child possesses. We believe that learning is about the growth of all aspects of the child - social, emotional, physical, and intellectual 

The Granby Public Schools strives to provide a safe, respectful, and supportive learning environment in which all students can thrive and succeed in its schools. The 
Granby Public Schools prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, or 

homelessness and ensures that all students have equal rights of access and equal enjoyment of the opportunities, advantages, privileges, and courses of study.  


