
 

 
October 1st Return to School Q & A  

 
What is the overall plan for returning to school on October 1st in the North Franklin School District? 
 
On September 14th, The Benton Franklin Health District recommended that the North Franklin School District 
plan for implementation of in-person hybrid learning as early as Oct.1, 2020. The NFSD will use a “Hybrid 
Model” and start school on Thursday, October 1st, 2020. The hybrid model will consist of in person 
instruction every day for elementary students (Grades K-6) and a combination of in person and distance 
learning on a rotating basis for Secondary students (Grades 7-12).  
 

Elementary students (Grades K-6)  
- Attend school Monday through Friday 
- Cloth masks required 
- Daily entry health screening 
- Staff have created a plan that gets every student in the school while maintaining social distance 

requirements 
 
Secondary students (Grades 7-12) 

- Attend school either Mon/Thurs or Tue/Fri and participate in distance learning on the days they 
are not in school.  

- Cloth masks required 
- Daily entry health screening 
- Wednesdays will be used by school staff to complete deep cleaning of OJH/CHS, conduct 

distance teaching, and plan and monitor distance learning 
- Students with special needs may be considered for additional days to receive specially 

designed instruction that meets their specific learning needs 
 
As a parent, is there an alternative to sending my child back to school in person? 
 
The only NFSD “distance learning” option for Kindergarten through 5th grade after October 1st is the North 
Franklin Virtual Academy. However, due to the huge influx of students across the nation, there is currently a 
wait list of 6-8 weeks to obtain the curriculum for this program. If a family requests to transfer to the NFSD 
Virtual academy now, they will be facing a 6-8 week wait until the student’s textbooks arrive and they can begin 
their education. 
 
The only NFSD “distance learning” alternative for 6-12 grade students after October 1st is the North Franklin 
Virtual Academy - because this program uses a computer based, online curriculum (Odysseyware), parents 
may choose this option and not face a huge wait time. If a parent chooses this option now, they may face a 
one to two week wait time for new seats to be purchased and for students to be enrolled, learning contracts to 
be signed, etc.  



 
 
 
My child attends OJH or CHS - When will I know which days they attend school? 
Connell High School students will receive a message on Skyward by Monday, September 21 that will let them 
know which group they are in and which days they will attend in-person school. Students can also see their 
assignment on Skyward under the student profile. The Homeroom will show "PUR" for Purple and "GOL" for 
Gold. Students assigned to the Purple group will attend in-person on Monday & Thursday; students assigned 
to the Gold group will attend in-person Tuesday & Friday. 
 
OJH students will receive a message on Monday, September 21 that will let them know which group they are 
in and which days they will attend in-person school.  Students with the last name A-K will come on Monday and 
Thursday and students with the last name L-Z will come to school on Tuesday and Friday. We will also be 
communicating through the advisory teachers when they talk to students throughout the coming weeks. 
 
My children attend OJH and CHS - Will they be able to attend school on the same days to help our 
family with our schedule? 
 
OJH and CHS staff will be scheduling siblings on the same days to every extent possible. If you have any 
concerns or requests regarding your child’s schedule please email their counselor or the principal.  
 
Will my child still get music, recess, library and PE?  
 
Each school is committed to being creative and finding ways to still provide music, band, PE, and library while 
maintaining social distancing - whether that means changing the way we do those specials and/or using 
outdoor spaces, gyms, cafeterias, etc. Additionally, we are increasing the amount of recess at each school to 
promote outdoor activity and reduce stress and anxiety through physical activity.  
 

Health and Safety Measures 
 
How will students and staff be screened regularly for symptoms of the virus?  
 
All students and staff will be required to take their temperature and answer some screening questions 
BEFORE they leave their homes each morning. Upon arrival at school, staff will double check temperatures as 
students and staff enter the building. All parents will need to download the Skyward application on their phone 
or log in to the Skyward computer program to fill out an on-line “wellness screening” for this purpose. Parents 
can contact their school office secretary to get their username and password for Skyward.  
 
Are face coverings required when entering school buildings? 

 
Yes. Students, staff, vendors and visitors will be required to wear cloth face coverings on campus. 

Students and staff shall wear these face coverings during all indoor activities, as well as on school buses. 
Students may remove the face covering during outside recess or outside physical education as long as they 
remain six feet apart from other students and staff.  
 



 
Masks provided: Staff members and students will receive reusable cloth masks from the district on the 

first day of school to ensure each person on campus is following proper safety precautions. If a staff member 
or student forgets or loses the mask, a disposable one will be provided for the day. 
 

Enforcement: School administration or staff will be stationed at entry points throughout each campus 
to remind students to wear face coverings prior to entering campus. In instances where reusable masks are left 
at home, a disposable mask will be provided for the day. Students who repeatedly do not wear a mask on 
school grounds will be reminded of their importance while faculty will work to use positive behavior intervention 
strategies to encourage students to utilize a mask. Each school will have a COVID Point Person to work on 
compliance issues at the school level. 
 
 
 
Can my child bring his or her own mask to school?  
 
Yes, your child can wear a mask provided from home. They must be school appropriate and shall not interfere 
with the district’s dress code policy. 
 
As school reopens in the fall, will visitors still be allowed in schools? 
 
Visitor access will be limited to critical visitors only.  Temperature checks will be conducted upon entry to the 
front office and there will be a controlled access point in each school to minimize gathering. 
 
How will schools handle COVID-19 positive cases? Will parents of the students and families affected 
be notified?  
 
The Benton Franklin County Health District and the Washington State Department of Health provide school 
districts guidelines for responding to COVID-19 positive cases. Our school nurse has detailed instructions on 
how to identify, report, and respond to students and staff with Covid-19 symptoms or positive tests results. The 
school district will communicate in a timely way in these responses.  
 
What will be the protocol for allowing children back to school if they or a family member test positive?  
 
We will follow guidance from the Benton Franklin County Health District and the Washington State Department 
of Health. Currently the guidance is that anyone who has symptoms and is confirmed to have COVID-19 
should remain at home and away from others for at least 10 days from when symptoms began  AND 24 hours 
after fever has resolved (without fever-reducing medication) AND symptoms have improved. 
 
What are the discipline options if students/staff don’t follow protocols? 
 
Our goal is to work collaboratively and engage with parents, students and staff to encourage adherence to all 
established protocols using the guidelines from the BFCHD and Wa St. DOH.  Proactive intervention and 
support, rather than discipline, will be the focus as we understand this will be an adjustment for all. 
 



 
With all elementary students attending school daily, how will students and staff be able to social 
distance? 
 
We have been reviewing available capacity, by school, based on requirements pertaining to the amount of 
space needed to appropriately social distance. Social distancing can be achieved by limiting the number of 
students in each space (based on social distancing standards) and arranging desks/furniture in such a way 
that encourages social distancing. In addition, there may be a need to use larger non-traditional spaces for 
instruction (i.e. multipurpose rooms, gymnasiums, etc.) to assist with social distancing at some schools. 
 
How many children will be allowed in a classroom?  
 
The number of students allowed in a classroom will heavily depend on the size of the classroom.  Since 
classroom sizes vary across our school facilities, there will not be a standard number that can be applied to the 
district as a whole. 
 
 
How can we keep children apart? 
 
Students will be kept apart to the greatest extent possible by employing social distancing in all classrooms and 
other instructional areas. Much of this work will revolve around education, reminders, and redirection.  
 
What about assemblies, dances, and other large social gatherings? 
 
Assemblies, dances and other large social gatherings will not take place until the Benton Franklin County 
Health District determines that they can be held safely.  
 
How will schools handle drop-off/pick-up? 
 
Drop-off and pick-up times for each school will be determined and communicated from each school. The 
individual schools are working on procedures and signage that will assist families and students in knowing 
where to go and what to do as they arrive at and depart from school.  
 
Has NFSD considered using open outdoor spaces for lessons to maximize the number of kids who can 
be taught at school daily and keeping social distancing rules? 
 
NFSD is considering outdoor spaces as appropriate for instruction, along with all other options that would help 
us adhere to social distancing guidelines while also providing in-person instruction to the largest number of 
students. We are recommending an increase in recess time for all students as well as more outdoor physical 
education.  
 
How often will my school be cleaned? 
 
Schools will be cleaned daily, focusing on major touch entry points in common areas such 
as doorknobs, handles, stairwell railings, light switches and soap dispensers. Custodial staff will disinfect using 
proper cleaning products. 



 
 
Routine cleaning: Throughout the workday, the custodial staff will implement a routine of surface cleaning in 
the major touch point areas discussed such as restrooms. The staff will, in some cases, report at staggered 
times depending upon hours of operation to ensure consistent disinfection practices while primary building 
employees and students are present. Latter custodial shifts will apply the full standard cleaning of all areas to 
be ready for the next day. Additional disinfecting will be performed prior to the arrival of district staff in 
high-traffic areas such as the front office. Custodial staff will wear face masks and gloves. 
 
Deep cleaning: If a positive COVID-19 case is determined within a school or building, district staff will use a 
health department approved method to disinfect any area deemed appropriate by the contact tracing 
processes.  
 
What precautions are you taking on school buses? 
 

● Students will be encouraged to stay socially distanced while at the bus stop. This must be a joint 
education effort between families and school personnel.  

● Students will be socially distanced as much as the physical capacity of the bus allows.  
● Students will load the bus alternating from front to back in order to encourage social distancing 

throughout the bus ride. 
● Transportation director, in conjunction with the driver, will establish seating charts with social distancing 

in mind to the best of their ability.  
● Students and drivers will wear masks in addition to social distancing on the bus. Bus drivers will have 

disposable masks to hand out to students in the event a student does not have his or her mask.  
● Drivers will keep bus windows down as much as possible throughout the bus ride, as weather and 

conditions permit.  
● Buses will be cleaned between routes.  
● Bus drivers will also wipe down high-touch areas between each route. 

 
What does the district plan for students on their 'off day' during the hybrid model at OJH/CHS?  
 
On the typical off day, a student will be expected to meet the minimum attendance requirements of time 
engaged in distance learning (approximately 5-6 hours), participate in on-line or paper and pencil learning 
activities, read materials associated with their classes, and be prepared to resume in person instruction on 
their in-person days. Wednesdays there will be time built into the schedule for teacher planning, live remote 
instruction, and to provide interventions and supports for some students. 
 
Will there be an additional option for Special Education students that need to be at school full-time in 
order to learn? 
 
There are many factors to consider when determining how a student with special needs will return to school. 
The decision will be made in the context of a student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) coupled with overall 
school district schedules for student attendance and space in individual schools. 
 
Will sports be played this year? 
 



 
NFSD will follow the direction of the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association on sports. The NFSD is 
committed to whatever it takes to facilitate the maximum possible participation in extra-curricular activities 
within the guidelines published by WIAA.  
 
What is the plan for distance learning if the schools are forced to shut down for a period of time?  
 
NFSD conducted distance learning for the last few weeks and will continue through the month of September. 
During this time we are continuing to refine the distance learning plan and will be prepared to pivot back to 
distance learning if we are forced to by the health conditions in our community.  
 
If my child’s attendance is poor due to any illness or symptoms of COVID-19 will they lose high school 
credit? 
 
Attendance is always important for school.  However, in order to promote health and safety the district will be 
relaxing it‘s attendance policies to encourage parents to keep their children home when they have any illness 
or symptoms of COVID-19.  Depending on the severity of the illness, the student may be able to continue 
working from home until they are able to return to school. 
 
 
 


