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Dear BESD #53 Families and Community, 
This afternoon, we were informed that two members of a family unit in the BESD #53 

community have tested positive for COVID-19. The last time the COVID-19 positive individuals 
were in the school setting while they were contagious was Monday 9/14/2020.  

The parents/guardians of students who were in “close contact” with the individuals 
diagnosed with COVID-19 have already received a separate notification via a phone call 
from the District instructing them to have their student isolated from school for a period of 
time. For COVID-19, the CDC defines a “close contact” as “any individual who was within 6 
feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for 
asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the patient is 
isolated.” Closure of our buildings is not required due to a positive case. At this time, we believe 
this situation requires only five individuals to be defined as “close contacts” due to the details 
surrounding the timing of the situation and the individuals’ proximity to others.  

The Kankakee County Health Department will engage in contact tracing as part of their 
standard protocols. All spaces frequented by this individual will be (or already have been) 
sanitized and deep cleaned in accordance with recommendations from the CDC and IDPH. 
Please understand that we cannot disclose the name or other details regarding the persons 
diagnosed with COVID-19.  

As always, I want our community to know that our top priority will always be the health 
and safety of our students and staff. Through collaboration and coordination with the Kankakee 
County Health Department, we will continue to provide any additional information regarding 
potential COVID-19 exposure to our school community while also maintaining employee and 
student confidentiality as required under state and federal law. We encourage all members of the 
school community to continue using preventative measures to reduce the potential spread of 
COVID-19 including practicing social distancing and wearing masks. We appreciate your 
continued understanding and cooperation during these uncertain times.  

While positive Covid-19 cases have been experienced by the District, we have also 
experienced a downward trend in the total number of individuals isolated from in-person 
instruction.  Even with these cases today, our total number of individuals isolated from in-person 
instruction has reached its fourth lowest number to date.  We believe that our mitigation 
strategies and constant communication during this crisis has assisted in allowing us to manage 
this crisis to the best of our ability.  

 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Adam Ehrman, Superintendent 
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