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Quote of the Week:  “I will get my education – if it is in home, school, or anyplace.”  (Malala Yousafzai, 1997 – 
present) 
 
Important Dates 
 
Tuesday, September 14 - Open Classroom Dot Day activities 
Wednesday, September 16 - LEAP Board zoom meeting 5:30 pm (all welcome)* 
Monday, September 21 - Re-Opening Task Force Steering Committee (small group) 4 pm 
Tuesday, September 22 - Autumnal Equinox 

- Middle School Parent meeting 5 pm* 
- Parent Guide to Google Classroom 6 pm* 

Wednesday, September 30 - Parent conferences begin 
 
*Zoom links will be sent through email on day of meeting. 
 
News and Information 
 
Our fourth week of school is underway and are just about at cruising altitude.  We may be using a lot of 
modern technology, but distance-schooling takes incredible hands-on planning and extra dynamic 
interactions in order to reach and teach all our beloved students.  I don’t need to tell parents what it takes on 
your end and the efforts our students are putting in to participate fully!  The appreciation goes all around and 
we are energized by your support. 
 
Usually I start the year with a newsletter about turning in required paperwork, participating in the lunch 
program, arriving to school on time, Middle School electives, and our lost and found.  In the last couple 
years we’ve begun each year with a district-wide assembly during Back-to-School night where parents meet 
all teachers and learn about our connections with LEAP and the San Geronimo Valley Community Center.  
Not all of this is relevant yet this year, but we do have announcements for our families – especially our new 
families. 
 
Our Re-Opening Task Force, employee groups, school board, and administrators worked through the 
summer to make plans for re-opening in-person school.  We took a brief hiatus to focus on the start of the 
year, but are back to planning again.  We all agreed to conduct distance-learning until at least November 2.  
This decision has allowed us to delve deeply into our distance-learning approach without the anxiety of an 

 
2019-2020 yearbooks 
still on sale in school 

office for $20.     

 

 
 

Autumnal Equinox 
 

 



ever-changing re-opening date.  In October, our board will decide about re-opening in November.  This 
decision will have input from the above-named groups as well as county health recommendations.  We will 
continue to plan for our return with health, safety, and learning as our guiding goals. 
 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
We value and depend upon parent involvement!  There are several ways to be involved in the school beyond 
the classroom.  Each of our three programs has a parent group that meets monthly.  All parents are invited 
to these meetings and many do attend and find the information and connections meaningful.  The Middle 
School is still looking for one more co-leader, and the Montessori PTO is looking for one more co-
leader, and a treasurer.  The Open Classroom is set with a facilitator and treasurer.  Please reach out to 
me if you are interested or want to learn more about these leadership roles. 
 
LEAP 
Our district-wide foundation, LEAP, meets monthly to raise and distribute funds to the three programs.  
LEAP depends on parent pledges each year, as well as funds raised from our special events.  Funds from 
LEAP are so important to our students.  They help support the arts, the classroom assistants, the Spanish 
programs, field trips and other special activities.  For details, go to Leap4Education.org. 
 

 
 
LAGUNITAS SCHOOL BOARD 
The Lagunitas School Board consists of five elected volunteer community leaders.  We all benefit from the 
dedication and commitment of these five special people: Richard Sloan, Denise Bowman, Steve Rebscher, 
Amos Klausner, and James Sanders.  All are parents of current or previous students in the district.  Board 
meetings are held each month and all are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, and TASK FORCES 
We depend on a variety of groups throughout the year.  We have a School Site Council, a Nutrition and 
Wellness Committee, a Garden Committee, a Facilities Committee, a Budget Advisory Committee, a 
newly formed Racial Equity Task Force, and short-term committees that arise to meet a need, such as 
Interview Committees.  Watch this newsletter for meeting announcements. 
 

Laura Shain 
Principal 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Join the San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s second Community Book Read starting on October 7, 
2020.  Join community members to read The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander.  This effort is coordinated by Alexa Davidson.  Please contact Alexa 
with any questions at adavidson@sgvcc.org . 

 
 

PLEASE register for this book read here! 
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page one of many Zoom pages kicking off “Dot Day” in the Open Classroom this morning. 
 

 
 

Dot Day celebrates the book, The Dot by Peter Reynolds.   
Listen and read along here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 


