
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

WILLIAMS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 GOVERNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9,2020  
 

College, Career, and Community Ready 

Roll Call: 

Carla Dent, President – Present   Rick Honsinger, Superintendent – Present 

Ann Wells, Vice President – Absent   Eric Evans, WHS Principal – Present 

Herman Nixon – Present    Carissa Morrison, WEMS Principal – Present 

Leah Payne – Present    Jessica Guzman, Special Services Director – Present 

Michael Fleishman – Absent    Joyce McNelly, Business Manager/Board Secretary – Present 

      Brianne Ford, Admin. Assistant/Board Minutes – Present 

      Guests: 4 
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

OPENING ITEMS 
A. Call to Order  

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Reorder Agenda 

D. Adopt Agenda 

 

 Mrs. Dent called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led The Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to adopt the agenda with the exception of removing item #9, second by Mr. 

Nixon. 

 Motion approved 3/0 

REPORTS 
A. Superintendent Summary of current issues  

 Mr. Honsinger stated that we had a couple of possible COVID instances hit the high school today. A 

couple of students were definitely in contact with someone who tested positive this week. Today we had 

a couple of high temperatures that were taken.  We are using our re-entrance plan at this point.  We 

have been in touch with the county health department.  There have been no confirmed cases at this 

point but there are possibilities. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that there have been no confirmed cases of COVID in Williams since 8/14. We have 

to take precautions for our schools.  How do we confirm that kids were in contact with COVID?  The 

health department changes their guidance on these situations frequently.  At the police department, we 

were told to wait three days after being exposed, to watch for symptoms.  If there were no symptoms 

then we could go back to work.  We can’t make people go get tested. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that we are not being told that, and we can’t make people go get tested. We have 

to rely on parents.  The parents in the situation today were very receptive. This student had been on a 

youth trip this past weekend and one of the leaders tested positive this week. Once the leader found out 

that they were positive, they notified the students that were in attendance. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if we knew where the students were going to be tested. 

 Mrs. Logan stated that we did not know, but she could get in touch with the parents again to find out. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that we are working closely with the county health department.  The family was 

also referred to them for guidance. 

 Mr. Evans stated that it has been a team effort between him, the superintendent, school nurse and the 

county.  We have also set up online learning for the student during quarantine time. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if the students would be expected to do class work? 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that we can’t twist their arm to make them do it.  However, they will be held 

accountable for their grades. They are now online learners until it is safe to come back. 

 Mrs. Payne stated that we can’t expect them to do the work if they become extremely ill. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that this situation just started this week.  It will be a learning process for 

everyone involved. We will work with students and families as much as possible. 

 Mr. Nixon asked what staff was doing for others that could have been exposed to this student? 

 Mr. Evans stated that they identified who wasn’t feeling well and which classes they had attended at 

that point during the day. He then notified the student’s 1st, 2nd and 3rd class period teachers.  The 

teachers were moved to a different room and the classrooms were closed until they could be sanitized. 

We then identified other students that were not social distanced from the student and had been in 

contact with them longer than 15 minutes.  We then notified the parents of the kids that were possibly 

exposed. 
B. Governing Board Summary of current issues 

C. Written Reports:  

 Elementary/ Middle School Principal 

 Dr. Morrison stated that teachers at WEMS are doing things with the best attitudes.  There have been 

many things thrown at them this year and they just keep doing great things. She stated that she is 

super appreciative of them. 
 

 



 

 High School Principal  

 Mr. Evans stated that he tried to keep his board report positive. Our online learners at WHS are down 

to 18%.  We have 38 Google classrooms set up right now. Teachers are using it in their classrooms to 

go paperless and to get kids use to it. He stated that he is proud of what’s going on in the CTE Culinary 

program.  He’s proud of all of WHS teachers for stepping up this year. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if we have had any issues with hot spots not working for students? 

 Dr. Morrison stated that we have had some online learners not participating. She has not been told 

whether or not it is due to the hot spots.  WEMS has started reaching out to these families this week. 

 Ms. Siegfried stated that she has seen connectivity issues at the middle school level. She doesn’t know if 

it is specifically from the hot spots or if it is a personal internet issue. 

 Mr. Evans stated that there are no known issues with hot spots at WHS. We have had some issues with 

online grades.  We have had conversations with those students about it.  In those cases, the students 

and families were opened to coming back to brick and mortar learning. 

 Special Services Department 

 Mrs. Guzman stated that she also appreciates how hard staff has been working.  We have extra 

precautions set up in one of our SPED rooms for our medically fragile students and staff has been very 

receptive to this.  Mrs. Guzman also stated that she is trying to figure out some new COVID related 

grants. 

 Nurses Department 

 Mrs. Logan stated that oxygen levels seem to be improving on school campuses. Students have been 

getting extra breaks at the middle school level and that has helped. We do still seem to be having issues 

on the buses still.  One student fainted last week on the bus. Mrs. Logan has talked to Mr. Schober and 

they are ordering some oxygen monitors for the bus drivers to take with them. They are also ordering 

some new masks to try. The Para’s on the buses have been really good at monitoring students. Parents 

have been very understanding when we have had to call and explain a situation to them. The kids that 

were sent home today with some symptoms, were exposed on a youth trip.  A sibling of one of the 

students was also sent home as a precaution. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he was told by the County Health Department that people showing symptoms 

are not contagious.  What are they telling us? 

 Mrs. Logan stated that they have not told us that. The students will have to quarantine for 14 days. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that tests are coming back quicker now.  He has been in contact with Shawna, at 

the Health Department, and she may be able to get us some rapid tests. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if students would have to quarantine for 14 days even if they come back with a 

negative test? 

 Mrs. Logan stated that someone sent home with a fever with no other symptoms and not known 

COVID contact, is a different protocol. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that students have to quarantine for 10 days or have 2 negative tests to return to 

campus. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that it’s kind of a positive thing that this happened so early in the year. Now we will 

know what to do if it happens again. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that this is helping the county to get their protocols down too. We are one of the 

very few schools in the county that is opened to on campus learning right now.  It’s very possible that 

these students went home and it wasn’t COVID, but we have to react. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that there are still just so many questions. 

 Mr. Evans stated that there are also certain motivational factors for students to get back to school. 

Students could get test results in 2 days.  They could be tested twice in the next few days and be back to 

school on Monday or Tuesday if both tests came back negative. The Fort Tuthill testing sight is now 

offering the saliva test.  Families are eager to share their negative test results to get back to school and 

extra-curricula’s. 

 Mrs. Logan stated that she wanted to share a couple of other things with the board.  Lice is back 

already this year.  We were able to identify students involved and families have been very receptive to 

those protocols as well.  The Lions Club will not be helping with vision screenings this year.  They have 

a lot of elderly people in their group and just don’t feel like it’s safe at this point.  Mrs. Logan stated 

that she will be doing vision screenings the old-fashioned way this year.  She has also taken on the food 

bag program through St. Mary’s Food Bank.  We have already doubled the number of students, based 

on last years number, that will receive bags to take home each week. 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Visitors are provided time to make statements to the Board.  Those wishing to do so please complete a “Request to address the 

Board” form and return it to the Board President prior to meeting.  Statements should be limited to no more than 5 minutes. Pursuant 

to A.R.S. 38-431.01(H), the Board may not respond to any item raised during the Call to the Public, except in three ways: 1) 

directing staff to study the matter; 2) responding to any personal criticism; or, 3) scheduling the matter for further consideration 

and decision at a later date.    

 Tanner Logan: We hear a lot about the different symptoms associated with COVID. If a child is removed from 

the school with a fever and then tests positive for the Flu, not COVID, can they come back to school? All of the 

symptoms can be associated with other illnesses. If students can social distance in a classroom, are they still being 



required to wear a mask? If everyone can be within a safe distance of each other, it should be a choice to wear a 

mask or not. The Flu is coming and I just don’t think that kids should be punished for it. 

 Mr. Dent stated that we could have staff look into it. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that there is room for common sense to be used. 
 

 Amber Runston:  I’m concerned with the mental health of these kids from wearing masks. Having low oxygen 

levels is not okay. Fainting on a bus is not okay. My kids have come home from school and been upset and stressed 

about not getting a mask break when they needed one. We were told back in June that if the numbers in this area 

improved, restrictions would be lifted. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

 Falcon Flyers Presentation - Ms. Siegfried and Dr. Morrison  

 Dr. Morrison stated that Ms. Siegfried wrote the grant for Falcon Flyers last year.  This is our second year 

having this program.  This year we were issued $120,000 for this grant. Each year you have goals to set and 

meet.  Last year most of the goals were waived but we still almost met all of them. We had 103 out of 120 days 

met.  That’s pretty good considering the circumstances.  The site coordinator came for a visit and was very 

pleased with our program. Dr. Morrison stated that she has visited some Falcon Flyer classrooms and there is 

just a totally different vibe in them. There is lots of laughing, socializing and learning going on. Last year 65% of 

students who attended Falcon Flyers improved their grades in both ELA and Math. We  also have a partnership 

with the Boys and Girls Club. Last year we did have some challenges with our partnership.  The grant 

requirements are different than the Boys and Girls Clubs goals.  This year the Boys and Girls Club will be 

taking over the Friday program.  It will be good for both of us. It will allow the Boys and Girls Club to reach out 

to all children in our community, not just our enrolled students.  The Boys and Girls Clubs goal is to serve the 

whole community. 

 Ms. Siegfried stated that the Falcon Flyers program started on Tuesday. We had 67 students signed up, and 67 

students showed up. It’s been a little scary getting things going this year with the mask requirements.  The staff 

has been great this year. There are hidden educational standards in most of our fun projects. We also try to 

target kids with challenges to try and help them improve. We are also reaching out to student athletes to come 

get a snack before practice. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that a lot of the students that sign up for Falcon Flyers don’t have extra support at home, so 

it gives these students an opportunity for some help on homework. We also had a three week online program 

this summer.  It went really well and allowed the teachers to work out some kinks with online/home projects. 

 Ms. Siegfried stated that the summer program did give teachers a head start with online learning. This summer 

students built solar systems, rockets ect., in their homes.  They just had to come and pick up the materials. It 

was also exciting to see kids faces on ZOOM. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that this year we are trying to improve. We are offering kids more choices. 

 School Facility Board Projects – Rick Honsinger 

 Mr. Honsinger reported to the board about a couple of projects that are in the works.  We currently have two 

projects that have been approved. One is a windows and door project.  This would replace the windows and 

some doors in the front lobby of the high school and also by the gym. We will also be fixing the windows in the 

WHS library.  Projects like this take a lot of time. It usually doesn’t stay within the timeframe that we are given.  

You just never know what is going to come up. The School Facility Board will also be fixing the drainage project 

at the high school. It will include the student parking lot, retaining wall, and baseball field. Some of the floors in 

classrooms are sinking because of the drainage issues that we have. It would be nice if it could be done this 

summer, but there is going to be some interference. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if there was a timeframe for the drainage project to start. 

 Mrs. McNelly stated that they have tentatively said March or April. 

 Mrs. Dent stated that these projects need to be done. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that there are a couple of projects at WEMS that we are also trying to get approved 

through the SFB. One of them is the SPED room and also possibly the HVAC system. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 

Note: All or individual items may be pulled from the consent agenda and discussed individually.  

A. Approve Minutes: August 5,12,19 and 26,2020 

B.    Approve District Financial Reports:  

1. District Expenditure Report, August 2020 

2. Tax Credit, WHS and WEMS, July 2020 

3. WUSD Auxiliary Fund, July2020 

4. WHS and WEMS Activity Funds, July 2020 

 

C.     Consideration to Ratify Vouchers: 

Payroll # 3:  $ 121,643.62  Expense # 2070: $ 2,766.68  

Payroll #:4:  $ 195,590.99  Expense # 2071: $ 5,040.00 

Expense # 2107: $ 42,114.58  

  



    Expense # 2108: $ 15,585.24 

    Expense # 2109: $ 16,579.77 

    Expense # 2110: $ 101,773.93 

 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve the consent agenda, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
       

  

ACTION ITEMS  

 

1. Accept and acknowledge donation: Approve Donations as listed. 

 Williams Grand Canyon Newspapers from Colors of the West Copper Canyon and Old Glory, Mike and Jacque 

Besler. 

 Ashley Hall - 50 spiral notebooks.  

 Williams Kiwanis Club – 10 heavy duty electric pencil sharpeners, approximate value $250.00 

 Sun Mountain Properties - 10 heavy duty electric pencil sharpeners, approximate value $250.00  

 Grand Canyon Railway-  200 supply filled backpacks.   

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve Donations as listed, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
2. Discussion and possible action re: Approve School WUSD 2020-2021 Re – Opening Plan changes. 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve for WUSD 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan changes for discussion, 

second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Mrs. Dent stated that the first exemption on the document regarding masks, states, “Students and staff shall 

not be required to wear facial coverings when they can socially distance”. She asked the rest of the board 

their thoughts on that. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he feels we just need to make sure that we make things very clear. When you arrive 

at school and enter the building, you have a mask on. If you can social distance either indoors or outdoors, 

it can be removed. We also need to make sure that teachers are allowing multiple breaks throughout the 

day. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that she wasn’t aware that students weren’t getting mask breaks. If this is happening, 

parents need to let principals know. She has been very clear with her staff that mask breaks need to be given 

upon request and also built into the day. Individual breaks can and will be given. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he has been surprised to see kids wearing masks when walking back from Safeway 

during their lunch break. Some must just be used to wearing them. Students and staff should be able to 

remove their masks when they are able to social distance either indoors or outdoors. 

 Mrs. Dent stated that some may choose to wear masks even if they can social distance. 

 Mr. Nixon asked if this was something that the Board needed to adopt or if it could be incorporated into the 

re-opening plan? 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that if the board chooses to adopt this plan, he would like to see social distancing be 

well defined. 

 Mrs. Payne stated that social distancing would be considered being at least six feet apart, indoors or 

outdoors. 

 Mr. Nixon agreed. 

 Mr. Evans stated that he thinks that bringing clarity would be the most important thing to him. He feels 

that there are still some gray areas.  Will the board be adopting all bullet points on this document? Mr. 

Evans stated that he is just looking for clarity. There is one class at WHS that has eight kids in the class. 

The teacher has asked if they can social distance in that classroom. If so, is it okay for them to remove their 

masks? We have let high school students social distance to take their masks off, if they violate the social 

distancing rule, the mask goes right back on.  Mr. Evans stated that he is just looking for clarity. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that at the high school level, it’s going to be harder.  They are going to test you. Social 

distancing has to be defined by the teacher. There is a good number that are just going to use masks. There 

are a good number that are just going to be defiant. Right now we have three kids that are home for a couple 

of weeks. We’re just a couple of teachers away from not being able to operate the school.  We don’t have 

enough subs to cover if multiple teachers get sick. Mr. Honsinger stated that he doesn’t want to loosen things 

up and then have to go online again.  The goal is to stay in brick and mortar school. He stated that he would 

rather be strict now, than to loose. There may be a point when kids are sent home for not complying with 

the mask policy.  Not permanently, but maybe for a day or two to let them know how important it is. We 

need to define the policy and draw a line at the high school. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that each teacher will need to define what social distancing is. He stated that he doesn’t 

like masks either but we are required by the Governor right now to use them.  We are one of two schools in 

the county that is opened right now. We need to enforce the policy. We may not be able to social distance at 

WEMS because of the class sizes. 

 Dr. Morrison stated that some classes can. There are some SPED classes that would be able to social distance 

so that masks may be removed.  There is also a 2nd grade class that may be able to. That teacher may not 

want to do it because it isn’t consistent with the other class. Some schools are having their students come to 

school every other day to allow for social distancing.  We  want to offer a four day week for our staff, students 

and families. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that teachers need to be comfortable with it too. There aren’t as many young people getting 

sick. Some of our teachers may be more susceptible to getting sick. 

 Mrs. Payne agreed that it needs to be left up to teachers. 



 Mr. Nixon stated that we will allow for mask removal, indoors or outdoors, when social distancing is possible 

and the teacher is comfortable with it.  That is what the Governor has said and that is what we’re going to 

do. 

 Mr. Honsinger asked the Principals if that was defined enough? 

 Dr. Morrison stated that it was.  At WEMS she said that they will probably stick to designated spots for 

mask removal. The middle school students do better with consistent rules in each classroom. She would like 

to keep things consistent at the middle school level. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that he read through the plan today. There seems to be a contingency plan, in the plan.  

We need to have common sense. Flu season is going to be another little hump. 

 Mr. Honsinger agreed that we need to use common sense.  We may error on the side of caution in some 

situations. Kym is doing a great job with the issues that have come up. This plan sounds a lot like the plan 

that we already have. 

 Mrs. Payne stated that she just wants to make sure that kids are getting enough breaks throughout the day. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that he thinks they really are. He currently has three students in his math class and 

they are willing to wear masks. Mr. Honsinger stated that he promised his wife that he would be really 

careful this year.  She has some underlying health conditions and he wouldn’t want to bring anything home 

to her. The kids are respectful of that.  

 Dr. Morrison encouraged those at the meeting to direct any issues to the building principals so that it can 

be addressed. 

 Mr. Nixon agreed that if there is a problem, parents need to let the principals know. 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve the WUSD 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan changes, second by Mrs. 

Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
3. Discussion and possible action re: Appoint District Delegate (s) for Arizona School Boards Association (ASBA). 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to appoint Leah Payne as the District Delegate for Arizona School Board 

Association, second by Mrs. Dent. 

 Motion approve 3/0 

 Mrs. Payne accepted appointment 
4. Discussion and possible action re: Approve 2020-2021 301 plan.  

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve 2020-2021 301 plan, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that this is something that teachers do every year.  This year they are incorporating 

some of the extra time they spend with online learning.  That is the only change. 
5. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Khaitlyn Serrano and Jenna Rabe as 21st CLCC Falcon Flyers Teachers for 

2020-2021SY, funding 21st CLCC grant.  

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve Khaitlyn Serrano and Jenna Rabe as 21st CLCC Falcon Flyer 

Teachers for 2020-2021SY, Funding 21st CLCC grant, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
6. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Zachary Marques as a Special Education Paraprofessional for 2020-21SY. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve Zachary Marquez as a Special Education Paraprofessional for 

SY21, second by Mr. Nixon. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
7. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Theresa (Tammy) Benjamin as a Special Educational Paraprofessional for 

2020-21SY. 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve Teresa (Tammy) Benjamin as a Special Education Paraprofessional 

for SY21, second by Mr. Nixon. 

 Motion approved 3/0 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that Zach and Tammy will be a great addition to the SPED program. Tammy has 

worked for us before and did a great job and we’re excited to have her back.  Zach has been a sub for us in 

the past and is doing a great job with the student that he is working with. 
8. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Coaches as listed. 

John Romero  WMS Football Coach  

Connor Mackin   WMS Assistant Soccer Coach 

 Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve coaches as listed, second by Mr. Nixon. 

 Motion approved 3/0 
9. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Ariana Montgomery, Lela Schober and Robin Gutshall as WHS Mentor 

Teachers for the 2020-21 School year.  

10. Discussion and possible action re: Approve WHS Class Sponsors for the 2020-21SY as listed: 

 9th: Monica Moreno  

 10th: Tessa Alexander  

 11th: Ed Kmetz  

 12th: Robin Gutshall and Ariana Montgomery (shared Co-Sponsors)  

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to approve WHS Class Sponsors for the 2020-2021SY as listed, second by Mrs. 

Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 

 Mr. Nixon asked if the 12th grade sponsors were going to split the stipend? 

 Mr. Evans stated that they would be.  They wanted to do it together. Both teachers have seniors during the 

day. 

 Mr. Nixon stated that we usually start planning the Senior Trip this time of year. 



 Mr. Honsinger stated that we usually start fund raising now, but start making reservations in the spring. 

 Mr. Evans stated that we are trying to push the pause button, to see what happens, but trying to plan at 

the same time. 

 Mr. Honsinger stated that if thing open up and seniors are able to do a trip this year, he’s sure they will be 

able to find a way for them to raise some money. 

 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – The Governing Board may identify items they would like placed on a future 

agenda.  

 
 Contracts Liquidated damage fine.  

Geese 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to adjourn, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 3/0 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm 


