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September 13, 2020 

Dear Meridian Families and Staff:  

This letter is to inform you that two (2) students at Meridian Elementary School have tested positive for 

COVID-19. We are coordinating our efforts with the Macon County Health Department to promptly 

identify and monitor individuals who have had recent contact with the COVID-19 positive individual to 

prevent further spread within our school and community. The health and safety of our students and 

staff is the highest priority, and we recognize the uncertainty and concern regarding the evolving 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. We are following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) as well as the state and local health departments for best practices and procedures to 

protect everyone’s health. 

At this time, Meridian is taking the following steps: 

• Beginning on Monday September 14, Meridian schools will switch to Remote Learning 

instruction only and suspend In-person Instruction for two (2) weeks due to concerns related 

to adequate staffing for each building.  Each school has an established Remote Learning Plan 

and will provide communication for how to proceed.   During this time, students receiving 

instruction through off campus arrangements such as the Heartland Tech Academy, Milligan 

or Futures alternative schools will still follow those attendance center expectations and 

transportation by the district will still be provided. 

In addition, each school will be available for arranged appointment learning services for 

special services such as speech, social work meetings or academic assistance.  Building staff 

members will communicate further details for these services.  

• Placing staff members and students who are identified as having prolonged close contact to the 

COVID-19 case(s) in quarantine for 14 days. Close contacts will also receive a separate 

notification from the Macon County Health Department.    
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• Ongoing monitoring of students and staff for signs and symptoms of illness and evaluation of 

illness reports to promptly identify possible outbreaks.   While in person instruction has been 

suspended, it is still important to notify the school if your student has either an incident of 

exposure to a confirmed case of COVID-19 or has tested positive for COVID-19.   

• Continued disinfection of the areas impacted by potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus. 

• As we receive more information from the Department of Public Health and other entities, we 

will implement additional recommendations and guidelines. 

As always, everyone should monitor their health and stay at home if they develop symptoms1. Sick 

persons should contact their health care provider to determine if testing is needed. Anyone who 

develops severe symptoms2 should seek medical care immediately. If your child has had close contact 

with a known case of COVID-19, please notify your primary healthcare provider, your student’s school 

office, and your local health department. 

We are committed to providing your child and our staff with a safe and healthy environment. Thank you 

for your understanding and ongoing cooperation with our COVID prevention policies and procedures as 

we work to help protect your children, your families, and our staff and their families. For any questions 

or concerns, please contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Pygott, Superintendent  

Meridian CUSD #15 

 

 
1 1 Symptoms of COVID-19 include: fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, 
muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or 
vomiting, diarrhea. 
2 2 Severe symptoms of COVID-19 include: trouble breathing, persistent pain or pressure in the chest, new 
confusion, inability to wake or stay awake, bluish lips or face. 


