
Allan Rohan Crite, School’s Out, 1936, oil on canvas. When Crite painted School’s Out, most schools  in the United States were segregated by race and 
gender. This means that girls often did not go to school with boys, and if you were African American you did not attend schools with Northern Euro-
pean Americans..







Let’s Learn to look at and talk about art!

In this Unit, we are going to experience our theme, “We the People,” as both viewers of art and as artists. Our theme helps us understand that artists use 
their artwork to show what it means to be human and how we connect with others. Understanding this will help you connect each lesson to your per-
sonal experiences and the world.

This week we are going to look at two artworks. This first is American Gothic by Grant Wood, and the second is Kimm by Natalie Voelker.

Grant Wood (1891 – 1942): Grant Wood grew up in Iowa. He created paintings about life in small towns in the midwestern region of the United States. 
Along with other artists, he worked in a style of painting known as American Regionalism.

Natalie Voelker (1978) Natalie Voelker grew up in Wisconsin but moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico several years ago. She, like Grant Wood, creates 
paintings about everyday life. Her favorite subject is people in Albuquerque. Her work is also considered to be a contemporary form of American Re-
gionalism. 

Let’s study these paintings to see how artists can tell stories through their artworks.



First, let's look at American Gothic by Grant Wood. 

Respond to the following 
questions:

1. What do you see in this 
artwork?

2. How would you de-
scribe the shape of the 
people’s mouths?

3. Based on the shape of 
their mouths, would you 
describe these people as 
serious or humorous?

4. Look at their clothing 
and the details in the 
background. What do 
these other details tell us 
about these people’s lives?



Next, let’s look at Kimm by Natalie Voelker

Respond to the following questions:

1. What do you see in this artwork?

2. How would you describe the 
shape of the Kimm’s mouth?

3. Based on the shape of her  
mouth, would you describe as 
serious or humorous or something 
else?

4. Look at her clothing and the 
details in the background. What 
do these other details tell us about 
Kimm’s life?



Next, let’s use the Venn Diagram to help you compare and contrast these two artworks. 
See if you can tell which painting is A and which painting is B!



1.     Raise your hand each time I name something an artist makes us think about as members of the human race:

Who we are.
How we are connected to others.

How people live.

2. Raise our hand each time I name something that an artist can reveal about a person’s life:

Memories
History
Moods

Feelings
Movements

Actions

Let’s close our discussion with a quick review.



 Look at the example here:

 

Then, make your own name card.

 

Use a 3 x 5 card and any art materials you have.

 

First, draw out your first name in large letters.

 

Then, add details to your card to show us some-
thing about yourself. Show your story!  

And now, let’s make some art! 
Please complete the following assignments.

Assignment #1: MAKE A NAME CARD



 Look at pictures of people in artwork, books, and magazines.

Share some of them with us.

Explain how the pictures tell stories about people and their lives?

What elements of the pictures help to tell the stories? 

Assignment #2: Look at images in books, magazines and artworks.

Norman Rockwell (1894-1978), “Spirit of America,” 1974. Illustration for The Franklin Mint.


