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New Slater School District Teachers 

By Wylee Goff 

Welcome back students and teachers. We have started a new year, and a new year often means new teachers. This year we have 

a new art teacher, Ms. Russell; a new first grade teacher, Ms. Conaway; a new kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Campbell; and a new jun-

ior high social studies teacher, Coach Horton. Also this year we are fortunate to have a new designated substitute, Mr. Yung. The 

Purple and Gold Newsletter member Wylee Goff asked all of the new teachers questions so that we could get to know each of them. 

Ms. Russell, our new art teacher,  grew up in the small town of Roach, MO, which is close to the Lake of the Ozarks. She gradu-

ated from Drury College and Missouri State University in Springfield, MO. Ms. Russell currently lives in Marshall  but hopes to live 

in Slater some day. She loves teaching in Slater and hopes that the students are enjoying the new art projects as well. Her goals for 

the school year are to support a full exciting art club, and have all students create interesting projects. Some of her favorite hobbies 

are reading, creating art, watching documentaries, kick boxing, yoga, and traveling. She also loves trying new foods and experiences. 

Ms. Conaway, our new first grade teacher, grew up in Prairie Home, MO. She started college at Central Methodist University as 

a Music Major, but later switched her major to elementary education and graduated in May of 2017. She absolutely loves teaching at 

Slater. “The students and the teachers are incredibly supportive and nice,”  Ms. Conaway said. She keeps her students engaged by 

being energetic and incorporating movement, colors, and hands-on activities in the classroom. Some of her favorite hobbies are read-

ing Harry Potter, watching superhero movies, and playing with her wonderful 4 year old son. 

Coach Horton, junior high social teacher, grew up moving around a lot because his dad was a Marine. He grew up in Texas, 

California, Washington State, and Arkansas. He graduated college from “ the greatest college in the world, the University of Arkan-

sas! “Woo Pig Sooie!” says Coach Horton. He is enjoying teaching at Slater. He says, “ The staff and students are awesome.” He 

says that he became a teacher and coach to a make a difference in young people’s lives. His favorite hobbies are hiking, fishing, 

floating, golf and grilling great food. 

Mrs. Campbell graduated college from Central Methodist University (CMU). She lives in Slater, MO, and loves teaching at Sla-

ter. “All of the staff members are so supportive and friendly,” says Mrs. Campbell. She wanted to become a teacher because she 

wanted to give every student a chance to learn. She also wants every student to know they can succeed if they put their mind to it. 

Some of her favorite hobbies are running, reading, eating, and playing with her kids. 

Coach Yung graduated college from Central Methodist University (CMU). He grew up in Glasgow, MO. He lives in Glasgow, 

MO. His goals are to learn all the students names and to have a successful basketball season. His favorite hobbies are playing sports, 

hunting, and fishing. He keeps his students engaged by playing certain games in class and by finding new activities that deal with 

what’s going on with current events. 

We welcome all of the new staff to Slater School District and look forward to a wonderful year! 

 

Thurs., Sept. 28 @7:48 

 Elementary Star Student of the 

  Month 

 

Thurs., Sept.28 @ 6:00 pm 

 JH Football @ Home vs. 

    Harrisburg 

 

Tues, Oct. 3 @ 9 am 

 Pre-K Trip to Fahrmeier 

  Farms 

 

Thurs., Oct. 5 @ 5 pm 

 JH Football @Columbia  

  Catholic 

Fri., Oct. 6 @ 7:30 am 

 JH Cheer Breakfast 

 

Sat., Oct. 7 @ 8:00 am 

 CMU Marching Band Contest 

 

Mon., Oct. 9 @ 8:00 am 

 “F” List Runs 

 

Weds., Oct. 11 @ 9:00 am 

 J.H. Student Council 

 

Weds., Oct. 11 @ 10 am 

 Late Start/Teacher In-Service 

 

Weds., Oct. 11 @ 3 pm 

 JH/HS Art Club in Art Room 

 

Thurs., Oct 12 @ 6:30 pm  

 7th-12th Gr. Vocal/Band  

  Concert 

 

Tues., Oct 17 @  6 pm 

 PreK-5th Grade Family Night 

 

Thurs., Oct 19 @ 6 pm 

 Board of Education Meeting 

 

Weds., Oct. 25 @ 9 am 

 JH Student Council @ Bend 

  Bend 

  
  

News to Remember 



Junior High Student Council 

by Daniel Duncan & Devan Hamblen 
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The Junior High Student Body has elected a new student council for the 2017-18 school year. You 

might be wondering what our Junior High Student Council does throughout the school year.  Each council 

member’s responsibility throughout the school year is to be proactive for the students. Mrs. Drummond, 

Junior High Student Council Principal, states that they (the council) are the “voice of the school.” They 

each bring ideas to Mrs. Drummond from the students about how to make things better or more efficient 

for the students while at school. Council members also are representing our school by being involved in 

community. They visit with the residents of Big Bend monthly, collect money/items for charities, volun-

teer at the Saline County Holiday Project, and clean up trash after home JH football games. 

The student council meets twice a month. One of theses is to conduct a meeting and the other is to 

visit Big Bend Retreat. The council does a lot of things during the school year, for fun in the past they 

have attended a Mizzou basketball game and taken an end of the year trip.  There are two representatives 

per grade level. The 8th grader can hold an office which are: President, Vice-President and Secretary/

Treasurer.  Our newly elected Student Council can been seen below. Congratulation to them all!    

 
2017-18 Junior High Student 

Council members are: 

 

President 

 Kenzie Nelson  

Vice President 

 Griffin Moore 

Secretary/Treasurer 

 Ben Carver 

Class Representatives 

      6th Grade 

 Grayson Zdybel  

 Hannah Miller  

      7th Grade 

 Kendyl Drummond  

 Wylee Goff 

      8th Grade 

 Michael Hechavarria 

 Dannon Prysock  

 On August 21, 2017, our school witnessed the total solar eclipse. All the students and staff of Slater School District were pro-

vided free viewing glasses from Wood & Huston Bank. You had to wear the glasses if you were looking at the sun during the eclipse 

or your eyes could have been damaged. 

 Students were dismissed to go outside about 11:44 a.m., where we all enjoyed eating lunch outside. Students were able to play 

football, volleyball, basketball, or just hang around with their friends. 

 The weather was cloudy, so we were unable to view the total eclipse. It did get really dark when the eclipse reached totality, 

which was strange in the middle of the day. Thankfully the clouds went away, and we could see the last half of the eclipse. 

 Viewing the eclipse was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and all the students and staff were thankful they could experience it. If 

you missed this eclipse, there will be another one on August 8, 2024. It won’t be viewable in Slater, but you can go to southeast Mis-

souri if you want to view it. The eclipse was an amazing thing to see as a young child like us!!!!! 

      

 

Solar Eclipse 

by Trinity Turner 



National Eye Exam Month 

By Devan Hamblen 
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Junior High Football 
By Wylee Goff 

 

The 2017-18 Junior High football season has started off great. Mr. Crews is this year’s JH football coach, 

and he has held practice every Monday through Friday since the day before school started. 

The first away game was on September 5th at Higginsville. Kick off was at 5:30 pm, unfortunately the JH 

Wildcats lost 60-38. The team’s first home game was on September 7th and the JH Slater Wildcats defeated 

the Carrollton Trojans 32-0. The Wildcats 3rd game was on Thursday, September 14th, in Fayette. The Fay-

ette game was an upset for Slater with a score of Fayette 36 to Slater 0. 

The JH football team members are Ben Newman, Ian Stockman Wylee Goff, Jayce Case, Dom Gilson, 

Bryce Brown, Michael Hechavarria, Tyler Malin, Griffin Moore, Kent Ussery, John Kraft, Christian Rhoades, 

Aden Sample, Kaleb Martin, and Thomas Rafferty. 

GO WILDCATS!!!!! 

 

Eye exam month is dedicated to the health and safety of your eyes. In 1989 the national Eye Exams month was founded by Sears 

Optical. 

An eye exam is important because it can prevent you from getting any serious eye diseases. Eye exams can also help you 

achieve clear and focused vision. A vision screening only takes a few minutes and are not regular eye exams.They are designed to 

detect subnormal vision acuity and major vision problems. Eye doctors can detect signs of serious health issues like high blood pres-

sure. When you get older you need more frequent eye exams. Vision loss can be prevented when you get older. When you turn 40 it 

is recommended that you get an eye exam by an ophthalmologist. Don't take chances with your eyesight! 

If you are a person who wears contact lenses or glasses you will need to get regular exams yearly when you get older. If you do 

not regularly go to an eye doctor it could lead to serious eye damage or possibly lead to some sort of eye disease..  

Vision screenings at Slater School District will be completed during the first three weeks of September for grades PreK-5. Vi-

sion screenings will be completed by Mrs. Pulliam, Slater School District Administrative Assistant, with assistance from the class-

room teachers. These screenings will be completed in the health office. Parent/guardians will be provided with a form that will have 

the students height, weight and vision information documented. Any concerns will be sent in writing to the guardians. 

This year junior high students at Slater School District will be given the opportunity to participate in two types of clubs: Art 

Club and Drama Club. Drama club is sponsored by Mr. Meyer, while Art Club will be sponsored by Ms. Russell.  

Mr. Meyer is the music teacher at Slater School District and this year he will be trying something new with the help of Mr. 

McCoy, Slater School District Paraprofessional. He will be forming a Drama Club for students.When asked about the signup process 

he said, “There is no signup process, all you have to do is show up to the meetings.”All of the meetings will be held in Mr. Meyer’s 

classroom, ES216. The first meeting of the club was on September 18 at 3:00 pm. Currently the first play will be either this winter or 

early next semester.  The list of shows Mr. Meyer and Mr. McCoy are looking at performing are mainly comedies, but they are also 

looking at two plays that are fairly dramatic with a heavy message. 

On another note, Ms.Russell, the art teacher at Slater School District, will be continuing Art Club. Interested members can sign 

up by stopping by the art room and adding your email to the list. The Art Club meetings will be every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

in the art room. A flyer which will be posted on the art door as a reminder of the meeting date and time.  “Projects and events will be 

decided through student vote and input,” Ms. Russell stated, “and there will be movie nights as well as larger outdoor art projects.” 

Art club was scheduled to begin on September 13th after school. 

So if you are interested in either Drama or Art Club check in with Mr. Meyer or Ms. Russell. They both sound like they could be 

a lot of fun!! 

Drama and Art Club 

By Emily Stephenson 
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Differences in the Communities 

By Juan Garcia 

On August 10, 2016, at 6:00 pm, Slater School District held its annual Open House for everyone to get to-

gether. Are you wondering what Open House is all about? Open House is a time for the students, parents, and 

teachers to meet. It also allows the students to find their classroom and drop off any supplies that are needed for 

the class. This year there were only a few new teachers to meet that were added to the Slater School District 

Staff. 

This year the school added a Photo Booth for students and their families to enjoy taking pictures together 

and to remember this special moment. Families were also treated to a light dinner of hot dogs. 

The annual Open House to welcome students and their families to their new school year will continue for 

many years to come. We will welcome anyone new to our school hope that you feel welcomed to our new 

school. 

Open House 

By Bre Saing 

 

Juan Garcia is a new student at Slater School District that recently moved from Mexico. We are glad to have 

him be a part of our school community and asked him to write about how Missouri differs from Mexico. He 

wrote his article in Spanish and it was translated using Google Translate. Welcome Juan!! 

 

Aqui hay muchisimas  diferencias que en mexico por ejemplo el clima aqui hace mas frio. Que  alla por ende mi 

familia y yo siempre cuando salimos de mi nueva casa, salimos abrigados. Otra diferencia que es muy notable con-

migo es que estoy haciendo amistades, cosa que alla en mexico cuando queria hacia nuevas amistades. Otra que es 

muy notable conmigo y mi madre es el idioma aqui, en estados unidos hablan ingles y en mexico hablamos spanish 

y se hace mas dificil para mi hacer amigos. Otra diferencia es que aqui hay mas cosas mejores que alla, en mi pais 

por ejemplo la ropa, aqui hay mas ropa que en mi pais natal. Recuerdo mucho a mi pais en especial a mis amis-

tades, recuerdo que heramos muy unidos todos generalmente nos ayudabamos unos a otros. La mayoria de mis 

amistades las tenia desde el kinder, entonces cuando me acuerdo de ellos me pongo triste y feliz a la vez: triste por 

que ya no estoy a su lado pero feliz por que se que haran nuevas amistades. Pero valla que me pongo a llorar 

cuando me acuedo que ya no estan a mi lado, en mi comunidad, en mi ciudad, en mi estado y en mi pais. Ya no es-

tan cerca de mi, ahora ya no estan a 5 minutos de distansia, ahora estan a un pais de distancia. Yo estuve siglos 

[exageracion] con ellos obteniendo buenos recuerdos, pense que iba a obtener mas pero  recuerdos buenos solo son 

contados. 

 

———————————————————— 

 

 There are many differences in Mexico and Missouri, for example the climate here is colder. I came here 

with my family, and we live in a new house. Another difference that is very remarkable to me is that I am making 

new friendships. Another very remarkable thing to me and my mother is the language here.  In the United States 

you speak English and in Mexico we speak Spanish. It becomes very difficult for me to make friends. Another dif-

ference is that here there are more things here. Here there are more clothes than in my native country. I remember a 

lot about my country, especially my friends. Most of my friends have been women since kindergarten.  When I re-

member my friends I become sad and happy at the same time: sad because I am no longer by their side, but happy 

because I know that they will make new friends. I start to cry when I think that they are no longer by my side, in 

my community, in my city, in my state , or in my country. They are no longer near me, no longer 5 minutes away, 

but they are now a country away. We had centuries [exaggeration] of making good memories. 



Chromebooks 

By Jacob Harry 

Page 5 
Wednesday,  Sep tember  21,  2017  

     Students in grades 3-8 grade received Chromebooks on Monday, August 28th. Currently students in grades 3-12 are fortunate 

enough to have chromebooks. Students are able to use Chromebooks throughout their school year as well as textbooks. We are so 

lucky to get Chromebooks this year. The students are so excited to be able to use them! Students are doing a lot of research, writing 

papers, and classwork. If a student breaks a Chromebook while using it, that student is responsible for any damages to the Chrome-

book. 

       Students in junior high check out their Chromebooks in the library before Zero Hour. At 2:51pm students bring their Chrome-

books back to the library to charge overnight and are then dismissed at 2:55 pm from the library. All of the JH students’ Chrome-

books are stored in the library in the ITV Room. Any student who did not return a permission slip for the Chromebooks is unable to 

work on a Chromebook. A Chromebook agreement had to be signed in order to be able to use a Chromebook. Students who were 

unable to return a permission slip can use the computer lab when other students are using their Chromebooks. Now that everyone has 

a Chromebook teachers and students will not have to wait to use the computer lab. 

The Chromebooks are a big privilege for the whole school. It is really nice that students can now do part of their work on 

their Chromebooks instead of writing everything on paper. This is a great way for students to prepare for life after high school. 

 

 

The school has had many changes over the summer such as new 

selections for lunch like peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. We are 

excited that the Grab ‘n Go has been expanded this year and that the 

salad bar has continued this year. These are additional choices to the 

main meal of the day. The Slater School District students are really 

enjoying these changes to the lunch room. 

 

Lunch Changes 

By Alex Esparza 

 The junior high wing of Slater 

School District received several 

changes over the summer. Purple 

and gold stripes were added to 

the hallway, along with a motto 

to live by “I Can & I Will.” The 

lockers were changed from their 

maroon color to a wonderful pur-

ple. The junior high wing defi-

nitely has spirit this year! 
 

Junior High Wing Improvements 

By Alex Esparza 


