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PALMYRA  R-I HIGH SCHOOL 

A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR 

STUDENT FINANCIAL 

INCENTIVES 

 

 

MISSOURI’S A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

 

Missouri’s Outstanding Schools Act of 1993 established provisions for the implementation of a grant 

award program to institute A+ Schools and improve the education of high school students within the 

state of Missouri.  Beginning in 1994, the A+ Schools Program has provided grant awards to 

Missouri’s public school districts that demonstrate a commitment to ensure that the program’s goals 

are met in their high schools.  The goals are that all students: 

 

• Graduate from high school. 

• Complete a selection of high school classes that is challenging and for which 

there are identified learner expectations. 

• Proceed from high school to a college, technical college, or a high wage job with 

workplace skill development opportunities. 
 

High schools that apply for the grant award must outline a plan that includes innovative activities to 

make progress toward achieving these three goals.  Activities include: building partnerships that 

include the high school, post secondary schools, businesses, industries, community organizations, 

parents, and students; providing integrated academic and vocational learning; and preparing students 

to select a career path focus and a program of study designed to meet academic standards established 

by the local school district. 

 

The Palmyra R-I High School was awarded an A+ Schools grant beginning in the 1997-98 school 

year.  Any student enrolled in the A+ Program graduating from Palmyra R-I High School in 2000 and 

each succeeding year will be eligible to participate in the A+ Schools Financial Incentive Program. 

 

The funding for the financial incentives is dependent upon Palmyra R-I High School maintaining 

it’s A+ School status and the availability of state appropriations from the Missouri General 

Assembly. 
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The student financial incentive portion of the A+ Schools Program provides for applicants who 

meet the requirements to be eligible for state reimbursement for the cost of tuition, books, and 

fees while attending any Missouri public community college or post-secondary vocational or 

technical school as a full-time student.  These costs will be reimbursable only after secured 

federal financial assistance funds, which do not require repayment, have been applied 

toward tuition costs.  The incentive will be available for up to two years of attendance during 

the 4-year period following high school graduation. 

 

Requirement 1: Enter into a written agreement with the high school to participate in the 

A+ Schools Student Financial Incentives Program. 

 

A student may enter into the agreement at any time during his/her four years of high school.  

Because of the requirement to accumulate tutoring/mentoring hours, it is recommended that the 

agreement be signed as early as possible. 

 

Requirement 2: Attend a designated A+ School for three consecutive years prior to high 

school graduation. 

 

A student must attend Palmyra R-I High School or another designated A+ School during his/her 

freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years.  The student financial incentive is dependent 

upon Palmyra R-I High School remaining designated as an A+ School and the availability of 

state appropriations from the Missouri General Assembly.  

 

Requirement 3: A student must achieve a score of proficient or advanced on the official 

Algebra I End of Course Exam (EOC).   

 

If the student fails this requirement, the student may establish eligibility by the combined 

qualifying scores on the ACT Math Sub-test and the student’s high school GPA in accordance 

with the sliding scale OR a student must complete the first semester at a postsecondary 

institution with a minimum of 12 hours and a 2.50 grade point average (at personal expense) 

prior to receiving a tuition reimbursement. 

 

Requirement 4: Graduate from high school with a cumulative grade point average (GPA) 

of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 

 

This average will represent the applicant’s cumulative non-weighted GPA which includes the 

freshman through senior years.  A student with a 2.49 or lower GPA will not be eligible. 

 

Requirement 5: Have at least 95 percent attendance record for the four-year period. 

 

The applicant must have a 95 percent or better average attendance record for the four-year period 

freshman through senior years.  A student with a 94.9 percent or lower average will not be 

eligible.  

Requirement 6: Perform and document 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring to 

younger students during your designated A+ enrollment. 
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The following guidelines should be followed in the completion of this requirement: 

(A) All tutoring and mentoring activities will be designed to involve the A+ applicant with 

students enrolled in the school district. 

(B) Tutoring and mentoring activities will provide encouragement to students to set goals, stay in 

school, and strive for good grades. 

(C) Tutoring and mentoring activities will be school-based, and academically enriching in nature. 

(D) The tutoring and mentoring activities may occur before, during, or after the school day.  

Tutoring may also take place during official summer school sessions. 

(E) All tutoring and mentoring must be supervised and verified by a teacher, principal, counselor, 

or the A+ Coordinator. 

(F) The A+ Coordinator will maintain records of tutoring/mentoring hours that each applicant 

accumulates.  Only activities that have been verified with a time sheet signature by the tutoring 

supervisor will be counted toward the 50-hour requirement. 

 

Requirement 7: Maintain a record of good citizenship, to include academic integrity, and 

avoidance of the unlawful use of drugs. 

 

In the effort to set forth the parameters of good citizenship at Palmyra R-I High School A+ 

Program participants should understand that the following guidelines will be followed in 

establishing good standing: 

 

(A)Academic honesty is considered a component of A+ citizenship.  Academic honesty requires 

that students do not cheat or knowingly assist another student to do so.  Other unacceptable 

behavior includes plagiarism, which is the submitting of someone else’s work as one’s own.   

 

   1st Offense   A+ Financial Incentive Probation 

   2nd Offense   Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

 

(B) Activities within the school setting are an important part of determining good citizenship. 

Any student who receives discipline referrals for poor behavior, disrespect, profanity, dishonesty, 

fighting, etc. which results in the accumulation of five (5) days in-building suspension (ISS) 

(cumulative during a student’s high school career) will be considered a violation of the A+ 

Citizenship Policy. 

 

   First 5 days cumulative ISS  A+ Financial Incentive Probation 

   2nd 5 days (10) cumulative ISS Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

 

 

 (C)  Activities within the school setting are an important part of determining good citizenship.  

Poor citizenship resulting in an out-of-school suspension (OSS) will result in the following 

action: 

 OSS    1st Offense  A+ Financial Incentive Probation 

 OSS    2nd Offense  Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

 Expulsion   1st Offense  Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 
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(D) Good Citizenship outside of the school setting is of equal importance.  Palmyra High School 

may request that the local juvenile services or adult law enforcement agencies confirm all A+ 

graduates eligible for financial incentives are citizens in good standing.  This information will be 

used in evaluating the citizenship of the applicant: 

 

Verifiable Misdemeanor 1st Offense  A+ Financial Incentive Probation 

Verifiable Misdemeanor 2nd Offense  Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

Felony  1st Offense  Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

 

(E) According to the Missouri A+ Schools Program and the Missouri Board of Higher Education, 

to be eligible for the financial incentives a student must maintain a record of good citizenship and 

avoidance of the unlawful use of drugs.  The Palmyra R-I School District interprets this to mean 

any illegal drug as well as those drugs that are illegal due to the age of the student (alcohol & 

tobacco products). 

 

1st Offense  A+ Financial Incentive Probation 

2nd Offense  Loss of Eligibility for A+ Incentive 

 

(F) Students that are placed on A+ Disciplinary Probation more than once will be automatically 

declared ineligible for the A+ Financial Incentive. 

   

(G) Regardless of a student’s four-year discipline record, the following incidents (Criminal 

activity as defined by the Safe Schools Act of 1996) will result in immediate removal from the A+ 

Schools Program and ineligibility from the A+ Financial Incentive: 

 

• First and Second Degree Murder 

• First Degree Assault 

• Forcible Rape and Sodomy 

• First and Second Degree Burglary 

• First Degree Robbery 

• Distribution of Drugs 

• First Degree Arson 

• Possession of a Weapon 

• First Degree Property Damage 

• Involuntary and Voluntary Manslaughter 

• Second Degree Assault and Felonious Restraint 

• Sexual and Deviate Sexual Assault 

• Sexual Misconduct and Sexual Abuse 

• Child Molestation 

• Kidnapping 

 

A student who violates the Citizenship Policy will automatically be placed on A+  

Financial Incentive probation until graduation.  Any student placed on probationary status 
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will be verbally notified and a letter will be sent to the student’s home as notice that the 

student has been placed on Financial Incentive probation.  Any further violation of the A+ 

Citizenship Guidelines while the student is on probation will automatically render the 

student ineligible to access the A+ Financial Program.  An appeal of the ineligibility may 

be made to the Citizenship Appeals Committee. 

 

Requirement 8: Make a good faith effort to secure federal post-secondary student financial 

assistance funds. 

 

During the applicant’s senior year, he/she will be required to complete an application for 

securing federal post-secondary financial assistance (FAFSA).  Reimbursement from the state 

will be given only after federal funds that do not require repayment have been applied toward 

tuition costs.  District policy requires all FAFSA forms to be filed on or before May 1st of the 

student’s senior year in order to be considered eligible for the A+ financial incentive.

 

PROCESS OF APPEAL 

 

1.  A review committee will meet as needed to review and determine the eligibility status of 

students with citizenship or attendance deficiencies.  They will also be responsible for hearing 

cases of appeal.  This committee may consist of: 

 

Palmyra R-I High School Principal 

Secondary Counselor 

Board of Education Member 

A+ Committee Member (community members) 

A+ Coordinator or designee (Serves as committee moderator only) 

 

2. A student (and/or parent) has the right to appeal when he/she becomes ineligible for the A+ 

Financial incentive, but not for the student’s assignment to probationary status.  In cases of 

appeal, the student must notify the A+ Coordinator in writing of his/her intent to appeal within 5 

school days of the receipt of the notice of disqualification.  The A+ Coordinator shall then 

convene a review committee meeting for consideration of the appeal within 20 school days.   

The committee shall hear the appeal and return its decision to the student (and/or parent) within 5 

days of the meeting via U.S. Mail. 

 

3. The student (and/or parent) may appeal the committee’s decision to the Palmyra Board of 

Education for a final decision.  The Palmyra Board of Education meets on the second Tuesday of 

each month.   

      

Appeals requests and all other items to be placed on the Board’s agenda need to be 

submitted to the Superintendent’s Office no later five calendar days before the scheduled 

Board meeting.  The appeal will be considered by the Board of Education in accordance with 

the policies set forth by the Palmyra Board of Education.  The Board shall hear the appeal and 

return its decision to the student (and/or parent) within 5 days of the meeting via U.S. Mail.  The 

decision of the Board will be considered final, without further remedy. 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR MAINTAINING ELIGIBILITY 

 

The student financial incentive will be available for up to two years of attendance during the 

four-year period after the recipient graduates from high school.  To maintain eligibility, the 

student must: 

 

Requirement 1: Enroll in and attend on a full-time basis a Missouri public community 

college or vocational-technical school. 

 

Requirement 2: Maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 

 

A+ expires at the earliest of the following: 

• 48 months after high school graduation 

• Receipt of an associate’s degree or completion of an approved certificate 

• When student completes 105% of the credit hours required for his or her certificate or degree 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

The specific guidelines outlined in this manual for Palmyra R-I High School have been 

developed in accordance with Missouri Senate Bill 380 and administrative memos from the 

Missouri Board of Higher Education. 

 


