
 

Union Township School Corporation 
599 W 300 N 

Valparaiso, Indiana 46385 

 
 
September 10, 2020 
 
RE: NWEA Formative Assessments 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
You are receiving this letter because your child(ren) will soon be participating in our fall 
assessments that we have been utilizing over many years to determine strengths and 
weaknesses in students’ academic levels. We believe that this school year is requiring a 
strong tool to support our instruction and identify individual student strengths and 
weaknesses more than any other. With that being said, we are excited to introduce you 
and your child(ren) to our new assessment tool, NWEA Map Growth, for Reading and 
Math. We elected to change from the Star Reading and Math assessments once we were 
notified that the Indiana Department of Education no longer supported Star and, equally, 
the level of quality for which NWEA will provide was very impressive.  NWEA mirrors the 
assessment platform that a teacher and student experiences during the ILEARN testing in 
the spring and we look forward to reviewing student assessment reports that will assist in 
developing individual goals for each of our students to perform their very best in the 
spring testing season. 
 
Additionally, we have the ability to test our virtual learners as well. Those students who 
will be utilizing the virtual learning option at the time of the NWEA fall assessments, will 
be given instructions and exact testing times and dates to test along with their in-person 
classmates.  Once the testing begins, we do ask that virtual students and their families do 
their very best to appreciate and respect the integrity of the testing process, to best give 
our educators the most accurate assessment of their students. 
 
NWEA is given to students as a beginning, middle, and end of the year benchmark 
assessment. Our first testing window will be from September 21st through October 2nd. 
Exact dates and times will vary depending on your child(ren) specific grade and school. 
Please look for additional information from your school as well as important post 
assessment NWEA parent reports for your individual child after the assessments are 
completed.  
 
The following provides detailed information about the Map Growth Assessment and will 
support answering your questions. I encourage you to access this document: 
https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2017/08/Parent-Guide.pdf 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jack Birmingham 
Assistant Superintendent 
Union Township School Corporation 

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2017/08/Parent-Guide.pdf

