MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE AU GRES-SIMS BOARD OF EDUCATION

ARENAC COUNTY, STATE OF MICHIGAN

I
CALL TO ORDER:
A regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Au Gres-Sims School District, Arenac County, State of Michigan, was held in the Au Gres-Sims Elementary School library on 

September 18, 2017.  The meeting was called to order by President Heather Garry at 6:00 p.m.

Members Present: Heather Garry, Nancy Selle, Nicholas Moore, Gregory Walker,


Heather Caulfield, Norma Schwiderson, Fred Robel

Members Absent: None 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
II
AGENDA APPROVAL:
MOTION (Moore); SUPPORTED (Caulfield) and carried unanimously the Board of Education approve the agenda as presented.
III
POSITIVE DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS: 

A.
Signed Equipment Loan Agreement with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for Greenhouse: 


The district will be receiving a 30’ x 48’ greenhouse for STEM programming soon.  Grants being sought for additional needed supplies and accessories.
IV
 COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Board Goals for 2017-18:

B. Secretary of the Board, Nicholas Moore:   
1.
Letter received from Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Schnettler voicing offense to students 
displaying confederate flags on school grounds.

2.
Letter received from Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Smolen voicing offense to students 
displaying confederate flags on school grounds and requesting removal of same.

3.
Letter received from Rick Heinrich expressing concern and offense regarding students 
displaying confederate flags on school property.


C.
Committee Reports: 



1.
Policy Committee: Met to discuss handbook changes, food service policy changes, 

club sports, wellness policy changes, and student display of offensive materials.
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IV
 COMMUNICATIONS: (Con't.)
D.
Superintendent, Jeffrey Collier: 

1. 
Legislative Update: Mr. Collier to attend NEOLA conference; legislative updates to be shared soon.

2.
CRD Tax Recapture: Notice received from City of Au Gres regarding repayment of taxes incorrectly collected and paid to district.    
 E.
Comments by Public in Attendance: 

1.
Sam Proulx: Addressed the board regarding the confederate flags being flown by students.  History of confederate flags and their symbolism of racism, slavery, and hatred discussed.  District has a duty to provide non-discriminatory campuses and has the right to bar students from displaying offensive and racist materials.

2.
Nicol Kubik: Shared flag her son flew did not represent hatred, bigotry, racism, etc. because it was the battle flag of Northern Virginia, not confederate flag.  Noted kids flying flags are good kids, not trying to incite trouble.  Has contacted lawyer from ACLU to represent kids if board proceeds with action against them.  Noted kids removed flags voluntarily when asked to last year.


3.
Keith Edmonds: Stated he is an armed forces veteran; doesn’t enjoy seeing confederate flag flown but would like to see American flag continue to be allowed to be flown.  


4.
Andrew DeCraene: Discussed flying flags other than confederate flag; is important to him and his family to be able to fly American flag and Thin Blue Flag supporting law enforcement officers.  Doesn’t want to discontinue flying same unless policy dictates so.  Stated there should be a compromise for students to continue to be able to fly flags that are not offensive.   

5.
Heather Robel: Noted conversation while shopping in Tawas turned to confederate flags flying and what a bad impression it cast on the school district.  The symbolism of racism of the confederate flag causes discomfort and should not be allowed. 

6.
Bob Jennings: First time coming to board meeting, noted schools are important to community and family.  Noted flying flags with symbolism of racism and hatred does cause harm and intimidation to bi-racial families even though some say there is none.  Black families see confederate flag as symbol of racism and hatred.  As a community member, he is very disappointed and embarrassed, and urged the board to not allow it to continue.  
Minutes: September 18, 2017

Page 3

IV
 COMMUNICATIONS:
E.
Comments by Public in Attendance: (Con't.)


7.
Jim DeCraene: Requested clarification if conversation was regarding all flags or confederate flags.  Policy committee met to revisit policy; to be discussed later in meeting.


8.
Holly Hartwick: Son flies confederate flag but not trying to be racist. Asked to remove flag at football practice.

9.
Andrew DeCraene: American flag and Thin Blue flag have significant meaning to him and urged the board to allow students to be able to continue flying same.
V
CONSENT AGENDA:

MOTION (Schwiderson); SUPPORTED (Caulfield), and carried unanimously the Board of Education approve the consent agenda, as presented. 
VI
ACTION ITEMS: 

A. MOTION (Caulfield); SUPPORTED (Schwiderson), the Board of approve the hiring of Molly Hasty as a full time teacher, with wages as per BA Step 10 of the AGS-Michigan Education Association Master Agreement salary schedule, effective immediately, as presented.

B.
MOTION (Selle); SUPPORTED (Schwiderson), and carried unanimously the Board of Education approve the Family Medical Leave of Absence request from Molly Hasty, to begin September 8, 2017 and end October 20, 2017, as presented.


C.
 MOTION (Schwiderson); SUPPORTED (Moore), and carried unanimously the Board of Education 
accept the resignation of employment from James Vane, effective September 9, 2017, as presented.

D.
MOTION (Robel); SUPPORTED (Caulfield), and carried unanimously the Board of Education 
approve the hiring of Cory Brown as a full time bus driver, with wages as per Step 1 of the AGS-Michigan Educational Support Personnel Association Master Agreement salary 
schedule, effective immediately, as presented.


E.
MOTION (Selle); SUPPORTED (Moore), and carried unanimously the Board of Education 
approve the hiring of Susan Wiedower as a part-time bus driver, with wages as per Step 1 
of the AGS-Michigan Educational Support Personnel Association Master Agreement salary schedule, effective immediately, as presented.
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VI
ACTION ITEMS: (Con't.)

F.
1.
MOTION (Caulfield); SUPPORTED (Schwiderson), and carried unanimously the 


Board of Education accept Tracie Zobel as a PCMI employee for assignment to work under contract in our District in the position for which she has applied or been assigned for the 2017-18 school year, as presented.

 
G.
1.
MOTION (Walker); SUPPORTED (Robel), the Board of Education accept Robert 


Lyon as a METS employee for assignment to work under contract in our District in the 


position for which he has applied or been assigned for the 2017-18 school year, as 


presented.  Roll call vote as follows:



Ayes:     Caulfield, Robel, Walker, Selle, Moore, Garry




Nays:     None




Abstain: Schwiderson




Motion carried.

VII
INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS:
A. Superintendent's Update: Mr. Collier shared enrollment has increased; great start to the school year with many new programs and initiatives.
 
B.
Business Manager's Update: Mrs. Lyon shared Consumer’s Energy rebate check received.  

Small and rural school grant received.  Grant written for reimbursement of NWEA 


assessment. 

C.
Instructional Services Director's Update: Mrs. Kraatz shared new initiatives underway; details to be shared in the near future.  Implementing new third grade reading legislation.   

D.
K-12 Principal's Update: Mr. Zeien shared professional development days were excellent; many staff attended.  Middle/High School open house held; new process increased attendance to 68%.  Help of NHS students noted.  Spirit Week activities for Homecoming ongoing this week.  Spirit Committee commended for their work as well as Wolverine Pride Association.  Responsible Thinking Program to be discussed next month.  M-Step results and NWEA data to be shared next week. 
 
E.
Athletic Director's Update:  Not in attendance.  

F.
First Reading of Student Handbook Policy Revision: First reading of revision regarding meal charge policy; page 8 of student handbook.

G.
First Reading of Student Handbook Policy Revision: First reading of revision regarding flag flying policy; page 51 of student handbook.
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VII
INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: (Con't.)

H.
First Reading of Policy 5500: Student Conduct: First reading of revision regarding prohibited behavior of displaying symbols causing disruption to learning environment.

I.
First Reading of Policy 5514.01: Student Use of Motor Vehicles: First reading of revision regarding use of roadways and district authority over same.

J.
First Reading of Policy 8510: Wellness Policy: First reading of Wellness Policy revisions; Mrs. Marthaler and Mrs. Lyon commended for work on compliance with audit requirements.

K.
First Reading of Policy 2430: District-Sponsored Clubs and Activities: First reading of policy regarding dual participation in school sanctioned sports and club sports.

L.
Items from the Board: 


1.
H. Garry: Special meeting scheduled for September 25, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. to address 


timeliness of policy changes. 


2.
G. Walker: Policies in Items G, H, and I refer to students; questioned policies for 
adults.  Mr. Collier shared district has authority to maintain safe learning environment, 
control over grounds, and direct people from campus.  Discussion ensued regarding 
additional policies to address adult conduct.  Anti-harassment comes from 
state code; 
once an issue is determined a disruption to the learning environment, students' rights to 
free education is violated.


3.
C. Zeien: Homecoming Week this week; Wednesday scavenger hunt and bonfire; 
Friday parade and football game; Homecoming Classic and Homecoming Dance on 
Saturday.



4.
N. Selle: Expressed appreciation to administration for process to  pick up schedules 
and Chromebooks; very efficient.  RTP very impressive. 

IX
COMMENTS BY PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:  

1.
Nicol Kubik: Questioned opinion that flag flying is not a disruption. 

2.
N. Schwiderson: History of civil war and slavery shared.   


3.
H. Garry: Shared everyone has a right to a free education.  
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IX
COMMENTS BY PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: (Con't.)


4.
 J. Collier: Noted he had meetings with kids regarding issue; kids are great kids.  


Misunderstanding of what symbolism means; when and where flags allowed to be 



displayed.  Noted kids honored requests to take down flags.  Student did great job 


addressing meeting.  Issue only needs to cause discomfort to one person to create 


disruption of learning environment.
X
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION (Caulfield); SUPPORTED (Schwiderson), and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,







Nicholas Moore






Secretary  
 





/lal
