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The Compass Classroom: Student 

Centered Learning at Its Best

 All students can achieve rigorous learning goals including students with significant 

disabilities. The purpose of Compass is to ensure that all teachers receive high quality 

feedback and professional development to support them in improving their practice and 

helping students achieve such goals. Evaluators play a critical role in providing teachers 

with these opportunities, through observations and feedback conversations. 

 Expectations

 Begin with the end in Mind 

 Management with Fidelity



Student-Centered Classroom; Teacher as 

the Facilitator 

 Student-Centered Learning: It Starts With the Teacher—Compass lends itself to the student taking part in 
the learning process

 Student-centered classrooms include students in planning, implementation, and assessments. 
Involving the learners in these decisions will place more work on them, which can be a good 
thing. Teachers must become comfortable with changing their leadership style from directive to 
consultative -- from "Do as I say" to "Based on your needs, let's co-develop and implement a plan 
of action."

 Allow Students to Share in Decision Making

 Believe in Students' Capacity to Lead

 Recognize That Students Are Reflections of Us as Learners

 Give Up Need for Control

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-centered-learning-starts-with-teacher-john-mccarthy



Elements of a Student-Centered 

Classroom

 Construction of Learning (building learning together)

 Metacognition (thinking about thinking)

 Educator/student partnership in learning

 Collaborative learning (student-student)

 Meaningful assessment

http://www.iglls.org/files/classroom_brief.pdf





Compass Rubric

 Compass is about student learning; more often than not, it is carries a negative load. 

However, if the components are embedded in a curriculum or classroom, the students take 

ownership in the learning process. There is also an increase in student learning and 

participation. Subsequently, the teacher is successful.

 1c: Setting Instructional Outcomes

 2c: Managing Classroom Procedures

 3b: Questioning and Discussion Techniques

 3c: Engaging Students in Learning

 3d: Using Assessment in Instruction

 Ineffective, Emerging, Proficient, Highly Effective







What Does Student-Centered Look Like?

Torrence Williams-9th Grade WGeo

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7OdPQ2UW0c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7OdPQ2UW0c


What did you see?
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7th Grade Math

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB1QXOqUzZM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB1QXOqUzZM


What did you see?



What are Your Concerns?

 This is what teacher’s are saying:

 Trying to meet all of the components of the rubric in one class period

 Getting students to question each other instead of directing all questions to the teacher

 Giving the students control of their learning

 Student’s having to do everything in class, how much is enough? 




