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September 4, 2020 
 
Dear Charles Street School Students, 
 
I hope you are all doing well!  I just wanted to let you know a few things and hopefully 
answer a few questions for you.  I know some of you may not be looking forward to 
the start of school this year.  It could be because you did not have a good experience 
with online learning last year.  It could be because you’re afraid you’re not ready yet.  
Or you didn’t even really have a summer.  Or you worry about how your family is 
going to handle working, and school, and all of the other things families do.  Or you’re 
a bit nervous because you’re not quite sure what is going on.  Or you’re scared.  All of 
those feelings are ok.  Whatever you’re feeling is ok.  But even one of those feelings is 
a lot for anyone to handle by themselves.  Whether you’re in kindergarten or fifth 
grade.  Or all the grades in between.  Or all the grades above.  Or principal. 
 
The good thing is, the adults you know are more than happy to answer your questions 
or just make you feel better by talking about how you are feeling.  You just have to 
tell them.  And if you’re having a bad day with school and you don’t know what to do, 
message your teacher and tell them.  And just like when we are all in school, they will 
make sure that me or Mrs. Birch, or Ms. Del Rossi or Ms. Tyler or whoever it is you 
need to make you feel better find out.  And we will call, or email, stop by and visit and 
help you with what you need.  And I’ll be visiting your classes, and telling you jokes, 
and talking baseball, and helping you prepare for a test, and all of those things we do 
together in person.  I will even play Rock, Paper, Scissors with you every morning.  So 
please don’t keep your sad feelings to yourself! 
 
So, now that you know what you can expect from me, here’s what I expect from you:  
remember that we are a Panther Family and we are all working together to get 
through this.  My job is to keep it all together but the teachers’ job is to build it all and 
put it all together in the first place.  And they have been working unbelievably hard 
for you, as they always do.  And they, too, have families and are feeling a lot of 
different feelings, too.  So, just like I will be there for you, I am there for them.  You 
know how I expect you to treat your teacher and others when we are in the building.  
I know you will honor each other the same way you always do online.   
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The most important thing is that you need to log in every day.  You cannot just not 
come to school.  If there are issues or some days are hard for you to get to school, 
that’s ok.  Sometime you may have issues that you can’t control, like a power failure.  
But please let your teacher know as soon as you can.  We can get past almost any 
problem if we all work together.  The first few days of school may be a little rocky, I 
ask you to be patient and we will get into a rhythm before you know it! 
Enjoy your weekend and I look forward to seeing you in the days ahead! 
 
Mr. Tracey  
 
 
 
 


