
Dear Underwood School Families,  

 

Despite the challenges we have faced in the first weeks of the school year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Underwood School is off to a successful start.  Thanks and gratitude go out to the 

families, students, and staff for all the hard work, cooperation, and patience.  Thank you all! 

 

Yesterday, Governor Burgum announced that McLean is one of eight counties in North Dakota 

moving from the green 'low' COVID-19 transmission risk level to the yellow ‘moderate’ risk 

level. This decision is based on current data relating to the number of positive cases of COVID-

19 per county population.  In anticipation of this several adjustments to the safety precautions in 

place at Underwood School were made and communicated over the past week.  Those, and 

additional adjustments are noted below. 

 

In conjunction with the Level 2 operational guidance outlined in our Health & Safety Smart 

Restart Plan, we have implemented the NDDOH COVID-19 School Attendance Guidance with 

the purpose of ensuring that students and staff who are symptomatic stay at home until cleared 

by a medical professional. 

 

Our administration will continue to implement targeted quarantine procedures based on 

identified COVID-19 cases of students and staff. Individuals and cohorts in quarantine will 

continue participation in classes through distance learning procedures. These will vary based on 

the number and age of students affected and the ability to move specific classes and courses to an 

online format. 

 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear a face covering while we are in the heightened risk 

level designation and where social distancing is not feasible.  Additionally, greater restrictions to 

campus access for visitors will be implemented, with no visitors allowed beyond the main office 

without administrative approval. All other Level I protective measures currently in place will 

continue, and any additional updates and changes will be communicated as quickly as possible 

through our school's app, website, Facebook page, and instant alert system. This weekly update, 

including the daily health checklist, school attendance guidance decision tree for parents, and 

other information, will be issued every weekend.   

 

We encourage communication as we move forward and believe the best education for our 

students is attainable by working together during this pandemic.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

Brandt J. Dick   Kyle Hunt   Derrick Gross 

Superintendent   Secondary Principal  Elementary Principal 
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