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Welcome back 
to Garretson. 
We hope you 
have an excel-
lent year. 
Thanks for 
doing your part 
in keeping us 
all here.

  
This Week’s 

Need to Know 
 

FACT OF THE WEEK: Today is Na-
tional Wildlife Day and National 
Food Bank Day. There are lots of 
good deeds you can do to help out 
these days. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
Listen  to classical music while do-
ing homework. Research has 
shown that students who listen to 
classical music score higher on 
tests than students who listen to 
other genres.  
 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: Why was 
school easier for cavemen? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: 
Solve this rebus 
puzzle. 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, September 4 
 - FB @ Beresford (7:00) 
Monday, September 7 
 - No School—Labor Day 
Tuesday, September 8 
 - XC @ Garretson (4:00) 
 - Soccer v. West Central (5:30) 
 - JV FB @ Beresford (4:00) 
Thursday, September 10 
 - VB @ BEC v. Beresford (7:00) 
 - JHVB @ Tri-Valley (4:00) 

   
Worth Mentioning 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the class 
presidents and student council 
representatives. Student council 
representatives: Evan Bly (Sr. class 
president), Peyton Hove, Triston 
Rekstad, Oliviyah Thornton (Jr. 
class president), Morgan Pierret, 
Jaelyn Benson, Matthew Gilbert 
(So. class president), Hannah 
Frewaldt (Fr. class president), 
Caleb Roth 
 
VOLLEYBALL continues it’s winning 
streak at all levels taking down Bal-
tic yesterday. C, JV, and Varsity did 
not drop a set all night in their 
sweep of the Bulldogs. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK:  3 Days 
Next break is Labor Day: Sept. 7 

by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 
This year Garretson School District has 
three new teachers and would like you 
to welcome them with open arms. Two 
of them provided comment on some 
questions: Mrs. Lauren Stoterau (LS), 
fourth grade and Teddy Dauwen (TD), 
special education. 
 
Q: What has your first two weeks work-
ing at the school been like? Please elab-
orate on how the kids have been be-
having and how the schedule is working 
for you? 
LS: My first two weeks have been great. 
It's been nice getting to know my 
coworkers and stu-
dents. The students 
have been happy to be 
back at school. I think 
it will take a little while 
longer to get the hang 
of things and to get 
back into a routine for 
everyone.  
TD: It has been Pretty 
crazy, getting used to 
new coworkers and all 
the new kids, but it is 
good to be back in 
school rather than 
online. 
 
Q: Why did you 
choose to apply here? 
LS: I live on a farm 
about eight miles from here so it was the closest school 
and my husband graduated from high school. I have a 
couple connections here. 
TD: I had just moved to Sioux Falls but wanted to work in 
a smaller town because I like the small town atmos-
phere.  

 
Q: What drew you to this school? 
LS: Everyone's main goal is to do 
what they can to help students suc-
ceed and I believe that's most im-
portant. 
 
Q: where did you teach before here? 
LS: Flandreau School District 
TD: Webster Area School District 
 
Q:Where did you go to college? 
LS: Northern State University. 
TD: Northern State University. 

 
Q:Do you have any 
fun facts about 
yourself that you 
would like to share. 
LS: I have been 
teaching for four 
years. I taught for 
three years in Flan-
dreau and this year I 
am teaching here. 
TD: I just recently 
got married in June 
and have a dog, 
Kora.  
 
Q: What do you 
think of the stu-
dents here at Gar-
retson School? 

LS: I love them. The students are so welcoming and my 
coworkers are helping with the schedule, Kind of helping 
me get used to it here I love the students. 
TD: The students are great. Walking in the halls and pass-
ing students I don't know and seeing them wave to me 
or say hi shows how friendly everyone is. 

JOKE: Because there was no history to study   BRAINTEASER: One foot in the door 

New year, new teachers Three new faces join 
the Blue Dragons 

teaching staff for the 
2020-2021 school 

Mrs. Lauren Stoterau brings three years of 
experience to Garretson. She previously taught 
and coached in Flandreau. Mrs. Stoterau teaches 
fourth grade. 

Mrs. Teddy Dauwen spent last year in 
Webster before coming to Garretson this 
year. Mrs. Dauwen spends her day with 
students in the self-contained special 

Ms. Jeena Lentz is the new second grade 
teacher this year. Ms. Lentz previously taught 
in St. Paul, MN. Ms. Lentz was unavailable for 
an interview this week. 

COVID-19 modifications 
affect sports, arts 
by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer 
 
     With the new precautions for 
COVID-19 in schools, there have been 
many changes to extracurricular activi-
ties, specifically sports. Garretson 
School has not postponed any sports 
seasons, however there have been several modifications to the procedures for games as well as practices.  
     When asked about how COVID-19 is affecting athletic activities, Mr. Kevin Steckler, the athletics director, gave 
some information on how Garretson High School is proceeding with athletic activities.  
     Many schools have postponed or canceled game seasons (such as Minnesota pushing back football and volleyball 
to the spring), but Garretson, and much of South Dakota, is continuing their regular sport schedule. “No games are 
being postponed, we’re operating our practices and games and functioning normally,” Mr. Steckler stated. Although, 
he noted that marching band has been greatly affected by COVID-19 as all but one competition has been canceled.  
possible during practices and games, and athletes are even encouraged to ride to and from events with a parent.  

Some different pre-
cautions, procedures 
were put in play to 
hopefully virus spread 

Continued on page 3 
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Multiple tragedies around globe 

by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
     In the past month there have been multiple global tragedies, but they have been overshadowed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Hurricane Laura, the bombing in Beirut, and an early fire season for California are a few examples of this. 
Where thousands are dead and injured, yet these haven’t made national headlines. 
 
Hurricane Laura 
     Hurricane Laura hit Louisiana's coastline 
Thursday morning, August 27. With wind 
gusts of 150 mph (category 4), hundreds of 
thousands were asked to evacuate their 
homes to safety. Once Laura hit land, the hur-
ricane downgraded to a category 2. 
      The aftermath caused around $12 billion 
in damages, 600,000 people without clean 
water, more than 250,000 without power, 
thousands of people homeless, and as of 
right now 15 deaths. FEMA (Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency) has delivered 2.6 
million liters of water and 1.4 millions of 
meals. 
     Laura is the 10th hurricane to reach shore 
in the U.S. with winds of 150 mph or more. 
The storm produced between 8 and 12 inches 
of rain. The scary part is, that the 2020 hurri-
cane season is not close to being finished. 

 
Bombing in Beirut 
     On August 4th, Beirut, Lebanon experi-
enced an ammonium nitrate disaster. Ac-
cording to Professor Andy Tyas (expert on 
blast protection engineering) stated, 
“Whatever the precise charge size, this is 
unquestionably one of the largest non-
nuclear explosions in history, far bigger than 
any conventional weapon.” 
     Approximately 2,750 tons of ammonium 
nitrate (NH4NO3) was stored unsafely in a 
warehouse at the port. NH4N03 is commonly 
used as a source for fertilizer, but militants 
have made bombs using the substance. Even-
tually catching fire, the blast destroyed the 
immediate dockside area including ware-

houses and ships. The explosion’s shockwaves stretched for five miles, which blew out windows at Beirut International 
Airport.  
     According to the New York Times, more than 150 people were killed and left thousands injured. The government 
estimated around 300,000 people had to leave their homes. Officials believe the explosion caused $10 to $15 billion in 
losses. The day after the blast thousands of Lebanese citizens helped clean up the streets of Beirut. Lebanese activist, 
Ralph Baydou said “ This is what is keeping the state alive. Us, the Lebanese citizens stepping in instead of the State.” 
 
California Fires 
     California is known for its ruthless fires. 
Over the years, the state has done every-
thing they can to help prevent the spread of 
the wildfires. However, it is still not enough. 
With help calls being left unanswered, Cali-
fornians are taking things into their own 
hands. 
     A few weeks ago, a lightning storm 
brought the fire season earlier than usual. 
Fires have burned through 1.4 million acres 
of land in Northern California, taking with 
them thousands of homes.  
     Outnumbered by the flames, California’s 
citizens are creating a growing market for DIY 
firefighting. People are buying and selling 
used fire trucks on the Bay Area’s Craigslist.  
Lance Williams, property owner in California 
stated, “While a single fire truck can’t do 
much to stop a raging wildfire, it can squirt 
out spot fires, prevent a fire from jumping a 
defensive firebreak, or hold a fire at bay until 
reinforcements arrive.” Fire season typically 
lasts between August and November, averaging about 5,000-7,000 fires. 

Natural and man-made disasters take toll on millions 

     Spearheaded by student interest 
and staff willingness to supervise. 
Garretson is able to offer more clubs 
this academic year.  
     Most clubs and discussion groups 
meet during the lunch period, mak-
ing it easy for students to stay true to 
their other commitments as well 
(athletics, arts, jobs, academics, and 
study hall). 
Anime Club—Thursdays during 
lunch, room 214 (new this year, see 
Mrs. Pliska for more information) 
TATU—Tuesdays during lunch, room 
214 (see Mrs. Pliska for more infor-
mation) 
Coffee with a Counselor—1st and 
3rd Wednesdays during lunch, room 
214 (see Mrs. Pliska for more infor-
mation) 
Culture Club—2nd and 4th Wednes-
day during lunch, room 214 (see Mrs. 
Pliska for more information) 
Film Club—Mondays and Fridays 
during lunch, Mr. Hughes’ room (see 
Mr. Hughes for more information) 
Oral Interp—Starting soon, much will 
be online this year (see Ms. Brown 
for more information) 

More clubs 
available to 
students this 
school year 

California residents do all the can to protect their property despite the raging wildfires.  
Picture taken from NPR (https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2020/09/01/907054422/diy-

firefighting-in-california ) Photo credit: Josh Edelson/AFP via Getty Images  

Drone footage near Lake Charles, Louisiana shows the damage caused by Hurricane Laura’s 
strong winds.  Hurricane Laura made landfall as a category 4 storm. 
Picture taken from AAAS (https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/08/tales-storm-how-four-
scientists-tracked-hurricane-laura ) Photo credit: AP photo/David J. Phillip 

More than 100 people died, and thousands were injured when an inadvertent explosion happened 
a month ago. Picture taken from Business Insider (https://www.businessinsider.com/beirut-
officials-unloaded-floating-bomb-ignored-warnings-for-years-report-2020-8 ) Photo credit:  
Haytham El Achkar/Getty Images  

    We are just over two weeks into 
the school year and homecoming is 
less than two weeks away already. 
Things this year are moving fast, and 
the homecoming festivities are no 
exception. After online voting for 
class officers and student council, 
these grade representatives met and 
established “A Year to Remember” as 
the homecoming theme. And 2020 
has been a year to remember. 
MONDAY: Class Color Day 
 - Seniors—black 
 - Juniors—orange 
 - Sophomores—green 
 - Freshmen—pink 
TUESDAY: Decade Day 
 - Seniors—’80s 
 - Juniors—’00s 
 - Sophomores—’70s 
 - Freshmen—’60s 
WEDNESDAY: Holiday Day 
 - Seniors—Halloween 
 - Juniors—Christmas 
 - Sophomores—Independence Day 
 - Freshmen—New Year’s Eve 
THURSDAY: Destination Day 
 - Seniors—Sturgis 
 - Juniors—Hawaii 
 - Sophomores—Hollywood 
 - Freshmen—Texas 
FRIDAY: Spirit Day 

Homecoming 
theme, days 
announced 

https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2020/09/01/907054422/diy-firefighting-in-california
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2020/09/01/907054422/diy-firefighting-in-california
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/08/tales-storm-how-four-scientists-tracked-hurricane-laura
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/08/tales-storm-how-four-scientists-tracked-hurricane-laura
https://www.businessinsider.com/beirut-officials-unloaded-floating-bomb-ignored-warnings-for-years-report-2020-8
https://www.businessinsider.com/beirut-officials-unloaded-floating-bomb-ignored-warnings-for-years-report-2020-8
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R.I.P Chadwick Aaron Boseman 
by Oliviyah Thornton 
staff writer 
 
     Chadwick Aaron Bose-
man was an American ac-
tor best known for his 
roles in 42 and Black Pan-
ther. He passed away on 
August 28, 2020, after 
battling colon cancer for 
four years. He touched the 
hearts of many African 
Americans and gave them 
hope for a better, bigger 
produced black movies 
that would give proper 
representation. 
     To the African American 
community, Boseman 
shined brightly in there 
eyes because they finally 
had a black hero on screen 
they could watch, enjoy, 
and look up to. His passing 
has not only affected the 
African American commu-
nity but people worldwide. 
His career might have 
been short, but he did a lot for the short time he 
had on the big screen. 
 
The early life of Boseman 
     Boseman was born in Anderson, South Carolina 
in 1976. Later in life, he attended Howard Univer-
sity in Washington D.C. and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in directing. To continue his 
education, he studied at the British American Dra-
ma Academy in Oxford, England for acting, before 
moving to Los Angeles to pursue his dream in 
acting. 
     His career took off after a while. His early acting 
career mainly consisted of stage productions such 
as Breathe, Romeo and Juliet, Bootleg Blues, Zoo-
man, and Willie's Cut and Shine. He would later 
win AUDELCO reward for his performance as E.J. in 
2002's Urban Transitions: Loose Blossoms. 
     Boseman’s career didn’t always consist of 
acting but also participation in Hip Hop Theatre 
Festival and he has also written plays such as Hier-

oglyphic Graffiti, Deep Azure, and 
Rhyme Deferred. In addition, he 
has directed numerous stage pro-
ductions and a short film called 
“Blood Over a Broken Pawn.” 
     After his early success with 
being a stage actor, writer, and 
director, he finally got his big 
break. He landed a few gigs in TV 
shows such as Third Watch, CSI: 
NY, All My Children, Lincoln 
Heights, Lie to Me, The Glades 
and Cold Case…etc. but he finally 
broke through with his two big-
screen portrayals as the African 
American baseball player in Jack-
ie Robinson in 42 and soul singer 
James Brown in Get on Up. Later, 
he would play one of his most 
well-known roles as T'Challa in 
Black Panther. 
     Chadwick Aaron Boseman was 
an upcoming actor and many fans 
and people in the movie indus-
tries were excited to see what 
type of actor he would become. 
His future was so bright and 
hopeful but sadly at the age of 43 

years old he passed away. He had been fighting 
colon cancer for four years until it progressed to 
stage IV where he lost the battle on August 28, 
2020. 
     “A true fighter, Chadwick persevered through it 
all, and brought you many of the films you have 
come to love so much, From Marshall to Da 5 
Bloods, August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 
and several more — all were filmed during and 
between countless surgeries and chemotherapy. It 
was the honor of his 
career to bring King 
T’Challa to life in Black 
Panther. He died in his 
home, with his wife 
and family by his 
side.” A quote provid-
ed by Boseman’s fami-
ly and reported by the 
Biography Newsletter. 
 

Paying Tribute 
     Since Boseman’s passing the internet has been 
flooded with videos, arts and tweets honoring his 
memory and sharing with the internet what he 
meant to them. A few of his co-stars from Black 
Panther share there thoughts with the world and 
show respect towards Boseman and his family. 
Biography Newsletter provided the quotes. 
     Michael B. Jordan wrote a tribute on Instagram 
towards Boseman, “I’m gonna miss your honesty, 
your generosity, your sense of humor, and incredi-
ble gifts. I’ll miss the gift of sharing space with you 
in scenes. I’m dedicating the rest of my days to live 
the way you did.” 
     Danai Gurira gave her message as well, “Such a 
pure hearted, profoundly generous, regal, fun 
guy...A true class act. And so perfectly equipped to 
take on the responsibility of leading the franchise 
that changed everything for Black representation. 
He made everyone feel loved, heard and seen.” 
     Gurira then goes on to showing her apprecia-
tion and love for his personality, “He played great, 
iconic roles because he possessed inside of himself 
that connection to greatness to be able to so richly 
bring them to life. He had a heroic spirit, and 
marched to the beat of his own drum; hence his 
excellence as an artist and the incredible courage 
and determination as he faced life’s challenges; 
while still guiding us all.” 
     Another quote came from Angela Basset shared 
a personal connection she had with him which 
goes way back before they starred in Black Pan-
ther together. 
     “This young man’s dedication was awe-
inspiring, his smile contagious, his talent unreal. So 
I pay tribute to a beautiful spirit, a consummate 
artist, a soulful brother. 

Influential actor leaves legacy of 
generosity and kindness 

COVID-19 modifications affect sports, arts 
 
 

     Still, there are precautions in place to help slow the spread of the virus. 
Masks are required in the weight room, with only 14 students occupying it at 
a time. Garretson High School is stressing social distancing distancing when-
ever possible during practices and games, and athletes are even encouraged 
to ride to and from events with a parent.  
     Masks are not required for students while participating in games, but are 
highly suggested for spectators. Currently open attendance is permitted at 
games, with expectations in place for fans to maintain safe distance from 
each other. Students in grades K-5 are to sit with their parents at all times, 
and students in grades 6-12 are expected to sit in the student section or with 
a parent.  
     Mr. Steckler was questioned about what procedures would be taken if an 
athlete contracted COVID-19; “We’d have to report the positive case to the 
South Dakota High School Activities Association (SDHSAA), as well as The De-
partment of Health.” If one of the participating students received the coro-
navirus, they and anyone else who was in close contact would be quaran-
tined for two weeks.  
     Garretson has not lost any athletes directly because of the pandemic, stu-
dents still have the same interest as years prior. Mr. Steckler mentioned that 
he’s big on students participating in activities, while still educating them on 
the reality of the virus. He says it’s imperative that Garretson School keeps 
activities open for the students as it’s important for their mindsets, and 
there’s safety measures that can be put in place to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19.  

Continued from page 1 

Chadwick Boseman, while a talented actor, shed his 
light and talents to champion for change and 
awareness. Boseman’s death has also recently brought 
attention to colorectal cancer, the cause of his passing. 

Photo  from Wikipedia and the Wikimedia Foundation 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:Chadwick_Boseman_(35411712094)_(cropped).jpg ) 

While it is not mandated, many students choose to wear masks when cheering at athletic events, where social 
distancing is a little more difficult to accomplish. Parker Schlenker, Dylan Kindt, and Evan Bly have been 
staples at extra curricular activities this year and have modeled mask wearing for younger spectators too. 

Photo by Morgan Pierret 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chadwick_Boseman_(35411712094)_(cropped).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chadwick_Boseman_(35411712094)_(cropped).jpg
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Homecoming court  
announced 

Positives to take out of this 

by Morgan Pierret 
staff writer 
 
     Covid. Coronavirus. Rona. Whatever you want to call it, it’s all you hear 
about on the news, radio, and read about in the newspaper. People from all 
around the world were stuck in quarantine, and it seemed like life was on 
pause. But, while we were stuck inside and it seemed like nothing was going 
on, there were still some positive things that happened. Instead of only talk-
ing about the negative side of this pandemic, here are some of the positive 
things that have happened during the past six months.  
     Our earth has benefited greatly from this pandemic and is now healthier 
than it has been in previous years. China has the world’s largest carbon foot-
print in the world, and because of covid-19 the amount of carbon produced 
was cut down by a quarter. Since businesses and factories had to shut down, 
there wasn’t any smog coming out of the buildings. Six out of ten of the 
world’s most polluted cities reported to have cleaner air. Also, the amount of 
cars on the road decreased since everything was closed and people were stay-
ing at home.  
     Along with cleaner air, clearer and cleaner waterways have been seen all 
across the globe. With the reduced amounts of boats traveling through water 
passages, waterways have become clearer. Although experts say the water is 
mainly clearing up because boats aren’t stirring up sediment from the bottom 
of the waterways, this is still a positive sign and a head in the right direction.  
     Some lessons were also learned during this pandemic. People have learned 
to think about the health of others and put them first. The health of elderly 
people and people with diseases and disabilities is a big concern for a lot of 
people and the reason why some people wear a mask. The importance of 
spending time with family was also a lesson learned by many.  
     During quarantine John Krasinski, from the TV show The Office, started a 
YouTube channel called Some Good News. He made videos about some posi-
tive things that were happening around the world, since the pandemic was all 
people were thinking about. This shed some light on some of the positive 
things happening and took people’s minds off of all the chaos.  
     Positive things have been happening to people locally, too. People have 
been getting in shape and doing things they didn’t have time for before quar-
antine. Here’s what some staff and students had to say about their quarantine 
experience.  

Q: Is there anything you did/anything that happened that was 
a positive experience during quarantine?  
 
Mr. Heumiller: “I got to spend some more time doing the hob-
bies I enjoy, mainly working out, playing guitar, and golfing! I 
even got to read a book I have always wanted to read. Oh, and I 
got to spend a lot of quality time with Ivy.”  
 
Jaelyn Benson: “I played on a basketball team and improved my 
skills.”  
 
Mrs. Buchholz: “One of my favorite parts of the COVID quaran-
tine was all the extra time I had with my family. We started a 
board game tournament, keeping track of how we all placed. 
We play games like Monopoly, UNO, Rummikub, Candy Land, 
and Chutes and Ladders, plus all the extra time to go golfing as a 
family.  
 
Dylan Kindt: “I enjoyed spending time with my family and 
friends” 
 
Mr. Bohl: “I helped people get stuff done around their house. 
My wife would’ve probably divorced me if I hadn’t got out of 
the house and found something to do.”  

While it may not be ideal, it’s not all bad either 

After a little surprise at each of their doors last night, the homecoming court candidates were announced 
to the school via a video put together but juniors on student council and Mr. Schrank’s multimedia class. 
Queen candidates are Lizzie Olson, Mattea Fiegen, Peyton Hove, Kaycie King, and Kennedy Bucknberg. 
King candidates are Jake Schroeder, Evan Bly, matthew Rattenborg, Triston Rekstad, and Sam Konechne 
(not pictured). Watch the Court Introduction video here: https://youtu.be/fR_FOz23VmY 

You can also follow multimedia’s 

podcast, the Blue Dragon Buzz. 

Find it on Spotify and subscribe. 

Blue Ink Birthday Shout Outs 
Happy birthday to the following Blue Dragons! 
 - Alyssa Garcia, sixth grader (Sept. 1) - Favorite birthday tradition: Going out to eat with my family 
 - Nora Bonte, eighth grader (Sept. 1) - Favorite birthday gift: A Gift Card to Scheels 
 - Samantha Kruger, junior (Sept. 1) - Favorite birthday gift: Farenheit 451, I like reading those types of books so receiving one makes me happy 
 - Aaliyah Stensland, seventh grade - Favorite birthday gift: All of them. 
 - Kenzie Henseler, senior (Sept. 3) - Favorite birthday gift: I got a Chihuahua for my 10th birthday 
 - Ben Wastell (Sept. 5) - Favorite birthday gift: A leather bag I had been wanting for a while 
 - Morgan Pierret (Sept. 8) - Favorite birthday gift: Dying my hair 
 - Sydney Olson (Sept. 9) - Favorite birthday gift: Clothes, money, and shoes 

https://youtu.be/fR_FOz23VmY

