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District Mission Statement: 

INSPIRE – UNIFY – ACHIEVE 

 

Homecoming  is scheduled for the week of September 21 –25  **Check social media for details 

School Pictures  are scheduled for Thursday, September 24, 2020 

 

Please know that we have tried to make any information in this publication as accurate as possible. 

Information changes daily, if not, hourly.  Please don’t hesitate to check out the school’s social media 

presence on Facebook, Twitter,  

Instagram, and the school’s website. 
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Riverside  

Class of 2024 

If you know of anyone who is in need of any of the following items, 
PLEASE contact the personnel listed below. 

Backpack Program 

Riverside Elementary and Intermedi-

ate School students have the oppor-

tunity to participate in the  BACK-

PACK PROGRAM again this school 

year. The backpack program is de-

signed to provide food for hungry chil-

dren at times when other resources 

are not available, such as during week-

ends and school vacations.  

Food Bank for the Heartland supplies 

packs filled with nutritious food for 

children to take home on Friday after-

noons. Each pack provides two break-

fast meals and two lunch or dinner 

meals. If you would like your child/

children to participate, please call Jana 

Hensley at 484-2291 or email me at 

jhensley@riverside.k12.ia.us.  Thanks! 
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Volleyball Camp 2020 

Riverside Volleyball hosted its annual camp August 5th-7th. 

This year we had 38 4th-6th graders and 34 7th-12th graders 

attend camp. The younger girls brought a lot of energy to all 

three days. They worked from 9-11 a.m. building individual 

and team skills. The high school girls had the opportunity to 

work one-on-one with the 4th-6th graders to act as role mod-

els and coaches. At the end of the three days, the high 

school girls wrote notes of encouragement for the youth kids 

to take home with them. The 7th-12th graders worked hard 

from 1-4:30 p.m. those three days, as well. These days were 

full of fast-paced drills, skill and team development, and high

-energy competitions. Camp was a great kick-off to every-

one’s season and we wish everyone good luck this year!  We 

thank Brooke Flathers for this article and the pictures. 
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Mr. Kroon’s September Newsletter 

I am writing this article on August 28. This is a significant date as it represents the 

first completed-full week of school since March 13! This week has been so good for 

the educator’s soul. Our students did wonderfully this first week. There are many rule 

tweaks and new regulations, and of course the masks. For the most part, our issues 

have been with improper wearing of the masks, and when corrected, students have 

been respectful and followed protocol. So, I commend the students for being respect-

ful and coming each day to learn and grow. 

Secondly, it is important to compliment our teachers. Their summer plans have 

largely revolved around retooling their curriculum and preparing for the possibilities 

of 2020-2021. I have met with all of our teachers individually, and asked them all their 

plans for traditional, hybrid, and full remote learning. They have all pondered this, 

prepared, and continue to prepare for every scenario. Most of these measures have 

included bolstering their online content, and thinking of ways to deliver content 

should we go hybrid or full remote learning. Online learning is not ideal, but I am 

certain that if we go that route, we are ready! The biggest challenge for teachers will 

be if we have to go hybrid at our school. This would require a 50/50 split of the stu-

dents. So teachers are left to contemplate double loading on days students are here, 

or creating some sort of instruction via technology for students face to face and 

online alike to receive content at the same time. I have the utmost respect for our 

teachers, and witnessing the process and the passion this first week has made my 

administrator’s heart smile. 

Lastly, thanks to all of our supporters in the community. The last 160 days have been 

rather rough, and definitely full of uncertainty. Things have changed many times as 

guidance and regulations from the Governor, Dept of Education, Iowa Department of 

Health, and both activities associations have been passed down. Your support along 

with the work of our staff has proven once again that the joint and unified efforts of 

our community can overcome major obstacles.  

So for now, things are great! Students and teachers bless our halls once more, and fall 

activities have started. We all have a renewed purpose, and a hope and faith that 

even greater days are head. And if they aren’t, we are way more ready! Have a great 

day, and an even better first semester! 

#weRriverside 

Riverside students McKenna Sick, Raven Moore, and Jaxon Kadel showed their swine for the 4-H show at the Iowa State Fair.  Jill Kadel has provided us with these pic-

tures.  Congrats, kids!! 

Above:  McKenna Sick 

Right:  Raven Moore 
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Mrs. Flathers had her advisory compete in a rock, paper, scis-

sors tournament outside. It was a great activity outdoors as we 

were able to social distance and still have a lot of fun together! 

The champions were Lane Shellberg, Emery Evans, and Aaron 

Smith-Haven 

Riverside Blood Drive - August 6th 

Thank you to everyone who came and donated blood on August 6th. We were very 

excited that we were able to collect 49 units of blood! This was the most that we 

have ever received during a summer drive!  45 of the 50 people that attempted to 

donate were successful. That means that we were able to save 147 lives! Once 

again, thank you for all of you who donated. The Tuesday before the drive, only 12 

donors had signed up and we had 50 donors three days later. Thank you for the 

amazing turnout and support.  

Every year two seniors receive a scholarship from the Red Cross and the amount of 

the scholarship depends on how many pints we collect. This year the two seniors 

are Kenna Ford and Chiara Rains. We are on track for them to make more money 

than last year! 

We will be having another blood drive November 2nd at the High School. This loca-

tion is subject to change if the school goes online instead of in-person. National 

Honor Society thanks you for your continuous support and look forward to your 

donations in November. 

 Angie Fritz donated money to the High School Math Department to purchase graphing 

calculators. (Joni Houser) 

Hello, I'm Meridith Martens, the 

school's new nurse. I graduated from 

Mount Mercy College in Cedar Rap-

ids, Iowa. I have a nursing background 

in Pediatrics at the U of I and Chil-

dren's Hospital as well as Public 

Health at the Pottawattamie County 

WIC Office.  I am married to Dana 

Martens and our children Dane, Ada-

line, and Clara attend school in the 

district.  I love spending time with 

family, attending our children's activi-

ties, and reading in my spare time.  I 

am so excited to start this new and 

interesting adventure with all of you 

this year. 
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Students and staff members worked together to help Mrs. Houser and Mr. Rice switch classrooms. After the first couple of days of school, it was noticed that moving them 

classrooms would limit the mixture of students in the high school hallways by keeping 6th grade closer to their home rooms and lockers. (Flathers Photos) 

Riverside High School students in Mrs. Hardy's classes have successfully completed 

an orientation week featuring a completely digitized lesson plan and practice with 

new apps. The week concluded with each class deploying to a remote location in the 

high school to participate in a Zoom meeting. Students understand that remote 

learning would have its drawbacks, but they are showing that they are up to the chal-

lenge, and are learning some powerful lessons in problem-solving. Mrs. Hardy re-

ported. "Overall, it has been a really positive week. I'm thankful that students are 

showed some patience and resourcefulness as they practiced for the remote learning 

that may, or may not happen in the coming months."  (Photos submitted by Mrs. 

Hardy) 
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Playing 31-derful in Mrs. Houser’s 8th grade Math Class. The Winners are Taven M., Caden F. and Logan R 

Mrs. Garcia’s Chemistry Class Collaborates Outdoors 

On the first day, staff greeted 6-12th graders as they entered the building masked up 

and ready to start the year.  
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Notes From Mr. Crum (PK-5th Grade Principal) 
Well, we've made it through the hardest part of the year...the first week of 

school. Over the course of the first week, I visited every classroom on nu-

merous occasions. It seemed like all the kids were genuinely happy to be 

back at school and even though they had masks/facial coverings on, it was 

easy to tell when they had a smile on their face. I really enjoyed getting into 

the classrooms and reconnecting with former students and meeting some of 

the new preschoolers and kindergartners. Usually, I am settling with my 3rd 

grade class but this year I got to meet, say "hi," and settle in with about 350 

students, and over 50 staff. What a feeling it is to connect with so many peo-

ple at the beginning of the school year! 

As we continue learning in the bubble, it is important that we focus on what 

students need to continue to learn and grow. For any student to succeed, the 

need to feel welcomed, connected and safe in their classroom. The district 

has stressed over the first couple weeks relationships before rigor and com-

passion before content. Relationships are one of most important ingredients 

in making sure students succeed. The social emotional health of our students 

is one of the things our staff identified as a major component of returning to 

school this year. We are going to do anything and everything we can to make 

sure students want to come to and enjoy school.  

Even though visitors aren't allowed in the buildings it is still important to 

have a strong school/family connection. If you have any questions about how 

we are forming relationships or providing social emotional support to our 

students please reach out to your child's teacher or myself. 

School Board Member Jamie Kadel 

brought popsicles to Oakland Elemen-

tary School on Thursday afternoon. 

With sweltering temperatures the first 

week of school, the popsicles were 

much appreciated!! Thank you Mr. 

Kadel! (Photos submitted by Annie 

Vorthmann) 

Mr. Kadel 

Lindsey Henderson Photo 
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 Miss Jansen’s class reading because they couldn’t wait to get a book in their hands! And then a first day group picture!  

THEY SAVED FRED 

Mrs. Plagman’s 3rd grade class worked in teams and they saved Fred. It’s a STEM activity. Fred’s (gummy worm) boat (plastic cup) has capsized and his life preserver (a 

candy peach) is stuck under the boat and he is sitting on top of the boat. Students have to get the boat flipped over, Fred in the boat, and his life preserver on him. The 

catch is you cannot touch Fred or the boat with any part of your body. The kids get two paper clips to use to move Fred and the boat. It takes some patience and practice 

but all the kids got it. (Plagman Photos) 
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Welcome Preschoolers!  Our thanks to Mrs. Henderson for sharing photos of her new students. 
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This information was found at the site listed  below: 

https://iowadot.gov/schoolbus/School%20Bus%20Safety%
20Brochure.pdf?ver=2016-03-03-083309-953 
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The 2021 trip to Washington DC and Philadelphia has been canceled. This decision 

was made to try to ensure the safety of our students, families, and staff.  Besides 

health concerns, many of the historical sites are closed or have limited ac-

cess.  The trip will be rescheduled for the Spring of 2022. I hope to have another 

great opportunity next year. (Alex Oliver) 
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JP lumber set up their picnic tables so that Oakland Ele-

mentary students could eat outside instead of their class-

rooms. It was a giant first grade picnic!! Thank you so 

much to JP Lumber for being so generous! Pictured are 

Mrs. Henry's, Mrs. Byers and Mrs. Vorthmann's classes.  

Our thanks to Mrs. Vorthmann for the pictures. 

JP 

LUMBER 
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*FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES*      There have been some changes! 
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Every volleyball player and coach will get Four (4) Pink WIC 

CVOID Cards with their names on them. The volleyball play-

ers and coaches can distribute them however they want. To 

be admitted in to the game, a spectator must present the tick-

et taker with the pass before paying to get in.  

Senior Kenna Ford and her teammates opened their 2020 volleyball 

season with wins over Bedford and Essex.  Kenna reached a career-

high 1000 assists.  Congrats to Kenna and to her teammates on a 

great start to the season!  The team is coached by Brooke Flathers. 

The Riverside Booster Club is excited for the 2020/2021 school year! 

The concession stands will be open, however, we will only be serv-

ing prepackaged food and drinks. We are currently holding our 

membership drive- Booster Club memberships are $15 person/ $25 

couple. Memberships can be purchased by contacting a member, a 

building secretary,  and through our Facebook page. All member-

ship fees, concession monies, and donations go directly to benefit 

Riverside students. In the past the Booster Club has purchased new 

uniforms, wind screens for the athletic fields, the Bulldog fence 

cups, student trips, classroom ukuleles, tents for Track, and various 

other items and student activities. The Booster Club would like to 

extend a special thank you to Dr. Charles & Carm Pigneri for their 

generous $500 donation to the Booster Club!  We appreciate all of 

your support!  

Mrs. Allen and Mrs. 
Hensley mask up for 

the first day of school. 
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*FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES*      There have been some changes! 
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Each week, teachers 

nominate players to 

be our Captain of the 

Week.  Players are 

nominated based on 

the leadership in the 

hallways and in the 

classroom.  Congrats 

to Caden Manzer for 

being the first 

“Captain of the 

Week” for the game 

against Red Oak.   

(Tyler Johannsen) 
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Football  

Riverside vs. Red Oak 

It’s a Riverside Win   45-0  
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