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What happens if a child or the teacher in the classroom tests positive for Covid? All 
students and the teacher in the classroom will be quarantined for 14 days or two weeks 
from the last day of exposure. Lessons will immediately be started virtually for everyone in 
the classroom and the teacher will continue to run the class from home. 

What if the teacher is gone and a substitute teacher cannot be found? We do our very best to 
find substitute teachers when teachers are absent. Due to Covid, substitutes are very difficult to 
find. If we are unable to find a substitute for your child’s classroom by 6:15am, your child 
will have virtual school from home that day. We know this is an inconvenience, however, the 
alternative is to cancel school in person for ALL Classes at Lathrop Elementary due to a shortage 
of teachers. The high school is currently in this situation and cannot avoid going virtual. We would 
rather have one classroom at home learning virtually to cover the days a substitute could not be 
found rather than an entire school going virtual. 

Will I be given notice my child needs to go virtual due to lack of a substitute teacher 
or due to a positive Covid test? Yes, you will be given notice no later than 6:15 the 
morning of, and if at all possible, you will receive notice the day or night before. It really 
depends on the circumstances. This is similar to a snow day when there isn’t a lot of notice, 
but we will do everything we can to let you know ahead of time.  

Can’t you just split up the students in one class and put them in the other classes in 
that grade level? No, unfortunately due to Covid, our classes must stay in self contained 
groups and cannot mix together. This is the reason for virtual learning if a substitute teacher 
cannot be secured or if someone in the self contained room tests positive for Covid. 

What if my child doesn't have internet access or a device to use on an emergency 
virtual day? If the virtual day is temporary (one or two days) and a child doesn’t have 
access, efforts will be made when they return to school to catch them up, much like a sick 
day would be. However, we will do everything we can to provide your child with a device 
and access to the internet. If possible, and in a circumstance of prolonged virtual school 
(more than 3 days) a device will be brought to your child if you cannot arrange to pick it up. 

Will I be notified when my child’s classroom will be back in person after virtual 
day(s)? Yes, we will provide notice the day before in person school resumes so parents 
can plan accordingly. It is easier for us to plan on when a teacher will return than when a 
teacher may be absent. 

 



Should I help my child with their virtual learning? Yes, if possible your child could use 
someone to support them as they work. However, we don’t want parents or siblings to 
complete the students' work. It is important your child does as much work as they can with 
limited support in particular with independent activities like handwriting. 

Where is the elementary landing page?  The elementary landing page can be found on 
the school district website. It is also linked here: 
https://sites.google.com/lathropschools.com/lathropelementaryschool/home 

Will my child be required to wear a mask? Yes, the current Clinton County Health 
Department mandate is for students and school personnel to wear masks or face shields 
the majority of the time with exceptions for lunch, recess, and physical education class. 
Comfort is most important; have your child try on their masks. Teachers are making efforts 
to provide safe breaks from masks when social distancing permits. 

What if my child runs a temperature or gets sick at school? If your child is found to have a 
temperature of 100.4 or greater or any covid related symptoms, they will be sent to the 
isolation room beside the nurse’s office and supervised until a person can pick your child up 
from school as soon as possible. 

What is an isolation room and who supervises the children in isolation? The isolation 
room is designated for students running fevers greater than 100.4 or with covid related 
symptoms and will be supervised by the nurse. The isolation room is next to the nurses office 
and will serve as a safe place to isolate students with fevers or Covid symptoms until they can 
be picked up from school. 

When can my child return to school if they were sent home with a fever or ill? If your child is 
sent home because of symptoms or fever, they will not be allowed to return for a minimum of 24 
hours provided they are fever-free without medication and have improvement of other symptoms. 
Some students may need to stay home longer if instructed to by their health care provider or the 
Clinton County Health Department. While they are at home they can follow along and continue 
working on assignments through our virtual option. 

What time can my child come to school in the morning? 7:35 is the earliest any child may 
enter the building with any adult supervision. We are asking students to not group up outside 
the building before school in order to provide social distancing. Please do not allow your 
children that walk to school to arrive before 7:35; there will not be adult supervision for them 
until 7:35. 

 

https://sites.google.com/lathropschools.com/lathropelementaryschool/home


How do I pick my child up early from school? If you need to pick your child up early from school 
(before 3:45) please stop in the vestibule (main entrance) and we will call your child to the office so 
you may sign them out. 

How will virtual/online learning compare to the classroom? Our teachers have created an 
online learning “landing page” that can be found on the front page of the district website 
(lathropschools.com) The Lathrop Elementary landing page will be the first place to visit for all 
students, both in person and at home virtually learning. This page is a “point and click” process 
for finding the grade level, classroom, specials, and even special education pages your child will 
need to learn from home or at school. Teachers will update the pages weekly with assignments 
for the week along with tutorial videos (teacher created or from online resources) to explain the 
lessons for the week.  

If my child is virtual learning and has questions what should they do? Teachers are 
available through email each day Tuesday-Friday 7:35-4:05 although it may take some time for 
a return answer during the work day. Teachers will be offering “Office Hours” where they can be 
contacted outside the school day. Office hours may be daily, a couple times per week, or even 
on Mondays to provide a timeframe for students or parents to communicate with the teacher via 
Seesaw, Google Meets, over the phone, or through email or chat. We ask that you maintain 
patience with this process. Our teachers are very busy instructing during regular school hours 
with limited time without students so they may not be able to respond to you or your child’s 
questions right away. Unfortunately, this is a sacrifice made with at home virtual learning. The 
teacher isn’t in person to answer questions right away and may not be available via phone until 
office hours. Email or Seesaw is your best opportunity to receive feedback in a more timely 
manner, but is still limited to when the teacher has time away from in-person students. 

What is my responsibility as a parent with virtual learning? Parents will be taking on a 
much greater responsibility for their child’s education with online/virtual learning. Students will 
be given grades on their assignments so completion of assignments, even for online learning is 
a priority. If students are not completing their assignments, well checks will be made 
from our school and eventually by the county if necessary to ensure students working 
from home are keeping up with expected classwork.  

If my child is home sick or absent from school can they keep up with their class 
virtually? Yes, not only will our virtual platform work for quarantine situations, or students who 
choose to learn at home, it will work for snow days and the random sick day a student may 
encounter. As long as you have a device and internet access, your child will be asked to keep 
up with assignments from home. Parents will no longer need to pick up packets of material or 
spend hours with their child making up for lost classroom time due to illness or other absences. 

 



When are elementary school pictures? Our fall school pictures are scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 22nd. Information will be sent home and shared the week prior to picture day. Virtual 
learning students may take pictures that day from 12:00-1:30. Please check in the office before 
entering the building and face masks are required.  

What can I do as a parent to help our school? Please keep your child home if they are sick and 
particularly if they are running a fever. The best way for us to protect our students is to keep those 
that are sick from coming to school.  

What can I do to support my child going to school? Stay Positive and Patient! Our attitudes are 
contagious to our children. If you are positive and have a positive attitude towards the efforts we are 
making at school, your child will display the same positive attitude. These are challenging times, but 
we can make the most of the situation by bringing a positive attitude and best effort to our school 
every day! 

Other questions? If there are other questions, please don’t hesitate to ask, and we can add them 
to the frequently asked questions list. 
Chauncey Rardon, chauncey.rardon@lathropschools.com, 816-528-7737 
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