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September 3, 2020 
 
Dear Charles Street School Families,    
 
I just wanted to take an opportunity to welcome you to the start of another 
school year!  While this is surely a school year like no other, it is also very much 
part of the ebb and flow of a more traditional year.  The beginning of September 
still signifies the end of summer; cooler weather, shorter days.  Students still 
have those nervous butterfly flutters in their stomachs as the first day of school 
approaches.  There is still excitement over finding out what class they will have 
and who will be with them.  It has not been a smooth ride to this day, but it is 
here and we here at Charles Street School are eager to get started, if not a little 
curious to see how this all turns out!!!!  While many of us are scrambling to 
define “synchronous” and “asynchronous” there is one word we should 
remember to keep at the forefront of this impending adventure: “grace”.   
 
 The word “grace” has many meanings and more than one can apply to our 
current situation.  The first definition is “courteous goodwill.”  It seems that 
tensions and emotions are higher than ever, for a variety of reasons that most 
of us have no control over.  I realize that remote learning is not an optimal 
situation for many families.  As people are going back to work after too many 
months of not being there, the issue of coordinating child care and education is 
overwhelming.  Many of our students’ families and our own families, are really 
struggling to make this work.  I am aware of that and want to let you know that 
it is my goal to make remote learning, as long as it lasts, as simple and 
meaningful as possible.  I think you will find a ready extension of grace for the 
asking!  But it is important to communicate your issues, hardships, and 
roadblocks to your child’s teacher and /or to me.  Communication is the 
cornerstone of grace! 
 
“Grace” can also mean “do honor or credit to someone by your presence”.  Your 
child is important to us and they are an integral part of their classroom family.   
Please know that your child is expected to log in everyday by 9:00 a.m.    
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I know that child screen time is a concern and the schedule was created to give 
a balance.  There is a mix of class and independent time.  Your child’s day should 
begin in OnCourse.  They will sign in for the day there and OnCourse will be their 
jumping off point for the day, even though they may be working in other 
platforms throughout the day.  We will take daily attendance and will be 
sending calls home for those who are absent.  Please note that school is indeed 
in session beginning September 8th.   
 
OnCourse will be the hub for our remote learning.  Over the course of the next 
few days, if not already, you will receive a welcome message from your child’s 
teacher with more detailed info on how to access their assignments and what 
their remote learning day will look like.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns.  “Grace” can also be 
defined as “a period officially allowed for payment of a sum due or for 
compliance with a law or condition, especially an extended period granted as a 
special favor.”  While meeting deadlines and due dates are important skills to 
master, the reality is that many families are going to have a difficult time 
juggling work, home, and school during the next few weeks.  You will find that 
our teachers are going to be flexible and understanding during this time and will 
be extending grace to their students and families.  Please remember that many 
of them, too, are working parents and are also keeping many balls in the air.   
The children of CSS know that my favorite word is, “Kindness” this year, we are 
adding “Grace” to that list! 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend! 
 
Chris Tracey 
Principal 

 


