
April 10, 2019

Dear Parents and Guardians of a Wall ISD Student,

Over the past few years, there has been a dramatic increase in student use and possession of e-cigarettes, or vapes, on campus and at 
school sponsored activities.  This is an epidemic that is plaguing not only Wall ISD, but school districts around the area, state, and 
nation.  This letter is intended to inform you of the risks associated with these products, more information on the products themselves, 
and the disciplinary consequences associated with violating school policy regarding vaping.  

Vaping is the act of inhaling a vapor produced by an electronic vaporizer or e-cigarette.  The vapor may contain nicotine, THC (the 
active ingredient in marijuana), and/or other unknown substances that may be harmful to the health of the consumer.  The vape liquids
can come in many different flavors that often have no odor or may smell fruity.  The vapor exhaled may be produced in various 
amounts from very little to large plumes and may also have little to no smell.  Vaporizers/e-cigarettes come in all shapes and sizes.  
Some common styles look like a thin pen, a stylus, a flash drive, or a small glass canister with a round chimney coming off the top.  
The devices are small, can easily be concealed on a person or blend in with normal items, and can be accessed and used very 
discretely.  One product gaining popularity is a product known as a “Juul”.  Juuls are small pods that contain high levels of nicotine 
and resemble a flash drive.  These products can be purchased very easily, and fairly inexpensively, by persons 18 and over at most 
local convenience stores.  

In a September 2018 statement, Scott Gottlieb, the physician who is the Food and Drug Administration Commissioner, stated that 
youth use of electronic cigarettes has reached an “epidemic” proportion.  Legislation and regulation regarding e-cigarettes and the 
availability to youth is in the works, but it will be years before those regulations begin to take effect.  In the meantime, this is a few 
disturbing facts regarding this epidemic:

 CDC reports that more than 20 percent of high school students use e-cigarettes.

 Between 2011 and 2018, the number of teens who started “vaping” has increased from an estimate of 220,000 to over 3 
million.

 Vaping can quickly lead teens to a nicotine addiction.

 The devices may be used to consume marijuana.

 Devices obtained by students may contain a chemical or substance in which the student is unaware.

The possession or use of e-cigarettes in any form is against the law for anyone under the age of 18 and is not allowed on any Wall ISD
campus or at any school district function or event.  Beginning on April 15, 2019, the student possession, use, or distribution of an e-
cigarette or any paraphernalia on campus or at a school sponsored activity will be a Level IV offense in the Wall ISD Code of 
Conduct.  A first offense will result in 10 days of ISS at the Fairview Alternative School Campus.   Subsequent offenses will result in 
possible progressive disciplinary consequences under the Code of Conduct.  Further, the school will not return any vapes, Juuls, e-
cigarettes, or any associated paraphernalia to students or parents.  The Tom Green County Sheriff’s Department may also be contacted
if there is suspicion of an illegal substance in or with the device.

Currently, there is little research about the long-term effects of vaping.  In fact, e-cigarettes were designed as an alternative to smoking
to aid in the cessation of the habit.  But why would these companies design and market a smoking-cessation aid in the likeness of a 
USB drive?  Or an asthma inhaler? Or with fruity flavors or playful names?  My reasoning would be to appeal to a young audience 
who would become addicted and buy their product for many years.  Years ago, the long-term effects of smoking tobacco were 
unknown as well; and it is well documented now that there can be many long-term effects of smoking tobacco.  My guess is that same 
outcome will be seen with vaping.   The Wall ISD school board, the administration, and teachers work very hard every day to protect 
our students.  Thus, we feel that this proactive step to curb this potentially harmful behavior is very important in our district.  If you 
have any questions regarding this letter and its contents, please contact your student’s campus principal.  Thank you for your attention 
in the matter and allowing us to work with and educate your student!

Sincerely,

Ryan Snowden, WHS Principal Matt Rivers, WMS Principal


