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FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT DAVIS
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I would like to welcome back the students, teachers and staff to the new school year in these uncertain times. It is 
great to see all the staff and students back in the hallways again, eager to work and learn after a long break. Despite 
the changes that were made to accommodate COVID-19 guidelines, school is off to a great start. Teachers are teaching 
and students are learning in a safe environment. It is our goal to provide as normal of a learning experience as possi-
ble for our students and staff. We have not made any adjustments to the reopening plans that are listed on the school 
media pages. We will continue to monitor the situation in Harlan County and make adjustments as necessary based 
on facts and not rumors. I participate in a weekly Zoom meeting with ESU 11 staff and area superintendents to discuss 
what is working and not working in the area schools. For the most part, all area schools are doing the same things 
we are. If and when things change with the school’s procedures and/or policies, we will post those changes on the 
school’s media pages. If you have questions or concerns, please let us know.

School Enrollment:
The 2020-2021 student enrollment is up slightly from start of school last year, with 348 K-12 students enrolled. Cur-
rently there are 194 elementary students in grades K-6, up 7 students from last year and 154 secondary students in 
grades 7-12, down 1 student from the start of last year.  A special welcome to all of our new students and staff joining 
Alma Public Schools this school year.  

2020-2021 Budget:
The 2020-2021 school budget is almost complete and will be presented at the September 14th School Board meet-
ing. The proposed tax asking and total levy will both be down from the previous year. The tax asking will be down 
approximately $144,000 and total levy will be set at $1.0149 down 3.5¢ from last year’s levy. Both of these numbers 
could change slightly. The School Districts total valuation decreased $2,308,605 and went from $345,479,530 down to 
$343,170,925, a .67% decrease. If you have questions about this year’s budget or any other school related items, please 
contact me at 928-2131 or by email at jon.davis@almacardinals.org.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
COVID guidelines for attending parent-teacher conferences will 
be posted on the distict website prior to the conference date. Masks 
are encouraged but not required and will be provided upon entry 
to the school. 

Thursday, September 24th, 2020
1:00 PM Dismissal

Parent-Teacher Conferences
2:30PM - 7:30PM
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The month of August really flew by and we are already in September! We are 
off to a great start here at APS. We have many new students this year and that 
means more students filling our hallways. We are so glad to have everyone here!

All students in grades 4-12 have received a student planner they are to 
have with them while they are in the school building. The handbooks have also 
been uploaded to the website at www.almacardinals.org. As with every new 
year, please remember to review the handbook with your child. Not only does 
it give them another reminder of what is expected, it will give you a chance to 
familiarize yourself with the rules we have here at school.

If you haven’t done so, make sure you come on in for a pass to attend 
our activities so you don’t miss out on any of the great things our students are 
doing!! A family pass is $80, a single adult pass is $40, and a student pass is 
$20. Our family pass is intended to be used by Alma K-12 students and their 
parents. If you have a student who is in college they may purchase a single adult 
pass. The passes may be used for all home events except for any Conference or 
District tournaments.

With all of our activities underway I want to remind everyone of the 
importance of sportsmanship. As representatives of Alma our students need to 
promote positive behaviors at ALL times. Not only does Alma Public School 
feel strongly about this, the NSAA does as well. As a parent/patron at our activ-
ities you can model these positive behaviors so we can continue to be perceived 
as a school with tremendous class. It is important to remember that everyone 
involved in the activities is human. The officials, the coaches, the players, and 
the spectators are all human, and everyone makes mistakes. Rather than be nega-
tive, let’s make it known that in Alma we support our teams in a positive way no 
matter what!

We are so proud of our school’s website and app! This is our second 
year using them, and they make it so easy for us to communicate with all of you! 
You can access scores, cafeteria menus, news updates, and more all from your 
phone! You can download the app on Android: http://bit.ly/2MQkPQ8 or iP-
hone: https://apple.co/2MQpiCo. You can have everything APS in your pocket!! 

If you have any questions feel free to call the school office to speak with 
me. Let’s make this year the best one yet!!

From the desk of Principal Brandyberry

   I am Matthew Hageman and this 
is my first year at Alma Public 
School. This year, I am teaching 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade spelling and lan-
guage arts. I graduated from Pla-
inville High School, in Plainville, 
Kansas, in 2007. I then pursued and 
completed my Bachelor’s Degree 
of Physical Education and Special 
Education at Washburn University 
in Topeka, Kansas. Following col-
lege graduation, I moved to Alma, 
where my two sisters, Amanda 
Siebels and Melissa Simonson, 
live. While growing up in Plain-
ville, I was often involved with 
livestock work and the sale barn 
atmosphere and decided to pursue 
this direction upon arrival to Alma. 
I worked for Republican Valley 
Feeders and most recently Alma 
Livestock Auction. Although my 
path to education, was not direct, I 
am excited to be in the classroom 
and to demonstrate my passion to 
the students. I also enjoy coaching 
and I look forward to assisting with 
boys’ basketball, this winter. I hope 
to continue to be involved in our 
community and school for many 
years to come. 

Introducing new staff 
member Mr. Matthew 
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Welcome back to school! The students and I are SO 
excited to get back to creating art together. As we begin 
the new school year it is important to note that not all 
learning takes place in the classroom.  There is much 
to be learned through experiences beyond the class-
room walls. These outside experiences actually enhance 
classroom learning.  
You don’t have to travel far to offer your student a 
variety of experiences.  The simplest of experiences can 
impact learning. Spend an evening at a sporting event 
or a Saturday at a marching band competition. Enjoy 
a walk, look for small stones, acorns and pine cones 
compare colors, shapes and sizes. The opportunity for 
exploration is unending, notice cloud formations, the 
colors in a sunset or the similarities and differences of 
a variety of leaves. A favorite experience when out for 
a walk is to look for urban fossils. Urban fossils are the 
things that have been embedded somehow in concrete 
sidewalks—footprints (animal and human), leaf prints, 
patterns, coins, names, etc.  So many stories can be 
imagined from finding an urban fossil.
Enhance your student’s learning through diverse expe-
riences. When your student needs to create or problem 
solve they will have many wonderful experiences to 
draw from.

Have a wonder autumn,
Mrs. Ritter

Art News from Mrs. Ritter News from
Mrs. Wolfe

I am so thrilled to be back at school and ex-
periencing some normalcy after a 5-month 
hiatus from the school building. The stu-
dents seem to be as excited as the teachers 
to be back into a “normal” routine. There 
is an abundance of smiles. Life is so much 
better when experienced with friends.
Math is the language spoken in Mrs. Wolfe’s 
classroom, and the students are off to a 
fantastic start! We jumped right into our 
lessons and math facts worksheets, almost 
as if we had never been gone. MAPS Testing 
is behind us and a wealth of knowledge 
lies ahead. I am so proud of the way the 
students have stepped back into school 
and put their nose to the grindstone. I look 
forward to watching the kids learn and find 
success in the weeks and months ahead. 
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Come support the Lady Cardinal High School and Jr High Volleyball teams at home 
the following dates:  

JR HIGH
September 21; Cambridge; 3:00
September 28; Blue Hill; 3:00
October 6; Arapahoe; 1:30

HIGH SCHOOL
September 3; V with Cambridge & Bertrand; 5:00
September 17; JV and V with Amherst; 4:30
September 19; V with Blue Hill & Superior; 10:00
September 21; JV Tri with Bertrand & Holdrege; 5:30
September 29; Fresh-Soph Tourney; 6:00
October 5; JV Loomis; 5:00

Lady Cardinal Volleyball

Class Officers 2020/21
Seniors        Juniors
President: Haylee Wing      President: Grant McQuay
Vice President: Teagan White     Vice President: James Dubbs
Secretary: Tessa Bach      Secretary: Madison Korman
Treasurer: Michelle Lujan      Treasurer: Jessica Pfeil

Sophomores       Freshmen
President: Jack Waldo      President: Avery Hadley
Vice President: Steven Mapes     Vice President: Dominick Schmidt
Secretary: Garrett Molzahn     Secretary: Riley Scott
Treasurer: Linden Biskup      Treasurer: Kallie Hammond

8th Grade       7th grade
President: Jeremy Felix      President: Tucker Biskup
Vice President: Drew Schofield     Vice President: Parker Seyler
Secretary: Miley Whitney      Secretary: Kalea Lukas
Treasurer: Jaxon Tischner     Treasurer: Ryan Maly
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Get to Know your School Psychologist and School Counselor
Name: Brittney Biskup
Job Title: K-12 School Counselor
Years in Alma: 20
Describe your Primary role at APS: My primary role is to serve APS student in supporting their social and 
emotional needs. I also support students in their academic success as well as teach Skills for Growing to 
students in grades K-6. During these classes I teach skills that help children develop successful habits for 
interacting with others and becoming successful in the classroom. I teach Senior Survey which is a class for 
students considering their options after high school, specifically college as a post-high school option. In this 
class we do career exploration, college applications, scholarships, and some fun projects. 
What other capacities do you serve the kids at APS? (What services do you offer?) I provide individual coun-
seling for students struggling with issues at home or school. Teachers, parents, other students, or the individ-
ual themselves may refer a student for counseling. I’m happy to meet with any student who feels they could 
benefit from talking through problems and working towards solutions. I can help students plan for their 
future and explore career and college possibilities. I serve on many committees and help coach track. 
What my job is not: While I can provide Brief Solution-Focused Therapy, I am not a Licensed Mental Health 
Practitioner (LMHP). I am able to meet with your child for short (around 20 min) counseling and problem 
solving sessions to help them manage feelings they may be dealing with inside or outside of school, specif-
ically those that are impeding their learning in any way. However, if a student has deeper rooted, long term 
or specific mental health issues I would be happy to help refer you to a LMHP in our area that can provide 
specific therapy that the school cannot provide. 
When might a parent contact me? Parents can contact me anytime they are concerned about the mental 
or social well-being of their child. They may also contact me if they have academic concerns for their child 
(however specific concerns should first be addressed with your child’s teacher when possible.) Senior par-
ents may have many questions about college, financial aid, scholarships, etc. Please feel free to email me or 
call me at any time! This is definitely a time I would want to answer any questions as they arise as sending 
your child off to college is a team effort!
When might I contact a parent? I may be contacting you if I have specific concerns about your child’s behav-
ior, social or emotional interactions, or your child’s academic performance. 
What is your passion in education? I am a helper and a problem solver. I like to help students make chang-
es or solve problems to become their best self. My favorite thing is when a student who has left our school 
(graduated or moved) contacts me. It assures me that I’ve made a connection with that kid that they may 
want to share a success or trust me with a concern. For that reason, helping seniors prepare for their future is 
my favorite part of the job. I get to know them all pretty well during their final year of school! 
Outside of school, how do you like to spend your time? I’m the mother to three kids- Linden (9th grade), 
Tucker (7th grade), and Layne (2nd grade). I spend a lot of time running them to activities. I love to travel and 
Disneyland is my Happy Place!
Other information parents and students may want to know about you?
I head up our After School Study Hall (ASSH) program for students in grades 7-12. This program runs Tues. 
and Thurs. from 3:40-4:30 and students who are failing classes may be required to attend. If you wish to have 
your child included in ASSH please email me or call me at school. 

School Counselor - Mrs. Biskup
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English/Student Council
Mrs. Dietz    

    
Welcome back after what seems like an eternity of being out of the 
building! This is my second year of teaching English at AHS, and after 
a crazy 5 months of online learning, quarantines, social distancing and 
running out of toilet paper, we are back in the swing of things here at 
school I am in charge of English 10, 11 and 12 and am excited to see 
the faces in real life that I missed so much. This year, the sophomores 
are starting out with creating their first ever long research paper. They 
have been learning the joys of research and how to cite sources in MLA 
style. I’m sure that I am way more excited about it than they are, but 
they have definitely enjoyed being able to choose their own topics and 
create their own ideas. The juniors are practicing their writing skills as 
well. They have just finished their first argumentative paper and have 
realized that in writing you can have an opinion, but you have to be 
able to back it up with research! Next we are moving on to the novel 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller. The seniors are all reading the novel Pa-
per Towns by John Green, and they are all enjoying it.

As you are seeing with this publication, because of COVID concerns, we 
have decided to switch to an online version of the Cardinal Chirp only. 
If anyone would like a paper copy printed for scrapbooking or other 
purposes, please contact the school and we will print one off!
 
Along with teaching 10-12 English classes and being in charge of the 
Cardinal Chirp, I am also the student council sponsor. We had our first 
meeting a couple weeks ago, and I have a wonderful group of school 
leaders that are excited to do some great things this year.  We will be 
running the spirit dance in October, and are looking for a new DJ as our 
favorite DJ Rick Walker will not be in the business anymore. If you are 
interested in the job, please contact the school! 

Julie Dietz

Student Council 
members 2020/21

Seniors
Haylee Wing
Karri Christensen
Austin Christian

Juniors
Kendall Stemper
Carlee Stuhmer
Grant McQuay
Johah Felix
Madison Korman

Sophomores
Carter Brandyberry
Delaney Seyler
Linden Biskup

Freshman
Addison Siebels
Griffin Stemper

President – Haylee Wing
V-President-Karri Christensen
Secretary - Carlee Stuhmer
Treasurer - Jonah Felix


