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9/2/20 
Dear NRMS Families, 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We have been busily preparing for the return 
of students both in-person and remote; it’s hard to believe that the last time this school 
was full of students was March!  We are glad that the time is finally here to welcome 
students and families back. 

The difficult decisions families have been struggling with have not gone unnoticed and 
our school team wants to be here to support your family during this challenging time. 
Whether you have chosen remote or in person learning, you are a member of the 
Nokomis Regional Middle School Community and we are looking forward to our first day 
together on September 8th.  

A large part of our planning has been focused on how to safely open school and to 
implement best practices to mitigate the risks associated with Covid-19. Teachers are 
modifying their classrooms to increase social distancing; signage is being installed 
throughout the building to guide students; and our schedule has been modified to allow 
for more time for mask breaks, hand washing, and increased opportunities to work 
outside.  

For the first time ever, school attendance includes “remote learning” and teachers are 
faced with the new challenge of juggling traditional classroom management, while also 
providing virtual learning opportunities to students who are not in the school building. 
This new structure is going to take some getting used to so we ask for your patience 
and understanding as we negotiate these early days of this new school year.  

Partnering with families will be crucial this year as we face many obstacles surrounding 
this global pandemic.  We encourage families to stay connected and informed by 
following our district website for important updates and information. The website 
address is linked below. 
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Here are few things we also would like you to be aware of: 

1. Each grade level is going to have a Google Site that will be the homepage on 
student’s laptops.  This is the starting page for each student; everything they will 
need for their online learning will be accessed from this site. 

2. All families are responsible for doing a Covid screening on their own children 
every day before sending them to school.  This screening is found on our district 
website, teachers will also be including it in their online handouts, and a copy is 
attached.  It is VERY important that you keep your child home if they have a 
fever of 100.4 and any two of the other common symptoms.  We are not going to 
be requiring parents to report the results to the school, but the assumption will be 
that if you send them to school they have “passed” the screening. 

3. If a student starts to present any Covid symptoms at school, the school nurse will 
evaluate them and then the parent will be contacted.  The student will be kept in 
our Covid isolation room, which is close to the nurse, and a parent/guardian will 
be expected to pick the student up.  “Return to school”  instructions will then be 
given to the parent. 

4. During this part of the pandemic, the building is closed to parents/guardians and 
visitors.  Parents can enter the first set of doors into the entry way and the office 
staff will be able to assist you from that area.  All IEP’s and 504 meetings will be 
virtual as well.  

5. There will be technical glitches; please be patient as we navigate all that is going 
into this new way of educating.  If you have direct technical questions those can 
be directed to tech@rsu19.net  If you have questions about assignments, grades, 
or lesson videos, those should be directed to your child’s classroom teacher(s). 

6. Cloth masks are the only acceptable face covering at this time; neck gaiters and 
bandanas aren’t allowed.  Face shields are also not allowed unless determined 
through an IEP or deemed a medical necessity. Masks should be kept clean and 
should not be shared between students. 

 

 

mailto:tech@rsu19.net
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7. Parent drop off can start at 7:30; any student arriving after 8:05 is considered 
tardy.  As of right now, buses will be dismissed from 2:00-2:10.  Parent pick-ups 
will start at 2:00 for Etna, Dixmont, and Plymouth students; 2:15 for St. Albans, 
Hartland, and Palmyra students; and 2:25 for Newport & Corinna students. This 
is a new way of dismissing so please be patient and understand that we hope 
things will work themselves out as we move through the first few days.  We will 
adjust as/if needed. 

8. We have lots of supplies at school for students so families do not need to worry 
about having supplies, unless they choose to purchase them.  We are asking 
students to have their own water bottles (fountains will be closed, but our water 
filling stations will be open) and a pencil box or pouch so students can keep their 
own writing utensils and other items separate from other students. Those items, 
along with masks, won’t be provided.  Classrooms will be supplied with hand 
sanitizer and staff will have the opportunity to sanitize high touch areas and items 
in the classrooms throughout the day.  

9. Schedules will be available for students on the first day of school.  All students 
should plan to log into their homeroom Google meet on the first day; teachers will 
direct students from there.  Schedules will be in IC by the end of next week. 

10. If you have any questions, please call the school or contact your child’s teacher.  

Links that you may be interested in: 

Screening Tool  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

School Calendar 
 
https://www.rsu19.org/   (The Infinite Campus portal link is located at the bottom of this web page) 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued understanding and support.  We are looking 
forward to a great school year! 

Mrs. Angela Brown and the NRMS Staff 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/850999/Pre-Screening_Tool_4.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A8jP7RHLSjjqUU3e2uK2aKmzXX4G8GoR1sNP3LGdRFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/846543/Calendar_2020_-_2021_FINAL_REV_8.11.20.pdf
https://www.rsu19.org/
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