
      Superintendent’s Office 
September 2, 2020 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we get ready to launch this very different 
school year.  Communicate and ask questions as you also give everyone grace.  There is not 
one person that does not want the very best for Mount Baker students.  Together, we are 
going to make this year awesome and memorable.  If we stick together, I also have faith and 
confidence in our ability to get our students back on campus this year.  Let’s make it 
happen. 

This week we are distributing Chromebooks and elementary school supplies as well as some 
junior high books on our High School/Junior High campus.  Tomorrow (Thursday) you can 
pick things up from 12:00 to 6:00 and Friday from 9:00 to 3:00.  If you were not able to 
make any of the scheduled times this week, call District Office at 360-383-2000 and we can 
schedule a time for you to get supplies. 

The good news is that the USDA will again allow ALL kids to eat for not cost to families.  
“Reverse the Baker Bus” is back on a new schedule.  Deliveries will be Wednesday starting 
September 9th.  We have added a pickup location on Wednesday night at the Junior High 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. to accommodate families work schedules. We would appreciate your 
help in making sure you fill out a free/reduced form this year.  Hardcopies are being sent 
this week or you can also do it online at www.mtbaker.wednet.edu.  Even though we are 
feeding students regardless of free/reduced status, the information is important for us to 
report and often helps us with eligibility for grants and other funding.  It makes a difference.   

Connectivity is the issue of the day that is stressing many of you out.  We have purchased 
200 Verizon hotspots that are scheduled to arrive September 11th. I will let you know next 
Wednesday during my communication how and when we will distribute those hotspots.  We 
are also working on AT&T hotspots.  The data we collected will also help us determine the 
number of students that may need access to spaces on our campuses to learn remotely.  
We will make this work for our families.  It is our goal to remove obstacles so all students 
can benefit from continuous learning.   

I have received many questions about the decision to start school remotely.  August 4th the 
WCHD issued a letter to Whatcom County Superintendents recommending remote learning 
due to the spike in cases in our county.  I am happy to report that August 31st the 
recommendation was revised due to the flattening of cases. I have attached that new 
recommendation to this letter for your information.  Note that it refers to the “Decision 
Making Tree” as our tool for making decisions regarding phasing in onsite learning.  It 

http://www.mtbaker.wednet.edu/


encourages the slow phasing in of onsite learning to ensure steady progress to avoid having 
to pivot back to remote learning.   

Mount Baker is planning on phasing small groups of students into some onsite learning 
starting September 21st  as long as we can do this safely.  We are identifying students who 
need specialized instruction and students who can’t connect remotely.  CTE students will 
also attend in cohorts as it is difficult to accommodate many of these graduate pathways 
remotely.  We are also hoping to partner with the YMCA to offer childcare.  If all goes well, 
we will reassess our progress every few weeks to phase in more students.   

Teachers will be connecting with you next week.  They are working hard to make this a good 
experience, so please support them and work with them to meet the needs of all children.  
Give this year a chance to be awesome! 

Our new website is live.  Please check it out for the latest updates.  Soon we will have an 
app available as well.  If you have any questions about the website, please 
contact bthomas@mtbaker.wednet.edu or ktotten@mtbaker.wednet.edu.    

I look forward to connecting with all of you.  As always, feel free to contact me at 360-617-
4600 or msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
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