
FAQs-Agawam Public Schools Return to School 
*Any part of this document or information in this document is subject 

to change, pending impact bargaining results with the AEA* 
 
If a student chooses the remote-only option - will they be connected to Agawam 
teachers or will it be outsourced?  
 
Our plan is for Agawam students to be assigned Agawam teachers. 
 
Can families change their mind as to what model they would like to choose?  

All students have the option of choosing the remote-only model at any time in the school 

year, regardless of what model the district is in as a whole.  After the first two weeks of 

school and at the end of a marking period, a student in the remote-only model may 

switch to the whatever in-person model the district is in.  Notification at the school level 

will be required.  We ask families to be in close communication with their child’s school 

regarding any changes.  

 
How much direct instruction will remote students get on a remote day? 
 
 It may look different at different levels. According to our plan, elementary students will 
get some live time with teachers. Teachers will provide instruction that is carried over 
multiple mediums. For example, teachers could capture their teaching with new 
software and post videos for students in Google classroom. On Wednesday, all 
students will get live instruction with teachers.  
 
At the high school, will the curriculum be the same whether it’s remote or hybrid?  
 
Yes students will receive the same work assignments and content. 
 
Will this structure be the same for the Junior High School?  
Yes, AJHS is trying to do a schedule similar to high school. 
 
Will certain courses not be offered this year due to restrictions? 
How do electives work? Band/PE, for example. Is a remote student still afforded the 
opportunity to attend band? 
 



Our plan has all students participating in the courses they selected.  Courses like band, 
chorus, PE,  and art will look different.  
 
In thinking about K-6, will they still have the same structure on their remote days?  
 
Elementary schools created a schedule that can have live instruction for some specials 
on their remote days. We built in some SEL time for students as well, to build 
relationships and help with all of the changes they are experiencing in schools.  
 
Will students get schedules before the first day of school electronically? 
 
Yes. All students will receive a communication from the principal and/or teacher 
regarding the beginning of school. 
 
 
How will water fountains and bathrooms be monitored?  
 
The water fountains will be closed and touchless water fillers will be there for students 
to access. Schools that do not have them, will have them installed.  
 
How much work will be assigned to students for remote days? How long will it take 
students to complete, so parents can plan? 
 
On remote days, students will be assigned the same work as the students in-person. 
Depending on the student, the amount of time to complete work will differ.  
 
How will lunch be served?  
 
Lunches will be primarily served in classrooms to avoid crowding in cafeterias. Each 
school will have procedures unique to their building. 
 
 
How would you enforce wearing a mask?  
 
We have plans to create a positive, student-friendly, school culture of safety, which 
includes mask wearing.  If the School Committee approves a  mask policy, then 
disciplinary actions will be developed for violation of the policy.  
 
Can teachers wear a face shield?  



 
Teachers can wear a face shield in addition to a mask, but not in place of one.  Masks 
are safer and are recommended for staff members.  
 
 
How will wearing a mask look and feel to a kindergarten student?  
 
Our SEL director is working on promoting mask wearing and helping students realizing 
that everyone is different. Jack Hartman has cute videos on youtube to teach children 
about mask wearing, handwashing...etc. 
 
 
What health protocols will be in place for our school system?  
 
Please refer to pages 22-27 in our full reopening plan for health and sanitization 
protocols.  
 
 
If childcare is an issue, could a parent request to switch cohorts? 
 
At this time, the district is not able to grant requests for changes in cohorts, except for 
siblings with different last names..  
 

Is the teacher doing the same lesson with cohort a on M/Tu and cohort b on Th/Fri? 

Our plan has teachers providing cohort B with asynchronous (not live) instruction on 
Mon and Tues and cohort A on Thurs and Fri.  Teachers may provide video lessons or 
guided/independent work to students on those remote learning days 

How often are mask breaks occurring and how/where? 

This will be different at different levels.  This information will be part of each school's 
individual plan. 
 
My child goes to CTEC.  What will that look like? 
 
The Lower Pioneer Valley Educational Collaborative (LPVEC) is pleased to offer 
outstanding programs in Special Education and Career Technical Education.  The staff 
is working hard with our sending districts to determine the most appropriate way to 



deliver instruction as we start this new school year.  This decision will take into 
consideration what our sending districts have decided upon, recommendations from the 
Massachusetts Department of Secondary and Elementary Education (DESE), 
applicable health and safety guidelines, as well as input from various stakeholders.  Our 
model will be submitted to DESE by August 17.  Once a decision has been made by our 
Board of Directors we will communicate the learning plan to our employees, sending 
districts, and families.  We look forward to serving our students this school year.  
 
When is the first day of school? 
 
TBD.  With the additional staff planning days added to the beginning of September, we 
are still working with the AEA to determine what the first day of school will be for 
students.  We hope to have this information soon.  School will not start for students 
before September 11th. 
 
 
What students are identified as fragile populations and prioritized for 4 days of in person 
instruction? 
 

Students who require substantially separate settings and students who spend the 
majority of their day outside of the general education setting will be eligible to attend 
school 4 days a week in person (All students will receive services remotely on 
Wednesdays). Also, English Learners students with disabilities will also be prioritized for 
4 days of in-person instruction.  
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