
Sports   &   Society   syllabus    Acadia   Core   Fall   2020  
 
Dan   Holman   Maranacook   Community   Middle   School  
 
Essential   questions:    How   do   sports   reflect   society?   
How   do   societies   organize   themselves?  
 
Overview   
This   class   will   explore   the   history   of   sports   in   Ancient   Greece   and   follow   it   to   modern   times.  
We   will   look   at   the   Olympics   in   Accient   Greece,   Nazi   Germany   and   this   century.    In  
connection   with   our   ELA   class   that   is   learning   about   Greek   myths   we   will   look   at   the   Greeks  
city   states   and   their   systems   of   government.    We   will   see   how   Greek   thinking   of   that   time  
still   influences   us.    Students   will   be   a   citizen   in   one   of   the   Greek   city   states.   As   members   of  
that   city   they   learn   about   it   and   compete   for   it    in   a   team   olympics.   Students   will   research   a  
sport   in   depth.   Their   research   will   include   how   the   sport   and   the   society   have   reflected  
each   and   how   changes   have   been   handled.   Also   in   connection   with   their   ELA   class,   students  
will   have   several   Big   Idea   assignments   where   they   look   at   a   current   event   through   the   lens  
of   sports,   society   and   change.   
 
Standards:   
Civics   &   Government   
Civ.11   Differentiate   among   procedures   for   making   decisions   in   the   classroom,   school,   civil  
society,   and   local,   state,   and   national   government   in   terms   of   how   civic   purposes   are  
intended.   
Civ.14.   Compare   historical   and   contemporary   means   of   changing   societies,   and   promoting  
the   common   good.   
 
Processes,   Rules   and   Laws   
Change,   Continuity,   and   Context   
D2.His.1.6-8.   Analyze   connections   among   events   and   developments   in   broader   historical  
contexts.   D2.His.2   Classify   series   of   historical   events   and   developments   as   examples   of  
change   or   continuity.   D2.His.5   Explain   how   and   why   perspectives   of   people   have   changed  
over   time.   

Habits   of   work   and   Learning  

The   three   areas   assessed   for   Habits   of   Work   and   Learning   are   Respect,   Responsibility   and  
Perseverance.   Three   components   of   each   standard   are   scored   on   1-4   scale   as   follows:  



4   -   Exceeding   the   Standard  

3   -   Meeting   the   Standard  

2   -   Partially   Meeting   the   Standard  

1   -   Just   Beginning   to   Meet   Parts   of   the   Standard  

Work   expectations  

These   are   clearly   outlined   in   the     HOWL   RUBRIC      above.   The   expectation   is   that   students   pass   in  
assignments   on   their   due   date.    Late   assignments   will   be   marked   as   late   in   Powerschool.    The   HOWL  
grade   will   also   be   reduced   accordingly   for   that   cycle   in   which   the   work   is   late.  

Students   who   miss   work   due   to   being   absent   are   expected   to   seek   me   out   to   make   a   plan   and   a  
timeframe   to   complete   their   missing   work.   They   MUST   pick   a   time   other   than   the   beginning   of   class  
to   do   this.   The   STUDENT   is   responsible   for   initiating   this   meeting   and   ensuring   it   happens.  

Grading   

Students   will   be   graded   on   projects   and   presentations,   including   their   research   and   Big  
Ideas.   Participation   is   essential,   particularly   for   the   Olympics   and   discussions   in   class.    Late  
work   will   earn   lower   grades   and   will   not   be   accepted   depending   on   the   period   of   time   it   is  
missing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j4JA6l_VVwpoJ3rsipkmX5TtOEEa9xlxlzXYBLG4YQk/edit#gid=0

