
 
 
 

Health and Safety Plan Summary 

COLUMBIA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Initial Effective Date: June 17, 2021 
 
*This plan has been revised and adopted on the following dates: June 17, 2021, August 2, 2021, 
August 19, 2021, February 17, 2023 March 1, 2023, August 18, 2023, January 19, 2023.  
*This plan has been reviewed on August 1, 2023.  

 
*As per the June 4, 2021 requirement by PDE, “The ARP Act requires LEAs to review their Health and 
Safety Plans at least every six months during the period of the LEA’s ARP ESSER grant. LEAs also must 
review and update their plans whenever there are significant changes to the CDC recommendations for 
K-12 schools.” The school district will follow this directive for any future necessary revisions. 

1. How will the LEA, to the greatest extent practicable, support prevention and mitigation policies in 
line with the most up-to-date guidance from the CDC for the reopening and operation of school 
facilities in order to continuously and safely open and operate schools for in-person learning? 

Columbia Borough School District is planning on opening school in-person to faculty, staff, and 
students for the 2023-2024 school year. The District will continue to monitor and abide by any 
existing, valid, or binding orders from the CDC that are effective on or after August 11, 2023. If 
there are any changes or revisions to those applicable requirements or guidelines after August 
11, 2023, the District administrative team will follow them, update the plan accordingly, and 
communicate to stakeholders. 

2. How will the LEA ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address the 
students’ academic needs, and students’ and staff members’ social, emotional, mental health, and 
other needs, which may include student health and food services? 

For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will offer two (2) options for instruction, in-person 
learning and the Columbia Virtual Academy, set forth by the guidelines in the CVA Handbook. 
The District will provide a free breakfast and lunch for all students. The District will continue to 
provide social, emotional, and mental health support to students through the school counseling 
departments and the Student Assistance Program (SAP). If any faculty and/or staff member 
needs social, emotional, and mental health support, the District will provide education and make 
resources available on benefit packages and opportunities. District administration will continue 
to monitor the health of faculty, staff, and students and make decisions that provide the greatest 
access to educational opportunity while maintaining health and safety for faculty, staff, 
students, and community members. 

For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will continue to monitor the applicable requirements 
or guidelines from the CDC. If there are any changes or revisions to those applicable 
requirements or guidelines after August 11, 2022, the District administration will follow them, 
and update the plan accordingly. 

 
 



3. Use the table below to explain how the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students,
educators, and other staff and the extent to which it has adopted policies/procedures/strategies,
and a description of any such policy/procedure/strategy on each of the following safety
recommendations established by the CDC.

ARP ESSER Requirement Strategies, Policies, and Procedures 
a. Universal and correct

wearing of masks;
• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and

continue to monitor the ever changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any revisions to those
applicable requirements or guidelines after August 11, 2022,
we will follow them, and update the plan accordingly.

b. Modifying facilities to
allow for physical
distancing (e.g., use of
cohorts/podding);

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after August
11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

c. Handwashing and
respiratory etiquette;

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after
August 11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

d. Cleaning and maintaining
healthy facilities, including
improving ventilation;

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after
August 11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

e. Contact tracing in
combination with isolation
and quarantine, in
collaboration with the
State and local health
departments;

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after
August 11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

f. Diagnostic and screening
testing; 

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after
August 11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Fcloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/ventilation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-resources.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fphp%2Fopen-america%2Fcontact-tracing-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/pooling-procedures.html


g. Efforts to provide
vaccinations to school
communities;

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will follow and
continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after August
11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

h. Appropriate
accommodations for
students with disabilities
with respect to health and
safety policies; and

• For the 2023-2024 school year, the District will continue to
provide specific accommodations relating to the health and
safety of our students with disabilities as outlined in their
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). The District will follow
and continue to monitor the ever-changing and applicable
requirements or guidelines from the CDC that are effective on
or after August 11, 2022. If there are any changes or revisions
to those applicable requirements or guidelines after August
11, 2022, we will follow them, and update the plan
accordingly.

i. Coordination with state
and local health officials.

• Lancaster County does not have a local department of health,
so the District will seek guidance and support from state
health officials when prudent and necessary. The District will
continue to monitor CDC requirements and guidance
documents.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/schools-childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/schools-childcare.html





