
September 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:  
 
 
I hope this letter finds you healthy and enjoying the last part of the summer. It’s hard to believe that September is here 
already!  It has been a busy few weeks with planning for the reopening of school - we are excited to see all of the students 
again! In the meantime, here are a few important updates on attendance, remote instruction, and transportation.  
 
Thank you for all that you do at home to support your child’s daily engagement with school.  Attendance will be taken 
daily in homeroom/period 1 and then period by period for both in-person and all virtual learners. Please be aware that we 
will be in communication with families, beginning with letters and/or phone calls, should your child accrue a total of five 
days of absences from school or an individual class. More serious cases of chronic absenteeism may be referred to 
Rensselaer County Probation.  We understand that your child may occasionally miss school due to illness - please do not 
send them into the building if they do not feel well. You should contact Andrea Lammerts in the attendance office to 
report all absences (even if your child is scheduled for virtual learning that day and cannot participate). Most importantly, 
please continue having conversations with your child about the importance of daily engagement with their teachers and 
their school work; this is especially important as we shift to a hybrid model of instruction this fall.  
 
Attendance on Fridays when in-person instruction is not occurring for grades 7-12 will be slightly different than the rest of 
the week. Here is the plan for Fridays when all 7-12 students are learning virtually:  
 
 

            Friday Attendance Plan (except 9/11 and 10/16)  
 
● Students will be able to access their assignments for each class through Google Classroom as early as 7:30  

  am on Fridays (please refer to individual teacher directions for each course). Students will not be able to  
   access any instruction before 7:30. Students will work independently due to the need for  
   7-12 teachers to collaborate and plan for the next week of hybrid instruction.  
  

● All students are required to log in to their first period class from 9:00 am until 9:15 for “Hybrid  
   Homeroom.”  

 
● Daily attendance will be taken and announcements shared during Hybrid Homeroom Fridays.  If a  

   student does not log in by 9:15 for Hybrid Homeroom they will be marked absent for the entire day  
   (please call the attendance office if you are late to Hybrid Homeroom). 
 

● Parents should always call the attendance office if their child is sick and not able to participate in remote  
   Learning. This will be recorded as an “excused” absence. If your child is not called in with an illness, it will  
   be recorded as an “unexcused” absence for the purposes of tracking attendance.  

 
Fully Remote Only Students  

 
Although it is not finalized, I am pleased to share that a plan for our full remote learners (students who will be virtual 
100% of the time) is starting to take shape.  If possible, we would prefer to utilize our own staff for remote instruction - 
this would enable us to provide the best education to your child while they are virtual and assist with their transition back 
to the classroom. Please understand that remote instruction will look very different from hybrid learning -  a virtual 
classroom is not a direct replacement for the quality of instruction that students receive when they are working hands-on 



with their teachers and peers in a real classroom. Thank you for your continued patience and understanding as we work 
out the details for our remote learners. Future communications will be forthcoming from teachers and teams that will be 
working with your child. Here are some details regarding the plan:  

 
● All remote students in grades 7-12 will follow the same nine period schedule as their hybrid peers when 

their cohort is learning virtually (no attendance for lunch and study hall).  
 
For example, all students in the Blue cohort (Grades 11 & 12) will learn virtually and follow the regular 
nine period schedule on 9/11/20 and 9/14/20. On Tuesday, 9/15/20, hybrid learners in the Blue cohort will 
receive in-person instruction. Instead of coming into the building, fully remote students in this cohort will 
be working with a team of remote teachers (one for each core content area) that will provide general 
instruction in each subject.  
 

● Grades 9-12: Will meet with their core remote teachers during (periods 4, 6, 8, & 9). A more detailed 
schedule will be forthcoming.  
 

● Grades 7 & 8: Will meet after school beginning at 2:30 with some flipped instruction during the day.  
Please stay tuned for a separate communication, including a more detailed schedule of meeting days/times 
for each remote course from the remote teams once this is finalized.  
 

● Grade 6: 6th grade teachers will be providing instruction to students remotely during set periods of the day. 
Please look for further communication from the team.  

 
I am attaching a link to the remote opt out form for parents/guardians to print and complete. Kindly return this form 
back to us by September 10 if you have chosen the remote learning option for your child, or wish to change your 
decision from hybrid learning to remote learning. Please send this form fully filled out to our COVID-19 resource 
email, covidhotline@brunswickcsd.org, and to Superintendent Maloney at amaloney@brunswickcsd.org: 
https://5il.co/kgw7 
 
 

Transportation 
 
We want to thank all of the families who are assisting with transportation this year. This is definitely the year for 
flexibility and patience. We have been looking at ways to alleviate busing concerns and potential congestion for 
both the morning and afternoon commute. Here are a few transportation updates:  
 

● Instructional start and end times for the HS/MS have not changed (7:30 start/2:11 end).  
● 6th graders will have an earlier release time to the buses each day at 2:00 pm along with any student being 

picked up by a parent.  
● Pickup and dropoff will be on the side of the building facing the elementary school.  
● Students that are driving or riding home with a sibling in the building will be dismissed at 2:06 pm. 
● We are allowing all 11th and 12th grade students to drive to school this year. Students requesting to drive 

should return the application to Carol Petersen at cpetersen@brunswickcsd.org. Also, please be checking 
your student emails for additional information on designated parking locations. Here is a link to the 
application: https://5il.co/i04r  
 

 
 
 

mailto:covidhotline@brunswickcsd.org
mailto:amaloney@brunswickcsd.org
https://5il.co/kgw7
mailto:cpetersen@brunswickcsd.org
https://5il.co/i04r


Virtual Student Forums 
 

We wanted to remind you that we will be holding our virtual student forums tomorrow, September 2, for our 
secondary students. The schedule for our student forums is as follows: 
 
6th graders: 9:30 AM - 10:15 AM 
7th - 12th graders: 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
 
Please encourage your students to log into their Brunswick CSD email accounts to find the Google Meet links to the 
forums. This is a great opportunity for our students to discuss their questions, concerns, and suggestions regarding 
our reopening with their district officials, principals, and teachers! We kindly ask that this is a student-only event so 
that we can create an open dialogue where their voices are heard! 
 
I want to conclude by thanking you for your continued patience and support as we plan for the upcoming school 
year. It has certainly been one of the most unusual summers we have experienced in the field of education. There is 
still much work to be done, but we are confident that this year will be a safe and positive experience for every 
student. Please look for much more communication from teams and teachers in the days and weeks ahead. Have a 
great Labor Day weekend!  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ken Rizzo 
Principal, Tamarac Secondary School  

 
 
 


