
Marion C. Early R-V COVID-19 Communication Plan and Positive Case Notices 

General Information 

Reporting and disease outbreak control measures will be implemented in accordance with state             
and local law, DHSS rules governing the control of communicable diseases and other diseases              
dangerous to public health, and any applicable rules distributed by the appropriate county or city               
health department. 

Keeping our community healthy is a joint effort.  It is imperative that you do not send your 
student to school if they are sick or symptomatic.  Checking to see if your child is healthy before 
sending them to school is the first and best layer of protection against the spread.  Families are 
strongly encouraged  to do a temperature and symptoms check before sending your child to 
school.  Staff are required to do a self prescreen before entering the building. Anyone with a 
fever greater than 100 degrees should not come to school.  Students and staff should also screen 
for additional symptoms including: shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, coughing, fatigue, 
muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, nausea, vomiting, and 
diarrhea.   Please see the signs and symptoms document that is attached. 
 
A positive case does not always mean a mandatory closure.  All positive cases will be evaluated 
by the local health department. Contact tracers will determine the individuals who had significant 
exposure.  The school will work with the health department on communication and notification 
in the event of a positive COVID-19 case. School will close, due to a positive case, when it is the 
recommendation of the health department to do so.  School could be temporarily closed if 
student and/or staff absenteeism  reaches a certain threshold.  Additionally, there could be 
multiple school settings occurring simultaneously i.e. Kindergarten and 1st grade could be 
operating in Setting 2 and Grades 2-5 operating in Setting 1.  

 
We understand this will cause extreme hardships for families and we will operate under the 
guidance of the Polk County Health Center (PCHC) .  Please plan accordingly.  
 
Communication Protocol  
 
We understand in this uncertain time families want to be as informed as possible.  Our goal is to 
be as transparent as possible while maintaining confidentiality rules.  

You will be notified when… 

● Your student is considered as a close/direct contact with a student/staff member that 
has tested positive for COVID-19. This may result in a self-quarantine. In this case, 
you will be notified personally by the PCHC. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EZEPxzyxKex5atNfLuU_WZUl0nISP_p7/view?usp=sharing


● Your student is considered a low-risk possible exposure of a student/staff member that 
has tested positive for COVID-19. This could mean the positive case is in your child's 
classroom, cohort, or bus, but your student was not considered direct contact with this 
individual by the PCHC. This notification would NOT constitute a quarantine. In this 
case, you'll be notified by email, robocall, or phone call. All individuals considered 
low-risk should monitor symptoms very closely.  

● All notices will be kept on this document and updated in real time.  

You will not be notified when… 

● Other individuals are put in a precautionary quarantine (a teacher or classmate) that 
have not tested positive. 

● Your student is not considered to have had close/direct contact with the positive case 
and/or is not considered to have been a low-risk exposure.  

Thank you for your support as we navigate these unique challenges. 

 

COVID-19 PUBLIC NOTICES 

August 31, 2020 

MCE Families,  

We received notice that a MCE staff member has tested positive for COVID-19.  The staff 
member and district has worked closely with the Polk County Health Center to assist them in the 
process of contact tracing.  All individuals who were considered to be in direct contact have been 
notified by the PCHD and are following proper protocols.  All individuals who are considered 
low risk have been notified via the protocol above.  Please continue to check for symptoms 
before leaving for school and stay home if you are symptomatic.  Thank you for your support as 
we do our best to keep students and staff safe and informed.  
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