Linn Joint 6 Fall 2020 Reopening Plan

A Message from Linn Joint 6 School Board
Working to protect the health and safety of Reek School’s students, families, and
staff is our number one priority. We have established these health measures to
promote everyone’s safety. These guidelines were created in accordance with
guidance provided by the CDC (Center for Disease Control and Prevention), the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, and Walworth County Health. Please
note we will continue to monitor guidance and adjust these measures as
necessary.
Linn Joint 6 School Board
Amy Langelund, Alex Palmer, Bill Pearce, Jake Polyock, Ryan Southwick
The following foundational beliefs guided our decision-making:





Our top priority is working to protect the health and safety of students,
families, and staff to the furthest extent possible.
Based on the results of the parent survey we sent, most families desire the
face to face learning environment. We believe our students learn best when
able to be physically present with the teacher and peers.
We respect the health concerns many people have during this pandemic,
and we will offer online learning to those families who do not feel
comfortable returning to school.
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General Good Hygiene Practice for All Staff and Students







Students and staff must wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20
seconds or use hand sanitizer, especially after eating, using the bathroom and touching
frequently used items or surfaces.
Students and staff should avoid touching the face.
Students and staff should sneeze or cough into a tissue or use the inside of the elbow.
Staff will disinfect items and surfaces as often as possible.

School Specific Guidelines for COVID-19








Students and staff will be educated on properly washing hands and everyday protective
measures to prevent the spread of respiratory diseases, like COVID-19. Educational signs
will be posted throughout the district.
Social distancing will be in place. We will create strategies to restructure locations and
activities where students are in close contact with each other to encourage six feet of
physical distancing between people.

Students and staff must refrain from physical contact including handshakes, fist bumps,
high fives, hugs, etc.
Floor and wall signage will be placed to provide guidelines to students and staff of the
flow and direction of student movement so as to promote six feet social distancing.
Classrooms will be arranged to accommodate social distancing.
Hand sanitizing tables will be located at entrances, classrooms and common areas in
school.
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Each student’s belongings will be separated and students are discouraged from bringing
in extra toys or materials from home. Students will be educated to avoid sharing
electronic devices, toys, books and other games or learning aids. School lockers and/or
hooks will not be used.
Supplies or equipment that is used by multiple students, such as PE equipment, will be
cleaned and disinfected between each use.
Only the water bottle fillers will be available at drinking fountains. Students are
encouraged to bring their own water bottles labeled with their name from home.

In order to limit contact points, only essential visitors, staff and students will be allowed
inside of the school. Parent and visitor entry will be limited. Parents and visitors must
complete a health screening immediately upon entering. People who are feeling ill
should not enter. All people entering the school must wear a face covering. The school
visitor log will be maintained.
For lunch students will eat at desks placed six feet apart in their classroom. Students
will be educated to avoid sharing food and utensils.
Students will be spaced six feet apart in classrooms.
Students will remain with their classroom cohort group in all grades. This means that
grades 5 - 8 will not travel to different rooms but will remain in their
homeroom. Teachers will provide the different content area instruction by coming to
the room.
The student flow of traffic will be arranged so as to avoid face to face contact.
Recess will be staggered to avoid contact between cohorts.
No field trips will be scheduled at this time.
No large assemblies or other large gatherings will be scheduled at this time.
Fall sports have been cancelled.
School will be dismissed at 12:45 each Friday for students in grades 4K, K, 1, 2 and
siblings and 1:00 PM each Friday for grades 3-8 to allow time for thorough cleaning and
teacher preparation for face to face and online learning.
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School Exclusion Guidelines






Individuals with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 must remain home until at least 72
hours fever free (without use of fever-reducing medication) AND respiratory symptoms
have significantly improved. In addition, at least 10 days must have passed since
symptoms first appeared. The individual must also work with a physician and follow
recommendations from local public health officials.
If an individual has been exposed to a person positive for COVID-19, he/she must remain
home in self isolation for at least 14 days following exposure. If he/she develops any
illness symptoms; he/she must contact a physician.
Guidelines for illnesses:
 Fever
Temperature 100.0 ºF or greater
Child must be fever-free without fever medicine for 72 hours before returning to
school.
 Vomiting
A child who is vomiting needs to stay home until symptom free for 72 hours.
 Diarrhea
A child who has diarrhea (two or more watery stools in a 12 hour period) needs
to stay home until symptom free for 72 hours.
 Rash
Your child should stay home if they have a rash that is spreading, open and
cannot be covered. A doctor should evaluate the skin rash before your child
returns to school. Your child may return to school after seeing a doctor with a
note stating the rash is not contagious and may return to school.
 Coughs and Colds
Your child should stay home if they have continuous nasal drainage and/or a
cough.
 Pink Eye (conjunctivitis)
Your child should stay home if they have red watery eyes, swelling of the upper
or lower eyelids, or eye drainage. If your child is prescribed antibiotics, they
should be used for 24 hours before returning to school.
 Strep Throat
If your child is diagnosed with strep throat, they must remain home until 24
hours after antibiotics have begun.
 Pertussis
If your child is diagnosed with pertussis, they must remain home until five days
of appropriate antibiotic is completed.
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School Health Screening Guidelines
All parents/guardians of students will be advised to complete a daily health screening at home
every morning before bringing their child to school. The health screening will include
temperature screening and the following questions:
 Does your child have a temperature over 100.0 Fahrenheit within the last 48 hours?
 Has your child been in close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19?
 Is your child experiencing a cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, or sore
throat within the last 48 hours?
 Does your child have a new loss of taste or smell?
 Does your child have muscle pain or chills?
 Does your child have any other illness symptoms including vomiting, diarrhea,
continuous nasal drainage, or rash in the last 48 hours?
If any of these symptoms are present, parents must contact a physician to determine the best
course of action and students should not attend school until cleared by the physician.
All staff will be advised to complete the same health screening and questions for themselves
every morning at home before coming on school property.

Guidelines for Face Coverings






Reek School staff will be required to wear a school-issued face shield and/or mask when
working within six feet of children.
We understand face coverings may be challenging for many students to wear all-day in a
school setting. We will require face coverings when children are in the common areas of
school - entering and leaving the building and walking through the halls. Masks will not
be required when children are in their “safe zone” in the classroom. We ask that
families provide face coverings for their children. Face coverings for students will be
available on a backup basis.
As the WI orders regarding masks evolve, we will adhere to those orders.
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Parents/guardians are encouraged to use this link to educate themselves and their child
on face coverings. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-gettingsick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
The parent/guardian or student for whom wearing a mask is medically inadvisable must
provide a physician’s note identifying the specific medical reason for this. The district
will then consider alternative ways to keep the person safe such as a face shield.
If a student refuses to wear a face covering, we require the student to choose the online
instruction option offered by the district.
“Situational face coverings” may be required for circumstances when students or staff
need to work together and cannot remain the required six feet apart.

Guidelines for students who become sick at school




An isolation room near the nurse’s office will separate anyone who exhibits illness
symptoms. The isolation room will be cleaned and disinfected between each use.
Parent/guardians will be contacted promptly to pick the child up as soon as possible.
Students may not return to school until fever free for 24 hours and symptom free. It
is recommended parents/guardians call the child’s primary care provider for further
direction/recommendations.

Guidelines for Staff who become sick at school



Staff will be sent home if they develop illness symptoms during work.
The staff member may not return to work until fever free for 24 hours and symptom
free. It is recommended the staff person call their primary care provider for further
direction/recommendations.

Recess and Specials Classes - PE, Art, Music, Band, Library,
Coding, Spanish, Library



Face coverings are recommended during PE and recess. Social distancing will be in
place. PE classes will be held outdoors as often as possible.
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Students will not use the locker rooms to change into gym clothing; they will wear
their classroom clothing for PE.
Frequently used items (such as playground balls, fitness equipment, musical
instruments, etc) will be regularly disinfected.
Coding, Spanish, and Library will be taught in the regular classroom. Students may
choose their library books online, and these will be delivered to the classroom.
Music, PE, and art will meet in the classrooms with social distancing in place.
Large group classes such as Band and Chorus will not meet. Instead, band will consist
of small group lessons. Chorus will not meet.
We will have a large open air tent for classes to use at the teachers’ discretion.

Transportation







Face coverings are recommended when riding the bus.
School bus transportation will use CDC guidance to clean and disinfect school buses.
School bus transportation will be structured to encourage six feet of physical distancing
between people.
Students will be assigned to a seat.
The bus will load from the back to the front.

Guidelines for Cleaning and Disinfecting







Reek School installed the iWave Air Purifier system onto the furnaces and in each
classroom air handler. This technology kills the coronavirus in 60 minutes.
All tables have been removed from classrooms to allow for desks where students can sit
six feet apart from peers.
We have installed extra hand sanitizers at all entrances and throughout the school.
We have installed extra water bottle fillers in drinking fountains and have disabled the
spout meant for mouths.
Supplies or equipment that is used by multiple students, such as PE equipment, will be
cleaned and disinfected between each use.
Our schools will be cleaned and disinfected daily according to CDC guidelines.
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We have added time for custodial staff.
School will release Fridays at 1:00 PM to allow for more thorough sanitizing at the end
of each week.
Resources:
CDC Reopening Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Public Spaces, Workplaces,
Businesses, Schools, and Home. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html

Guidelines for Closing School Programs
In the event a person diagnosed with COVID-19 is determined to have been in the building and
poses a risk to the community, it may be necessary for the school to close for a certain time
period for cleaning and disinfection. Reek School will work with Walworth County Health with
this issue.

Communication
It is possible that changes to the school structure will need to be made in an expedient
manner. Please use the communication pathways available to you to stay current on the school
situation:




Website - www.linn6.k12.wi.us - Please check the website for updates
Email - Please check your email for updates
Our all school alert system called Apptegy. Please be sure you have given us your
correct phone number for voice alerts.

Learning Options




Families who are not comfortable sending their children to school may request online
learning.
Students who need to be out of the classroom for any extended period of time should
participate in online learning provided by the Reek teacher.
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Grades 5-8 will use an online learning program called APEX Learning for science, social
studies, English Language Arts, and math. This will be used during face to face
instruction along with supplemental instruction from the teacher. This program will be
the format for online learning when students are not present in the classroom.
Grades 4K-4 will follow a simplified online format with emphasis on reading and math.
Zoom and/or Google Meet will be used for social interaction and further clarification of
content as needed.

Child Care

We will not offer “before school care” or “after school care” at this time due to COVID issues
and maintaining student and family safety. In our efforts to keep students with their cohort
groups, the mixed grade levels of students in the “before school care” and “after school care”
makes it very difficult for students to avoid contact with students who are not in their cohort
group.
We will only offer “during school care” to the 3K and 4K students who are in school in the
morning and need to remain until school dismissal at 3:00. These 3K and 4K students can
remain with their cohort group thereby maintaining the safety of the groups.

Resources
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/05_21_20_Interim_Guidance_for_School_Infectio
n_Control_and_Mitigation_Measures_002.pdf
CDC (Centers for Disease Control & Prevention)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19Response.pdf
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THIS PLAN IS FLUID AND MAY CHANGE AS NECESSARY.
APPROVED BY THE LINN JOINT 6 SCHOOL BOARD ON
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020.
Amy Langelund - alangelund@linn6.k12.wi.us
Alex Palmer - apalmer@linn6.k12.wi.us
Bill Pearce - bpearce@linn6.k12.wi.us
Jake Polyock - jpolyock@linn6.k12.wi.us
Ryan Southwick - rsouthwick@linn6.k12.wi.us
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