
Dear Parents and Guardians! 

 

We finally made it to the first full week at Downtown Elementary!  Even with a 

global Zoom outage, a tropical storm appearing in our landlocked state which 

required an early dismissal, and implementing a tornado drill during a tornado 

watch (during a pandemic), our students and teachers managed a quick pivot 

to get our on-site and virtual learning off to a great start!  Obstacles come at us 

daily, but we are like water, moving around anything that tries to stand in our 

way!  I was in awe at how hard our teachers, students, and parents have 

worked to get us to this point, but it is just the beginning!  Your continued support 

(and we are here to support you!) is needed to continue with our early 

success.  975 students logging in each day is no easy feat, and as each day 

passes, we are able to troubleshoot more issues in hopes of getting 100% daily 

participation!   

 

As we continue to move deeper into the virtual/on-site learning tunnel (don’t 

worry, I see a light!), I want to remind you of a few important points: 

 

1. Studies show that it takes approximately 10 school days to become well-

adjusted to a new learning environment.  We thank you for your 

patience!  We will garner feedback from stakeholders after this timeline 

through a thoughtful survey.  (We do want your feedback!) 

2. It is okay for you to support your young ones during this adjustment period, 

but remember, we want our learners to become independent and our 

teachers want you to be able to go about your day while they do the 

heavy lifting.  We will help build these independent skills each day! 

3. Be mindful of our Zoom expectations.  Background noise and 

conversations/comments via Zoom can have a negative impact on the 

learning environment. 

 



 
 
Furthermore, we are committed to ensuring the safety of our students and all members 

of the eStem community during this time. We want you to know that we have COVID-19 

processes in place to communicate quickly with parents if your child has been exposed 

at any time while on campus. We are working with the Arkansas Department of Health 

(ADH) and receive instructions from them on any COVID-19 related situations.  

If at any time, your child has been exposed while at school, you will be notified as 

quickly as possible. We are following all contact tracing guidelines and will contact you 

if there is an incident that involves your child. If at any time a staff member or student 

has to quarantine, isolate, or tests positive, we cannot release any identifying 

information due to HIPPA and FERPA regulations, but you will be contacted if your child 

has been identified as a Probable Close Contact and required to quarantine. 

Again, we receive all instructions from the ADH. We understand that you are entrusting 

us with your child, and we will do everything possible to ensure the safety of our 

students and staff. If you have a question or a COVID-19 related situation, please 

contact me as soon as possible so that we can follow the processes outlined in our 

COVID-19 Procedural Manual which can be found here. 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/875387/eStem_COVID-19_Procedural_Manual.pdf


We also want to keep our families informed of the many measures we are taking to 

ensure our schools are clean and sanitized daily. General cleaning and disinfection 

protocols will be followed regularly by our custodial staff and employees. Additional 

safety procedures for the disinfecting process include the following: 

 Additional hand sanitizer, disinfectant, and cleaning wipes have been 

distributed to every office and classroom 

 Additional free standing hand sanitizing stations have been placed throughout 

the building 

 Spray bottles (containing EPA, CDC, AND ADH approved disinfectants) are used 

to disinfect surfaces. Our custodial staff will use Tersano's Stabilized Aqueous 

Ozone (SAO) for daily cleaning, scrubbing, and mopping. SAO eliminates germs, 

odors, stains, mold, and mildew and quickly kills viruses and bacteria. It is safe 

and effective with no toxins, carcinogens, or chemical residue. For additional 

information on SAO and how it works, visit www.tersano.com. 

 As an extra precaution throughout the day, random classrooms will be 

disinfected using the electrostatic spraying systems through the EvaClean 

Infection Prevention System and Purtabs disinfection tablets. The Purtab 

disinfectant that is used in the sprayers is safe and effective, killing multiple 

different germs in 4-10 minutes, and are List N approved products against 

COVID-19 in 1 minute (click here for more information). Disinfectants take 4-10 

minutes to completely dry, and students will not be in the classroom at any time 

while the cleaning is occurring (enrichment classes, lunch for JH/HS, etc.). If your 

child's classroom is sanitized using this method during the day, please be aware 

that this is an additional precaution we are taking and does not mean that 

we've had a COVID-19 exposure or positive test result.  

 Every night, each building will be deep cleaned and disinfected using the 

EvaClean Infection Prevention System which utilizes electrostatic spraying 

systems and Purtabs disinfection tablets.  

For additional information on our COVID-19 processes and procedures, please read our 

COVID-19 Procedural Manual which can be found HERE.  

I couldn’t ask for a better group of teachers, students, parents, and guardians 

who enable a meaningful learning experience for ALL students.  Downtown 

Elementary’s community is thriving, and we will continue to conquer!  Above 

and beyond, it truly is what we do! 

 

Below you will find important information from the office.  Have a wonderful 

weekend! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Hurst, Director Downtown Elementary 

http://www.tersano.com/
https://evaclean.com/
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/875387/eStem_COVID-19_Procedural_Manual.pdf


 

Notes from the Office 
  

 Student Handbook & Covid Procedures: Parents, we need everyone to 

read the student handbook and Covid19 Procedures and then sign the 

acknowledgement at this link: - DTK6 Student Handbook 
 

 Dismissal Form: Every onsite student needs to have a dismissal form filled 

out for this year.  Please click this link if you have not filled out the form yet, 

or if you have changes to one already submitted: 2020 2021 Dismissal 

Form   

 

Here are some dismissal Do’s and Don’ts to remember: 

      DO have patience.  

     DO have your child's carpool number visible in your windshield. You can 

get extra copies by emailing Mrs. Walters if you need them. 

     DO pull as far up in the carpool line as possible. 

     DO double check your information to make sure you're in the correct 

location. (A tag numbers = Alley, L tag numbers = Louisiana, T tag 

numbers = 3rd Street) 

     DO help your child learn his or her carpool number.  (We call out numbers 

instead of names to help keep children safe!) 

     DO ask if you have a question - we know this is a lot of information, 

especially if it's your first time! 

     DO listen to the police officers and crossing guards. 

     DON'T enter the building without permission - this is for safety purposes 

only! 

     DON'T park or get out of your car in the carpool line.  

 
 Breakfast and Lunch:  We will begin serving breakfast on Monday.  It will 

be a “grab and go” type breakfast that the children will pick up and take 

to class.  The menus for August/September breakfast and lunch are 

attached. 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/EStemPublicCharterSchool/_20202021DTK6StudentHandbook
-%20https:/www.cognitoforms.com/EStemPublicCharterSchool/_20202021DTK6StudentHandbook
-%20https:/www.cognitoforms.com/EStemPublicCharterSchool/_20202021DTK6StudentHandbook
mailto:janice.walters@estemschools.org


 Free/Reduced Meal application:  You may visit our website 

(www.estemschools.org) or follow this link Free or Reduced Meal 

Application  to fill out the application for free/reduced meals.  A new 

application has to be filled out each school year.   

 

 Early Check outs:  If you need to check your child out for a doctor/dentist 

appointment, you will have to email Mrs. Scott 

Yolanda.scott@estemschools.org.  Parents may buzz the front door and 

give your name so that she will know you have arrived.  Students will then 

be sent out to you.   

 

 Attendance: If your child will be absent, please make sure to email 

k6attendance@estemschools.org to let us know. Please do not send pick 

up changes or early   check out information to this email.  This is only to 

report absences.  You may scan or photo doctor and dentist excuse notes 

and send to Mrs. Owens as well. 
 

 Email, Address, Phone Number Changes: If you have an address, email or 

phone number change, please email those changes to Mrs. Owens. This 

helps us keep our records as up-to-date as possible. 

 

 Zoom, Google, Student ID#s – If you need information regarding Zoom, 

Google classroom or if you need your student’s ID#, please contact their 

homeroom teacher.   

 

 Social Media: Please follow us on Instagram @estemdtk6, we will share our 

important information there and also other good news! You can also tag 

us in your posts and stories so that we can share them with our #DTK6 

community! 
 

 District Facebook: You can find many tips and resources on our district 

Facebook page by searching “eStem Public Charter Schools”. 

 
 

http://www.estemschools.org/
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
mailto:Yolanda.scott@estemschools.org
mailto:k6attendance@estemschools.org
mailto:lorraine.owens@estemschools.org

