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See our calendar of programs here.  

Simple STEM video series on YouTube: Projects you can do at home without buying anything. 

STEAM activities on our website. 

Science-to-go Kits & Teacher/Homeschooler hands-on science lesson kits 

For more information, email caldwell@ringwoodlibrary.org  

While supplies last! 

Starting Sept. 1, 

Popsicle Stick Catapult 

Kits will be available 

to pick up in the lobby.  

Build a Marshmallow 

Launcher and see what 

you can knock down 

with it! 

Detecting 

Fake News 

The plural of the 

anecdotal is not data. 

Two or three good 

stories that make a 

correlation seem true, 

does not mean that it is 

true. To have 

meaningful evidence, 

you need a statistically 

significant amount of 

data, which means 

hundreds or thousands 

of data points. 

Japan’s Atomic Legacy 

2020 marks 75 years since the US dropped the 

atomic bomb on Japan. This horrific act of war 

turned into a hot seat of research. Beyond the 

initial burns and instantaneous vaporization of life, 

scientists have had time to explore the long-term 

effects of radiation on health, even the genetic 

effects on offspring of survivors. 

See the Science article here:  https://

science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6502/361  

Cece Loves Science, by Kimberly Derting 

A picture book about a girl who learns to practice 

science by asking questions, making observations, 

and changing variables—all about whether her dog 

eats vegetables! The book includes a glossary of 

science terms. AR BL: 3.5. 

Place it on hold here. 

The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments,  

by George Johnson 

This small book is packed with explanations of 

important scientific breakthroughs through the 

centuries. It is written in prose fashion, telling 

fascinating stories without sacrificing scientific rigor. 

You’ll learn a lot without being completely bored. If this 

is all you ever learn about science, it may be enough.  

Reserve it here. 

Recommended Reads: 
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Own an iPad? Get the most out of it... 
< Scan this QR code to check out iPad User Magazine on RB Digital 

There’s an app for that… 

 Read age appropriate news stories from journal outlets from around the world with Newsela. The app connects with its 

website and modifies each story text to 5 different reading levels. It also provides a Read Aloud format. Great 

for teachers and their classes, but you can also browse the stories on your own. Each story is assigned a word 

count and text level (for grade-level appropriateness.)  

 Duolingo teaches foreign languages, such as Spanish, French, and Chinese. The app evaluates your ability and 

then gives you mini lessons based on your ability. You’ll work both on listening , reading, and speaking. There 

are fun rewards to earn, too! 

If you have tech questions or suggestions for RPL’s STEAM 

Newsletter, email caldwell@ringwoodlibrary.org. 

The environment and Coronavirus: 

N-95 masks and surgical masks are generally not reusable and are made from materials made 

from petroleum that do not break down in landfills. Disposable paper masks meant for single use 

actually contain microplastics. “A study by the University of College London’s Plastic Waste 

Innovation Hub found that if all 68 million residents of Britain were to wear one disposable mask 

everyday day for a year, it would amount to roughly 73,000 tons of plastic waste.” Look for ways to 

reduce your plastic use: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-masks.html  

What are microplastics? 

According  to Science Magazine 26 June 2020,  microplastics are 

plastic particles less than 5 mm in diameter. There has been 

much discussion about microplastics in the oceans due to the 

increasing amount of plastic waste found in the waters. But, 

scientists need to further explore the effect of microplastics in 

terrestrial (land) environments. 

Read more: https://science.sciencemag.org/content/368/6498/1430   

Watch “What are Microplastics?” and why they can be harmful in the oceans: https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/

microplastics.html  

About the Great Pacific Garbage Patch: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-patch/ 

Design your own mask: 

Draw and color a pattern, 

picture, or saying on the mask! 
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