
 
BV SCHOOLS COVID Update - August 31, 2020 

 
Beginning June 1-August 31, 2020, Superintendent Lisa Yates will provide a weekly update each Monday to families                                 
regarding the re-opening of schools in the fall. The written and/or video updates will be delivered via email and/or                                     
text and posted on the district website. As well, families can join a virtual meeting by Zoom each Monday at                                       
5:00-5:45 pm to exchange information and ask questions. The intent is to have on-going and up-to-date                               
communication with families as we look ahead to learning for our students in the fall.  

 

● It takes a team!  In many ways, the opening of school felt like the most 
natural and “normal” event we have had in a really long time!  Even with new protocols like 
lining up outside, screen checks and masks, it just felt right to have students return to the 
buildings this week.  The half days allowed families, students, and staff to move about slowly, 
thoughtfully, and with good care.  Thank you, families, for trusting us with your children even in 
this time.  The rhythm and routine of school can be so good as we each seek more and more 
grounding and JOY in our days.   

2020 has certainly been disrupted, filled with unrest.  And still, there is good all around us.  The 
return to school was a visual reminder of this.  Even as we navigate these times together, let’s 
continue to lean in...we invite families to join the BV Staff in these good practices of “optimism” 
even in tough times: 

1. Focus on the good (but keep it real) 
2. Put the HEART before the COURSE 
3. Structure for JOY 
4. Do the Doable 
5. Fill your cup first 

Together, we can care well for our students and each other.   

 Partner with us by Symptom Screening each day.  Thank you for participating 
in the screening checks.  We have some technicalities behind the scenes to work out to be more 
efficient, but overall, received a high percent of participation in the self and home screeners. 
Those who do not screen at home will be screened at school.  We strongly urge families to build 
the screener into your early morning routine.  The earlier you can log in the better, but at least by 
7:00 am or before riding the bus.  You will note an additional question has been added to the 
screener (did you ride the bus? Yes or No) to help us with sorting in the morning.  Thank you for 
doing your part in our new protocols.  As a reminder, the success of remaining in person will be 
highly dependent on each of us staying home when we are sick and coming to school when we are 
well.    There are multiple ways you can access the screener.  You should have received copies in 
your enrollment packet to place in your car, on the fridge, on your bathroom mirror, or wherever 
it will remind you to complete the scan.  You can also access the scan code or url  from the District 



website.   If you have a phone with a camera, it is as simple as placing your camera over the QR 
code.  Another option is to use a phone or computer to link to the symptom screener through a 
url.  If either of those are not an option for your family, please contact your child’s office and they 
will help you to partner with us in this process.  Here is a link to:  “how to” symptom screen.   If 
the screener is not complete, the student will remain out of the class until school staff is able to 
complete the screener.  Thank you for your help in keeping our schools open to in-person 
learning.   

● Monday Meetings to continue /Tuesday morning Radio Show/Written updates as 
needed  When these weekly written updates and Zoom meeting began in late May, the plan was 
for this one, August 31st, to be the last.  However, there has been family input suggesting the 
Monday Zoom meeting for Questions, Feedback, and general information to continue.  The 
District is happy to do this as we know information, especially during times when changes 
happen frequently, is critical.  Zoom meetings will continue with the link below.  Written updates 
will NOT be weekly but will be regular.  We want families to know when you receive a written 
update from the District to PLEASE READ IT.  We know there is a balance between too many 
updates and not enough.  For this reason, written updates will come when there is important 
and/or urgent information.  All information is posted on our website, so please check there often. 
We will keep Reopening information updated on the site for reference.  Also, remember to 
download the district APP.  See information below.  You can receive notifications and live feed 
updates from here.     Finally, did you know, each Tuesday morning during the school year, a 
short radio interview is broadcast regarding district happenings about 7:30 am on 97.5?  Feel free 
to tune in on the way to school or work! 

● Question of the week for our Operations/Health FAQ: When written updates are 
sent, one or two questions from the District’s FAQ will be highlighted.  You can find the full 
Operations/Health FAQ here.   

● Highlighted question(s) of the week: 
Q. Will a staff or family be notified if a member of the classroom has tested positive? 
● The school district will work with Chaffee County Public Health in contacting persons who have been in close 

contact with someone testing positive for COVID.  Medical privacy will be protected in all reporting.  If a member 
of a class tests positive, the classroom cohort and those determined to be in close contact would be notified and 
directions for response provided.  Public Health is responsible for tracing and notification of close contact; the 
district is a partner.  

 
Q. How will the school district reduce the risk of transmission? 
● Please link to the layered strategies we will be adding to our practices and operations to mitigate the risk of 

transmission in our schools.  These include but are not limited to screening, ventilation enhancements (ionization), 
UV light and typical cloth sanitizing and disinfecting, distancing to the extent possible, masking in grades 6-12.  

● August  weekly updates continue on Monday evenings, 5:00-5:45 pm via Zoom.  
As we plan together as a BV Schools Family, Question and Answer time will continue.   The Zoom 
information is below. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RwKAP39W9edeFPjv2qYUEQTNYD9szrN73tMyTP5bQQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9zYdMMSs6e1DVC5k7RiSyS3UjqBDvDYkZyPGnqhB8M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GQU32FMPSizJ2IZA-SKQNA9w2GEzEp5zXDcxyUkyO6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GQU32FMPSizJ2IZA-SKQNA9w2GEzEp5zXDcxyUkyO6Y/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

● Monday Weekly Zoom Meeting: Each Monday, 5:00-5:45 pm, the district will host a virtual 
meeting using ZOOM to keep families up-to-date on re-opening in the fall.   The meeting allows 
time for exchange of information and questions related to the written update. Please link here to 
join or you can also access from the BV Schools Website. 

Join Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88194973396?pwd=OXl3MTdoeElCSXFoWDRBOUkvWHFFdz09 

Meeting ID: 881 9497 3396 

Password: 5it5xX 

By phone:    +1 253 215 8782  

 

● Here we go!  Today our full staff officially returns to finalize preparations for our students to 
return for half days this Thursday and Friday.  We are ready, having invested our time, talent and 
resources throughout the summer for this very event… AND we are equally ready to respond, be 
flexible, and most of all lean in with an extra measure of kindness and compassion toward one 
another.  We understand it takes courage (holding strength even in the swirling of “what if” 
questions) to enter in, even when there is excitement from our children to return.  We thank you 
for the mutual support and trust as we work together to provide a high quality educational 
experience for our students, your children.  Please look for notices from your child’s school for 
start and dismissal times on these half days.   

● Partner with us by Symptom Screening each day. The success of remaining in person will be highly 
dependent on each of us staying home when we are sick and coming to school when we are well. 
To provide assurance of this joint commitment, we ask families (and students in grades 9-12) to 
complete a symptom screener each day we are in school either before you get on the bus if a bus 
rider or at least by 7:00 am.   There are multiple ways you can access the screener.  You will 
receive copies in your enrollment packet to place in your car, on the fridge, on your bathroom 
mirror, or wherever it will remind you to complete the scan.  You can also access the scan code or 
url  from the District website.   If you have a phone with a camera, it is as simple as placing your 
camera over the QR code.  Another option is to use a phone or computer to link to the symptom 
screener through a url.  If either of those are not an option for your family, please contact your 
child’s office and they will help you to partner with us in this process.  Here is a link to:  “how to” 
symptom screen.   If the screener is not complete, the student will remain out of the class until 
school staff is able to complete the screener.  Thank you for your help in keeping our schools 
open to in-person learning.   

● Reopening  Resources  We have a consolidated list of all our reopening resources on the front page 
of our district website for easy reference and  can be found here:  link to the ReOpening Resource 
Page.  This serves as a mini “webpage” for ongoing reference and will be updated regularly.   A 
few highlights from this resource: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88194973396?pwd=OXl3MTdoeElCSXFoWDRBOUkvWHFFdz09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RwKAP39W9edeFPjv2qYUEQTNYD9szrN73tMyTP5bQQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RwKAP39W9edeFPjv2qYUEQTNYD9szrN73tMyTP5bQQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DAOvlzg667zyrQ-ajMJ1ac11bsvPi8NUNEwK_vdW1q4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DAOvlzg667zyrQ-ajMJ1ac11bsvPi8NUNEwK_vdW1q4/edit?usp=sharing


○   Operations and Health FAQ.  We have embedded within the District’s Operations and 
Health FAQ a recently released FAQ from Chaffee County Public Health regarding 
questions about when students can return to school, what will happen when a student 
is sick at school, when will we need to quarantine, etc.  The alignment of these two 
documents should assure you  of the strong collaboration we have with our local 
health officials in designing and following protocols.  Our school nurses will be your 
first point of contact should you have questions about your child’s health.  I would be 
happy to meet with individuals or small groups of families with questions about our 
processes as well.  We have strong written protocols and a response team who will 
work with each scenario/case.  You will always be notified if your child needs to 
quarantine, but we will not release names of students or staff members who are 
symptomatic or test positive as we respect and will remain in compliance with all 
medical privacy practices.   

○ Would you like more information about remote learning and when your child should 
log in from home if sick or quarantined?  Within the Operations and Health FAQ there 
is information to answer your questions.  Link to Operations and Health FAQ and then 
go to the section titles: Operations during Remote Learning. 

○ Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization  (NPBI) was installed into our HVAC and boiler systems 
at the Grove, Avery Parsons, and CCHS.  This technology is being used in many 
commercial buildings, including the Pepsi Center and state universities to disinfect. 
Similar portable technologies will be in place at the middle and high school (we cannot 
install into the HVAC system while under construction).  We will also use UV light and 
oxidation products as part of our routine disinfecting plan throughout the week.   

● BV Schools has an App!   In an ongoing effort to get information to families and enhance 
communication overall, the district has re-designed its website AND for convenience, has an app 
you can download on your phone.  You can watch a short video here and directions for 
downloading the app are here.  Basically, you go to the app store on your phone, search BV 
Schools and you will find our app to download for free.  You may set the app to receive 
notifications.  From the app you can get up to date information and have school and district 
information at your fingertips!   

● Meet our new staff!   We are proud to introduce the newest members of the BV Schools team! 
Please join us in welcoming these bright, new talents to our district and community.  You can 
view our New Staff slides here! 

● August  weekly updates continue on Monday evenings, 5:00-5:45 pm via Zoom.  As we plan together 
as a BV Schools Family, Question and Answer time will continue.   The Zoom information is 
below. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9zYdMMSs6e1DVC5k7RiSyS3UjqBDvDYkZyPGnqhB8M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9zYdMMSs6e1DVC5k7RiSyS3UjqBDvDYkZyPGnqhB8M/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaK7DrCSRpc&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbgiqVBPNcK63GNT9_ig1ExQFJvmq84i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbgiqVBPNcK63GNT9_ig1ExQFJvmq84i/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kMGbSIjfTw1oL8Uq4i3un6hxXh-3g_SAn_WUxjFnRYg/edit?usp=sharing

