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● We are excited to start with kids on Monday. Teachers have been training and
getting ready for them to arrive next week. Thanks for your questions and
comments and filling out the surveys for back to school. This is a very fluid
situation and I want to take time to thank the Flathead HD/Gov. Office/Local
Admin/ Staff/Countless others
Updates:

● Drop Off area- Pull forward before letting kids out/ Please do this quickly and if
possible with parents not getting out of the car.
❖ Parents will not be allowed in the building, except for special

circumstances.
❖ We are attaching a map of the areas around the school where students

will line up with their classes(Staff will help direct students where to go.)
❖ MS students will walk around the south end of the building, near the

science rooms and meet with their teachers in designated areas
❖ Kindergarten start time on the first day only at 8:40

● First School Day pictures- In order to speed up the process of dropping off your
kids the first day of school, we would like as many of you as possible to come to
the school over the next few days and take pictures of your kids in their first day
of school clothes. This would help out tremendously with the flow of traffic on
Monday. You can take pictures on the front steps of the school, bring signs and
big smiles.

● Bus Routes: Right now we will only be running one bus route for each of our 8
bus routes in the AM and PM. The buses will run on the designated times sent
out by the school. There will be seating charts on the buses, as there will be for
everywhere the kids go during the day. This is to help with any contact tracing
that may need to be done in the advent of a case of COVID-19. Families with two
or more kids will need to sit together, all other seats will have one child per seat.
For any questions about busing contact Mrs. Cox at 755-7239.

● Monitoring System: We will be attaching the self monitoring system that we are
expecting families to follow before their kids come to school. Please make sure
you follow the guidelines on the monitoring system daily, as it will help us mitigate
any issues that may arise during the pandemic. We will not be doing temperature
checks at school, unless we have reason to believe a child is sick and needs
attention.



● Masks/Face Coverings: While we absolutely understand the controversy
around the wearing of face coverings, we will be following the Governor’s
directive and the West Valley School Boards decision for anyone 5 and older to
wear a face covering on school buses and inside the school building. Anyone
entering the building will be required to wear a face covering, which can include
cloth face mask, disposable FM, face shields, buffs and bandanas. Anyone 5 and
older will not be allowed on a school bus, or in the school building without a face
covering. If your child has an underlying medical condition and you are
requesting a reasonable accommodation, we will address those on a
case-by-case basis with supporting medical documentation. Meetings will need
to be set up for this and anyone 5 and older will not be allowed to enter the
building without a face covering until an accommodations meeting has taken
place.  All the school district dress codes apply to face coverings. Let’s come
together to help keep the school open and help to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19.
We do have 100 Buffs with the VW logo on them for sale on the website. We can
order more, they are $7.00, which is what the school district paid for them.

● Online Learners/Tech Needs- Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Erickson and Mr. Besaw will
be our online teachers this year. They will be contacting students who have
chosen the online learning model for the first trimester. Information will be sent to
families and all questions will go through the teachers listed above. Next week
will be introductory and the full online classes will start after Labor Day. Mr.
Wilson will be sending out information regarding computer distribution if you are
in need of a chromebook. We are very limited in the amount we can distribute to
families, as we have a need for Chromebooks for in person learners. Please
request a chromebook if you have no other technology available.

● Recess/Water Bottles/etc..: There has been a lot of confusion about whether ,
or not kids will have recess during the day. They will and it will be outside as
much as possible. Mr. Gross and Mrs. Blair have been busy with their leadership
teams putting together plans to make sure kids get outside in groups of less than
50 for breaks during the day. The kids will also have their elective classes and
while the MS schedules sent out don't show the electives , they will be having
electives this year. The new block schedule for MS students didn't allow electives
to be added, but rest assured they will have PE/Music/Art and others throughout
the year. We are asking that students bring a full water bottle to school with them.
They will be able to fill water bottles at school, but the drinking fountains will not
be usable.

● Sports: Football and Volleyball are a go for right now. Each player will be
allowed two people to watch the games, we ask that you honor this, as we have



no fee for entrance to a game and no way to monitor who comes to football
games. For volleyball, we will need to use our small gym to start the season, as
we had some water damage to the bug gym and it is not available right now.
Therefore, we will not have any fans at the volleyball games to start the year. We
may be able to use the big gym sooner than expected and would then allow 2
fans per player at each game. Thanks for your understanding about the
guidelines for watching the activities.


