
 
 

 
 

August 28, 2020  
 

Parents,  
 
I wanted to provide a short update since we have officially completed our first full week of 
instruction.   
 

● We have multiple students and a handful of staff members that are at home due to 
COVID like symptoms or are under a quarantine order from the health department. 
Thank you for your constant / on-going communication with school health clerks / 
nurses regarding your children’s health.  The closer we monitor our children and 
ensure we are sending healthy kids to school, the longer we will be able to maintain 
in-person instruction.  

 
● Starting today, we will be posting each Friday, our current COVID related statistics. 

We are hopeful that this transparency will help alleviate anxiety or stress related to 
COVID.  Since school started, we have not had a positive student or staff case. 
These statistics can be found on our COVID Response page - 
https://www.olympia.org/o/district/page/covid-response 

 
● This past week a committee of stakeholders met to identify metrics we will consider 

that may warrant a change in our learning plan.  The metrics include county and 
community based COVID statistics as well as district metrics (absence rates, sub fill 
rates, etc.).  If the identified thresholds are met (for multiple metrics), a change to 
hybrid or remote learning may occur.  We will present the committee’s 
recommendations to the Board of Education in September.  Pending Board approval, 
we will share with parents and staff.  
 

●  We still have some procedural items that need to be adjusted but given all the new 
guidelines we have experienced, and the pandemic we are all living in, things have 
gone fairly smoothly and the kids seem to be in a good place.  You can see their 
smiling eyes as you walk through the halls of our buildings.  
 

This week I have seen three and four year olds using hula hoops to maintain their own 
personal space while learning, watched high school students have a debate outside under the 
big tents we secured, listened to students talk about facing challenges and being in the learning 
pit and I watched third grade students create math word problems from a random picture 
(Wordless Wednesday).  To say that it is good to be back, is an understatement!  We will 
continue to work hard on ensuring our environment is safe for our students and staff.  

 
Thank you for your support and patience as we continue to adjust to our new normal.  
 
Laura  
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