
Despite the challenges of stay-at-home orders and distance learning, seventeen Cove 
seniors earned and were awarded their diplomas on May 30th.  At the start of the 
school closure, all 17 students had some requirement to complete in order to gradu-
ate on time.  Unlike the statewide recommendation that all seniors simply be granted 
their missing credit and diplomas, Cove held to the state graduation requirements 
and provided necessary accommodations for the students to complete their require-
ments.  It speaks volumes for the character of our students, staff, and community to 
choose to hold fast to the requirements and not have a diploma which carries any 
sort of asterisk waiving the final quarter.  Overcoming adversity is a lesson which 
carries great meaning once accomplished and these graduates accomplished it.  Every 
student on track to graduate last fall graduated this spring.   

Many adults have only vague memories of their graduation ceremonies and some bare-
ly remember anything of it.  For the class of 2020, this is one graduation which will 
be remembered.  Which classes before entered the ceremony in a 60-year-old pickup 
truck, Corvette, or family van?  Which classes prior had to use hand-sanitizer before 
receiving their diploma?  Which ceremonies in the past were only heard on the radio 
and didn't even have a microphone present?  My bet would be NONE!   

For those attending the event, thank you for your continued support and involvement 
for our school and students.  Due to the hard work of key individuals including teach-
ers, administration, custodial and other support staff; Cove School and the Cove 
Community came together for the fist time in months to celebrate the success of our 
newest adult members. 
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An estimated 350 attendees spread across the 
football field in cars to congratulate the class 

of 2020. 
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Board to Consider Fall Re-Opening Plan 
On June 18th, the Cove School Board will discuss a draft reopen-
ing plan considering protocols and operations in response to the 
COVID 19 pandemic.  Reasonable risk mitigation will be the foun-
dation of the plan to be proposed by Superintendent Earl Pettit.  
It is anticipated that a plan will be adopted in July allowing ample 
time to prepare for the scheduled August 24th scheduled start 
of the school year.  Additional state guidance for Board consider-
ation is expected on June 8th.  Based upon ongoing community 
feedback and a broad spectrum of scientific data, it is currently 
anticipated that the school will fully reopen in the fall although 
some restrictions may be in place.  As this plan is developed, if 
you have comments for consideration  please email them to 
earl.pettit@covesd.org.  You may observe the June regular meet-
ing via YouTube Live Feed—find the link a few days prior on the 
upcoming meeting notice or on our website.  

   SuperView 
    

The COVID pandemic has resulted in exponential 
growth of centralized control of schools.  Many 
states, including Oregon, have essentially removed 
all decision-making from your elected officials and 
granted  authority to a centralized department of unelected state 
bureaucrats.  While it is understandable that in an emergency the 
state may order the closure of schools.  However, it seems to me 
that statewide direction on how we deliver instruction, what cur-
ricular formats we use, and even our grading scale may go way be-
yond what is proximate to a virus pandemic or emergency.  When 
you vote for a school board, it is assumed that you are electing the 
folks who will make leadership and policy decisions for your com-
munity, school and you children’s education.  However, recent 
events have truly highlighted a long-trending shift toward what 
may be viewed as a state-wide single school system.  Over my past 
20+ years in school leadership I have witnessed this trend and an 
overall shift in roles which now places the Board and Superinten-
dent into an almost bureaucratic and administrative role while re-
serving the leadership decisions for the non-elected  staffers in 
departmental positions in Salem.   
   Recently, I have been encouraged by the many districts across 
the state, ours included, regaining some local control of their dis-
tricts.  Having now experienced small communities being driven by 
and forced to follow policies of metropolitan areas in large scale, it 
appears there may be a fundamental shift back toward local con-
trol brewing among the movers and shakers of the education world.  
Shockingly, it appears folks are starting to concede that not all 
communities and schools are identical with the same needs and I 
am hopeful that the pendulum is now moving away from centralized 
control of all schools in the state.  
   As Cove School prepares for the next school year, policy deci-
sions will continue to consider a broad scope of factors and, to the 
maximum extent possible, will reflect the desires of the Cove com-
munity.  This is not just specific to the COVID fall opening plan, 
but is true for all policy decisions.  Cove School belongs to the 
Cove School District and the District IS the Cove Community.   
~ Earl Pettit 

Annual Charter Lottery 
Cove Charter School sent notice of acceptance 
to 15 applicants for admission next fall as well 
as 12 notices for students placed on a waiting 
list. The non-resident student lottery was con-
ducted in accordance with the approved char-
ter via computer-based randomization within 
the following guidelines: 

Enrollment Target. Student enrollment shall be 
generally limited based on grade level as fol-
lows: K, 18; grades 1-4, 20; grades 5-8, 25; 
grades 9-12, 27…  

Lottery. To the extent permitted by this 
Charter and State law, if more non-resident 
students apply for any grade than can be ac-
commodated, admission will be based on an eq-
uitable lottery conducted by CCS under the 
following principles: 

Resident Admittance. Students residing within 
the boundaries of the District shall be admit-
ted subject to applicable District policies.  Stu-
dent residing within the district boundaries are 
not subject to lottery selection.  

Equitable Principles. Lottery selection shall be 
guided by recognizing the following order of 
priority for admission: 

1. Siblings of students who were enrolled at 
CCS during the previous year/years; 

2. Students who were on a waiting list, and 
have re-applied for admission; 

3. Non-resident students who are not eligible 
under categories 1 or 2. 

   District Business 

Budget Hearing: June 16 
Cove School District Budget Committee ap-
proved the proposed budget with minor ad-
justments last month.  The next step is for 
the Board to hold a public hearing scheduled 
for June 16th at 6:30 PM.  Due to the Gover-
nor’s Order #20-16, the hearing will be held 
virtually via a Zoom Webinar.   The link to the 
webinar is: https://zoom.us/j/91052576653  
This link can also be found on our website.  
Comments and questions may be submitted 
during the meeting through the Q&A function. 

It is expected that the Board will adopt the 
budget following any additional modifications 
they may make that same evening.  Careful 
management over many years has allowed the 
District to maintain current programs for the 
upcoming year despite significant revenue re-
ductions.  The budget hearing notice may be 
viewed on the following page.  



Volume 3, Issue 3 Page 3 



Page 4 Cove School Newsletter 

Mr. Gustavson’s 6th Grade 

We all realize this has been rough.  It is hard to 
stay motivated to learn and practice and push 
through the educational process on your own.  Zoom 
meetings were kind of fun, but mostly awk-
ward.  This is all true… but there have been many 
positives that have come from this event as 
well.  Here are the silver linings from my perspec-
tive: 

1. So many students rose to the challenge and 
managed their time effectively. 

2. Students found internal motivation. 

3. Students solved problems on their own. 

4. Learning became independent. 

5. We all realize how important community is... we 
realize how much we need each other. 

It is my hope that when we all come back together 
there will be a new sense of the importance placed 
on each and every school day.  When we come back 
together we will seize the day and make each mo-
ment count.  The 6th grade has much to be proud of 
and next fall I am confident they will get to the 
classroom ready to learn!  ~Mr. Gustavson 

4th Grade Superheroes visited by Bat Teachers 

 Elementary Classroom News 

6th Grade: Zoom meetings even became dull and 
awkward!  I’m looking forward to seeing these kids in 

person and not on a Brady Bunch screen.  

4th Grade Superheroes! 
  4th graders and their families are all superhe-
roes.  They did a superior job putting in extra effort 
during this time of change.  I know it was not easy 
but their dedication to academic progress was out-
standing, ensuring this group is ready for 5th 
grade.  It is now summer and it is time for their 
hard work to pay off.  4th graders and family, take a 
deep breath, put your feet up, and enjoy some sun-
shine.  Even superheroes need a break once in a 
while. ~Mrs. Thomas 

Mrs. Tucker’s 5th Grade 
Whew! We made it! While the 4th quarter definitely didn’t 
end as we had planned, 5th grade still had a lot of fun! In math 
we worked on designing and planning out a bakery which al-
lowed us to practice fractions. For reading we completed a 
novel study on Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick. For writing stu-
dents submitted some excellent opinion writing pieces. We 
rounded out the quarter with studying the original 13 colonies 
in social studies and states of matter in science. We finished 
strong with our 30 book challenge with our top reader logging 
71 books! Ms. Baird and I agree that the highlight of 4th quar-
ter was our group zoom meetings. We had a ton of fun playing 
games and completing various guided art projects. We want to 
send out a HUGE thank you to all parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, students, and even dogs/pets, for all of your help and 
support! Without your hard work and resilience this would not 
have gone as smoothly as it did. You are awesome! 
~ Ms. Baird, Mrs. Tucker, and the Class of 2027  

Have a Great Summer! 

School Resumes August  
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Elementary Classroom News 

Izzy practices her sight words.  See 
Mrs. Wrights reflection of distance 

learning experience on page 10. 

Mrs. Williams’ 2nd Grade 
Maya Angelou once said, “Do the best you can until you know 
better. Then when you know better, do better.” A couple of 
weeks into “Distance Learning” this quote fell into my lap, so 
to speak. Words are powerful. They can tear us down or 
pick us up and keep us moving forward. Maya’s words helped 
me keep moving forward. So did my second-grade students 
and their families. 

The first few weeks of distance learning in second-grade 
were B-U-M-P-Y. But thanks to some eager to help Youtu-
ber’s and helpful feedback from my students and their fab-
ulous parents we were able to smooth things out eventually. 
Over the past 9 weeks, second graders practiced essential 
math, reading, and writing skills by learning about Zoos and 
developing plans to create and open their very own zoo! Sec-
ond graders also kept writing notebooks giving them the 
opportunity to explore multiple ways of choosing a writing 
topic and recording small moments from their lives. 

We kept in touch through phone calls, zoom meetings, post-
ing Celebrations, Flat Teacher Adventures, and beautiful 
art projects on Padlet boards. It was through these ave-
nues that I was able to see that no matter what, second 
graders were thriving during this tumultuous time. 

The past 9 weeks were full of highs and lows and there is no 
doubt in my mind that we learn best when we are together. 
Learning is a process and we know it is happening when 
things feel bumpy and awkward. We often fear bumpy and 
awkward, thinking it means we are less than. We are not. 
That is what learning something new feels like. And it is a 
good thing.  I wish you all a safe and happy summer. I look 
forward to seeing each and every one of you in the fall.~ 
Mrs. Williams 

Mrs. Wright’s Kindergarten 
     

Mrs. Noble’s 1st Grade 
Fantastic First Graders have done a marvelous job partici-
pating in distance learning.  Every student has participated 
in some way.  First graders have answered more than 
100,000 Math and Language Arts questions on IXL this 
year!  These kiddos have amazing families, who have encour-
aged and managed their children’s learning.  Many families 
have had to juggle, work, home learning and normal house-
hold activities.  I am so grateful to all of these wonderful 
families for making their children’s learning a priority and 
for ensuring my weekly meetings with their kiddos hap-
pened.  I have thoroughly enjoyed seeing each student in 
their own environment.  We have shared pictures, videos 
and writing of our favorite places, favorite foods, favorite 
pets and favorite things to do.  In addition to doing fun Sci-
ence & Art projects first graders have completed Social 
Studies, Reading and Math activities.  I know that many of 

these families are commit-
ted to continuing learning 
over the summer!  I hope to 
get more videos this summer 
of these fantastic first 
graders having fun! ~Mrs. 
Noble 

Mrs. Langford’s 3rd Grade 
  We are SO proud of our 3rd graders and how hard 
they worked in school and at home this year. We made 
it to the end & this will definitely be a school year we’ll 
never forget! To make things even more exciting, Mrs. 
Langford went on maternity leave in May and had the 
responsibility of preparing Mrs. McLean to take over 
“distance teaching” for the end of the school year. 
  The best part of the school week was the opportunity 
we had to meet one-on-one with each student for our 
30 minute “Zoom” meetings each week. We were trying 
our best to maintain relationships from afar with stu-
dents who depended on seeing us. It brought us so 
much joy to see their faces and we were able to chat, 
laugh & speak with them about anything they wanted to 
talk about.  We had the pleasure of “virtually meeting” 
many of our student’s pets: a turtle, chinchilla, bunnies, 
horses, kittens, dogs, and chicks.  The one-on-one, 
face-to-face interaction was priceless. 
  Our biggest priority & focus during “distance learning” 
was the well-being of our students.  We had many roles 
to play to make this time away from each other a suc-
cess. "I’m a teacher. I'm a cheerleader. I'm building 
their confidence. I’m an anxiety-decreaser and the list 
goes on. I'm not just teaching them reading, writing, 
grammar and math.” We were incredibly impressed with 
their resilience & how positive they remained through-
out the transition from school to home.  Have a great 
summer!  ~ Mrs. Langford & Mrs. McLean 
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 Summer Events: 
June 16, Budget Hearing 

June 16, Board Meeting 

July 21, Board Meeting 

Aug. 18, Board Meeting 

Aug. 24, School Resumes   

Oh, The Places You’ll Go! 

Fly With Us! 
Several in-flight videos 
are posted on the Cove 
Drones YouTube Channel.  
Search “Cove Drones” on 
YouTube and see some 
flights. 

After 22 years 
serving the children 
of Cove, Kim Tally 

announced her 
retirement this 

year.  We will miss 
you Kim!  
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Math:  Would You Rather? That's a question that high school math students heard a lot this Spring. For example 
WYR have a stack of quarters as tall as you or $225. The math was straightforward but the students were learning to 
read word problems carefully, look for hidden information and assumptions and be able to communicate their ideas 
mathematically. They also planned shipping containers, designed small buildings and analyzed some of the multitude of 
statistics available. This Spring was not what we expected or wanted but I am very proud of my students who dug in & 
made the best of it. I miss seeing my students & am looking forward to next Fall back in the classroom. ~ Mrs. Murchi-
son 

 

Classroom News: Jr./Sr. High School 

May 7: Sidewalk Art: With social distancing restrictions, many students of all grade levels participated. 
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Counselor’s Corner: 

What a Spring…. Normally I am helping seniors with college 
applications, scholarship essays, interpreting financial aid 
offers, checking transcripts, working on May Day & Gradu-
ation and helping underclassmen decide on schedules for 
next year.  
2020 has me doing most of those things but much differ-
ently than “normal”. Our students have been put on a steep 
learning curve (as well as their instructors and parents) 
regarding communication and technology. Our seniors have 
been given a sneak preview into on-line classes that many 
colleges have been using for years. As they approached the 
end of their high school careers and started planning col-
lege they had many questions…. 
• Will a Pass grade affect my GPA - NO 
• Will a Pass affect me getting into college - No, colleg-

es know the changes to the grading for Spring 2020 & 
have made allowances. 

• What if I didn’t take the SAT or ACT yet 
- Colleges are also allowing students to be 
admitted without those scores…..IF they 
did take the tests already, the scores can 
be used to make up for other shortcomings 
in the application. 

If you have any questions about your student & 
how the grading this Spring will affect them, 
even if they are not a senior, please contact 
myself or Mr. Miles.   

       High School Principal’s Podium 
We concluded our school year with a unique and memorable graduation ceremony.  In many ways the 
graduation ceremony is a good example of what has been happening with our community, students, par-
ents and staff of Cove School this spring; we got lemons and chose to make lemonade.   
 
The challenges faced by our community and school this spring were overcome because we didn ’t allow 
them to define us.  We worked together to get meals to students and seniors, computers books and 
supplies to students and seek unique opportunities for teachers to connect with their students.  It was-
n't ideal and no one would want to do it again.  But working together we did the best we could with what we had with a 
focus on our children. 
 
Graduation was much the same way.  Early on in the school closure we began discussing options and quickly came up 
with several possible options.  Parents ordered student banners and placed them along the street.  They also orga-
nized a unique street-side Baccalaureate service for senior students.  A number of community people asked how they 
could help as well.  The Observer designed yard signs for senior students complete with the school logo and their pic-
ture.  Outdoor RV designed and donated large banners that were placed in front of the school and used for graduation 
honoring our seniors.  Pacific Empire Radio offered to pre-record, edit and broadcast the graduation making our 
unique “cars in the football field” graduation ceremony available for everyone.  Of course there are many others who 
jumped in to help with the many details that made this work.  That’s true for our graduation ceremony as well as eve-
rything else at school this spring.  Thank you all for helping make the lemonade.  ~ Mat Miles 

Junior High: Mr. Dressen 

Phew!  We made it.  I can say that I have never been more excited to start back IN MY CLASSROOM in the Fall. ( I 
miss my students.)  When we were asked to write an article for the newsletter this quarter, I quickly went to the 
dark side and could not figure out what to share.  Then the sunshine started to leak in and I began to focus on just 
how many students had the discipline, composure, and problem solving abilities to make this quarter a success.  There 
were many. 
My goal for 8th grade Brain Kinesthetics and 7th grade Technology was to find engaging and inspiring tasks.  I 
brought out the big guns for the first assignment and asked them to follow nine Youtube videos that described how to 
program a scrolling platform game (think Mario Brothers.)  This task became too difficult for most students quickly, 
and I had to find something else to do.  So each week they were given tasks from creating digital graffiti art to mak-
ing a Mother’s Day surprise. 
Learning from home is really difficult.  There are so many other things to do besides school work that it is easy to let 
it all slide.  Kudos to those students that stuck their nose to the grindstone and got it all done. Visit this web address 
to find a page that has many different projects that were completed by students this quarter. https://bit.ly/3esVlBp 
Thank you Cove families for all you do.  I am excited to see your faces--live and in person this next year. ~ Erich 
Dressen 

     Elli              Kelly                 Karia 

Top of their class!  Congratulations to our 
Valedictorians and Salutatorian for 2020!  Elli 
Hines-Dunlap and Kelly Winebrenner are co-

Valedictorians and Karia Weber is 
Salutatorian. 

Elli plans to attend Washington State University 
next fall to study nursing.  Kelly plans to go to 
Alaska this summer and work on a tender boat, 
and then is going to BMCC to study criminal 
justice. Kelly plans to then transfer to either 
Penn State or the University of Nebraska to 
major in forensic science.  Karia will attend EOU 
next year and plans to utilize her love of math to 
earn a PhD in mathematics and teach as a 
professor at a university. 

https://bit.ly/3esVlBp
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Teachers Reflect on 4th Quarter 
Mrs. Wright: Kindergarten 

It was Monday, March 16th. After spending the day filling out report cards the best I could with the information I 
had been able to gather before the unexpected early release for spring break, I turned out the lights of my kinder-
garten classroom to head home. For some reason I paused on the way out and looked back at the empty room, where 
just a few days earlier happy children had been working to build “sun shelters” for the critters they had made out 
of Ultra Violet beads. It was the culminating project of our weather unit, and sat in unfinished pieces along the 
counter. My heart hurt. As of yet, no decisions had been made by the state, but somehow I knew it. My 18 happy 
children would not be back in this classroom for kindergarten.  

After an extended Spring Break, I had a day in my room to gather everything my students might possibly need to 
continue their kindergarten year at home--school supplies like white boards, dry erase markers, pencils, paper. 
Thankfully, all kindergartners had an iPad and a little experience using an app called “Seesaw” where I could assign 
“activities” with pictures, videos and oral directions, and students could respond in like manner. If I had known this 
app was going to be our lifeline for the remainder of our school year, I would have spent more time teaching the 
children how to use it beforehand. But no matter. They were smart, their parents were supportive, and we would 
figure it out together. 

I set up a little classroom in my house with an iPad on a tripod as my most important tool. The first week was hard! 
There were lots of phone calls to parents as we worked out the technology bugs, but we moved forward and quickly 
fell into a routine. I sent daily “activities” to the children--phonics, reading, math, handwriting, and more. I record-
ed myself reading books for story time. For art, I guided the children in drawing an animal for every letter of the 
alphabet. For science, we planted pumpkin seeds and “dirt babies”, incubated chicken eggs and hatched 6 chicks. We 
had an egg drop contest, made giant bubbles and fizzy bottle rockets. We “zoomed” some so I could see who had 
lost a tooth, and get introduced to all the family pets. And to help kids stay connected to each other, we had a “kid 
of the day” who was chosen randomly to receive a greeting from all their classmates. Was it an adequate substitute 
for being in school? No. Not even close. But considering the circumstances, it was good. And for those who were 
able to fully participate, there were moments that were even great—full of laughter and love and fun. 

A huge thank you to my kindergarten parents, for their daily commitment and dedication to their child’s 
schooling. The children rocked at distance learning, but the parents were the true rock stars.  ~ Mrs. Wright  

Kindergarten Pics from the “stay-at-home” quarter 
 

1. Z is for Zebra! By Quinn Wadner  
2. Mrs. Wright holding up a chick to the camera so the kids could get a good look.  

3. Sadie Kelty showing Mrs. Wright her dirt baby. 
4.  Emmie Patton showing the teacher her work.  
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Zooming through 5th grade 

Basketball and 
Swimming Awards were 
Presented Individually 
by the Coaches with 

the help of the 
Leopard 

Ted McBride Brings Perspective to the Times 

As I reflect on the quarter and where I was at the beginning of this process, I come quickly to the realization that a 
lot has changed.  There is the obvious with all that has changed in the world (oh, my).  In me, there is now a new appre-
ciation for all I took for granted.  I long for social connections and relationships that is a strength of Cove School.   

There is all that hasn’t changed in rural Northeast Oregon, in spite of a global pandemic.  The graduation ceremony 
was a beautiful picture of how a small community can come together to honor 17 Seniors that have worked hard to 
complete their high school education and deserve a proper closure to this season of their lives.  The support from the 
board, administration, and staff to Pacific Empire Radio, parents and community was impressive.  What has change is 
my faith in the people, with which I work, to train young people and overcome major obstacles.  School is not a routine 
of tradition, it is a process of mutation and training for adolescents to become young adults.  It is a good day to be a 
Cove Leopard! 

I am changed and pleasantly surprised by effort of so many students in this Distance Learning experiment.  I saw no 
way for success at the end of Spring break.  Although progress was minimized and opportunities were limited, I would 
consider the year a success!  As one music teacher so eloquently noted as major, cancelled events passed on the calen-
dar, it was the journey and the process of getting ready for these events that he missed the most, not the events.  I 
believe many students have a new appetite for knowledge and a renewed appreciation for education.  

In the same way, a virus can be contagious and pass from person to person, it is my hope and prayer that a positive 
attitude, belief in God and my fellow man, and a little kindness will spread as a result of this isolation and separation.  I 
have witnessed a greater consideration for those around as we are try to maintain social distances in the market plac-
es.  I know the media is showing something different, but I believe the vast majority of people are working together 
to solve the issue at hand.  I have a renewed belief that it is going to be okay, once again. 

Yours in Song, ~ McB  

Teachers Reflect on 4th Quarter 

2nd Grade Art 
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New Cafeteria Opened in March 
 

Few even clearly remember the old portable building standing at the East end of the elementary building now that a 
beautiful and modern cafeteria  stands in its place.  The school took possession  of the building in Late March and 
has served over 26,000 meals over the past 2 months to students and community members during the pandemic 
emergency orders.  Completed on time and within budget, the cafeteria will not only serve student meals, but will 
provide a community space for board and budget meetings and is available for public rental.  The District is pleased 
to have completed this improvement project using only accumulated funds through careful savings realized over 
several years.  To complete such a project with no additional cost or tax to taxpayers is reflective of the attention 
to well-thought planning and fiscal values of the community.  

               June 1, 2019                  to                   June 1, 2020 


