
WESTFALL ELEMENTARY  
RETURN TO LEARN 2020-2021  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Why do families need to commit to nine weeks when making their learning model 
selection(s)? 
We understand the length of this commitment is difficult. Because we are working hard 
to ensure our Westfall Elementary teachers are delivering instruction in both models, we 
will have to make staffing adjustments to accommodate our families’ choices. It will be 
extremely difficult to accommodate changes once staffing and student assignments are 
determined. We will work with families on an individual basis to ensure extenuating 
circumstances are addressed. 
 
Do I need to buy all of the supplies listed on the class list? 
No, because of Covid-19 and the Hybrid Schedule we will use, the supply lists have 
been significantly reduced.  Some teachers may require additional supplies as the year 
progresses.  Here are examples of what students will need. (folders, colored pencils, 
highlighters, pencils, pens, pencil boxes, dry erase markers, earbuds or earphones, 
personal size sanitizer and kleenex) 
 
What will be done to support students with significant disabilities in these two 
learning models? 
Our Special Education Director and staff will be working diligently to create a safe 
learning environment (distance learning & hybrid), communicate with families, and 
maximize learning for our students. Additional communication will be sent to parents of 
special education students and special programming options will be considered as 
appropriate. We understand students in special populations require specialized support 
and additional information will be forthcoming. 

What will the hours of operation be in the hybrid model? 
Face-to-face days in the hybrid model will operate on normal school hours. The at-home 
days will more than likely end up having shorter engagement expectations. 

 



What will transportation look like for students in the hybrid model? Will all 
students previously in the busing zone still be able to ride a school bus? 

All students and bus drivers will be required to wear a mask while riding the bus. At this 
time we will transport two students per seat. Cleaning protocols will be implemented 
after each route is completed. 

Our goal is to continue transporting as many students as possible within safety 
guidelines. We will utilize the survey to determine need, and we will communicate with 
families as quickly as we can should busing not be available. We encourage parents 
who are able, to transport their children to school. 

What will the hours of operation be in the distance learning model? 
The distance learning model will operate within the normal school day hours, but 
student engagement times may vary slightly depending on grade level and learning 
activities for the day. We are still finalizing details with our teachers and official 
schedules will be shared at a later time. 
 
What  will my children be expected to do on the days they are not in school 
in-person?  
Everyday is a learning day, and students will be participating in educational activities 
either in their school building or from home. On days when they are not in the school 
building, students will check in with their teachers virtually and through Google 
Classroom. We are developing the expectations for students at each grade level. Some 
classes and lessons in grades K-5 will be able to be completed asynchronously, or at 
the student’s own pace. Curriculum through pre-recorded audio and video will be 
provided and students will be able to complete the work when they are able to receive 
assistance from parents/guardians.  Specifics will vary depending on the individual 
student’s building and classes in which they are enrolled. 

If students who are enrolled in in-person classes have to remain at home for an 
extended absence or quarantine, will they be able to participate in their classes?  
In the event a student cannot report to school in-person (such as an extended absence 
or quarantine), the student may continue learning and stay connected with their 
teachers and classrooms remotely and will not be recorded as absent. 

When will Chromebooks be distributed?  
Devices will be distributed on August 26 for online students only. (A schedule and 
details will be forthcoming for online pick up)  Group B students will get their 
Chromebook on August 27  and Group A will get their Chromebook on August 31. It will 
include a Chromebook, charger and a protective cover. If a hotspot is necessary, the kit 
will include the assigned hotspot. 



MEALS AND RECESS 
Will breakfast and lunch be available to students on days when they are not 
physically in the building? 
Yes. We will have a Grab & Go meal program like we did in the spring. Families in need 
will have the opportunity to receive meals for their school age students. More details will 
be shared closer to the start of school. 
 
How will lunch look in the hybrid model? 
Our goal is to keep the school experience as normal as possible for our students. Right 
now we are developing plans that will allow lunch to take place in the cafeteria.  We will 
implement social distancing during the lunch periods. Special health and safety 
protocols will be implemented for lunch purchasing, clean up, and entering/exiting the 
lunch spaces. 

How will recess look in the hybrid model? 
We know recess is very important and we are working to create safe ways to allow for 
play outside, which could include rotation stations to allow for social distancing on 
playground equipment.  
 

SAFETY AND CLEANING 

Are all students required to wear a mask? 
Yes, on August 4, 2020, Governor DeWine issued an order stating that students ages 3 
years and over are required by the State of Ohio to wear a mask in situations where 
social distancing is limited.  (ex. hallways, buses, cafe lines, etc.) Students will be able 
to remove their masks once social distancing is achieved (ex. seated at their desks, 
recess, gym/music class, etc.)  Please note, mask requirements will be part of the dress 
code for the 2020-2021 school year.  For more information about cloth face coverings 
for children during the COVID-19 pandemic, please visit Cloth Face Coverings for 
Children During COVID-19. 
 
How will you maintain proper physical distancing between people? 
Students and staff members will practice social distancing whenever possible. 
Classrooms will be reconfigured and hallway travel will be modified to maximize 
distancing as much as possible. Schedules will be modified to reduce transitions and 
limit the number of students each person comes in contact with daily. 

What cleaning protocols will be used to ensure students and staff are safe? 
We will use CDC and PCPH recommended disinfectants to clean, and we will increase 
the frequency of cleaning, especially in high traffic areas. Our cleaning protocols include 
wiping of surfaces in common spaces throughout the school day, disinfecting 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Cloth-Face-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Cloth-Face-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx


classrooms in an ongoing manner, and implementing a targeted cleaning routine in the 
evening. We will also use Wednesdays and Saturdays as deep cleaning days. 

What if my child cannot wear a mask for developmental or medical reasons? 
Westfall Local Schools recognizes that some students in grades PK-12, where masks 
are required, may not be able to wear a mask for developmental or medical reasons. In 
such instances, the district must receive a physician’s note. The superintendent will 
directly oversee the approval process for students and staff. The following article states 
any exemptions that will preclude students from wearing a face-covering  Governor 
DeWine has new order for schools, students will need to wear a mask. 

Will there be a health assessment of students before entering the school building 
each day? 
Yes. Each day parents will need to assess their children before school for the following 
symptoms: 

Fever or chills  Cough Loss of taste or smell 

 
Difficulty breathing   Fatigue Sore Throat 
 
Muscle or body aches Headache Nausea 
 
Congestion or runny nose Diarrhea Vomiting 
 
Students should stay home if they are experiencing any symptoms listed above or if 
they have a temperature of 100 degrees or higher.  Parents should notify the school 
nurse or school office immediately if someone in their family has tested positive for 
COVID-19. 
 
What happens if a student or staff tests positive for COVID-19 during the school 
year? 
If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, we will immediately contact the 
PCPH for guidance. PCPH may begin a regimen of contact tracing and may make a 
recommendation on whether a classroom or school building should be closed. We will 
follow these recommendations. 
 
Will parents be notified if there is a student or staff member who tests positive for 
COVID-19? 
Yes. We are working with the PCPH to identify a step-by-step process that includes 
notifying parents. 
 

https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/governor-dewine-has-new-order-for-schools-students-will-need-to-wear-a-mask
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/governor-dewine-has-new-order-for-schools-students-will-need-to-wear-a-mask


If a school building needs to be closed related to COVID-19 based on 
recommendations from PCPH, how will instruction happen? 
We will put protocols in place to move to online instruction temporarily should a 
classroom or the building need to close based on recommendations from the PCPH. 
 
Will students be using shared supplies in their classroom? 
Students will use their own supplies as much as possible. If shared supplies or 
equipment are necessary, those items will be sanitized in between uses. 

Will water fountain use be permitted?  
Drinking fountains will be disabled. 

How often will buses be cleaned and disinfected?  
Buses will be disinfected throughout the day and before and after each trip. 

 


