
 MANAGEMENT OF SUSPECTED OR CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID-19 AT SCHOOL 

Symptomatic Individuals 

If a student, teacher, staff person, etc. develops symptoms of COVID-19 while at school, that individual should be                  
immediately isolated away from others in a separate or partitioned room until they can be picked up/go home.                  
Symptomatic students should be picked up as quickly as possible by a parent or caregiver. Staff who are monitoring/                   
caring for ill students, teachers, staff, etc., until they are picked up or leave the building should be using appropriate                    
personal protective equipment, or PPE, (respirator/face mask, gown, gloves, and protective eyewear) in addition to               
maintaining social distancing as much as possible to minimize the risk of exposure. Hand hygiene should be performed                  
before and after all contact with the ill individual (CDC Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for                 
Healthcare Personnel during the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic, updated July 15,2020). 

If emergency transport is needed, inform responders that the individual is exhibiting signs and/or symptoms of                
COVID-19 so they can implement appropriate precautions. Areas of the building that were occupied by a person                 
exhibiting symptoms should be thoroughly sanitized.  

Positive/Suspected COVID Cases 

If a student, teacher, staff member, etc. is diagnosed with COVID-19, they should remain at home until the follow                   
criteria is met: 

a) If the student, teacher, staff member, etc. is not severely immunocompromised and/or has had mild to moderate                  
illness with COVID-19, they must be in isolation until: 

●  At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared, and 
● At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever reducing medications, and 
● Symptoms have improved. 

b) If the student, teacher, staff member, etc. is severely immunocompromised* and/or has had severe or critical illness                  
with COVID-19, they must be in isolation until: 

● At least 20 days have passed since symptoms first appeared, and 
● At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever reducing medications, and 
● Symptoms have improved. 

If the student, teacher, staff person, etc. has had a positive laboratory test for COVID-19 but has not had any                    
symptoms, they must be in isolation until: 

c) At least 10 days have passed since the date of the first positive COVID-19 diagnostic test, if they have not                     
developed symptoms since the positive test. If they develop symptoms, then the symptom-based strategy (outlined in                
a. and b. above) should be used.A test-based strategy is no longer recommended for most people to determine the end                    
of isolation. Schools are to report positive/suspected cases of COVID-19 to CCPH by calling (513) 735-8400. CCPH                 
will need the individual’s name, address, date of birth, phone number, and parent/guardian name (if applicable). 

(*The studies used to inform this guidance did not clearly define “severely immunocompromised.” For the purposes of this guidance, CDC used the following definition: Some conditions,                          
such as being on chemotherapy for cancer, being within one year out from receiving a hematopoietic stem cell or solid organ transplant, untreated HIV infection with CD4 T lymphocyte                             
count < 200, combined primary immunodeficiency disorder, and receipt of prednisone >20mg/day for more than 14 days, may cause a higher degree of immunocompromise and inform                          
decisions regarding the duration of Transmission-Based Precautions. Other factors, such as advanced age, diabetes mellitus, or end-stage renal disease, may pose a much lower degree                         
of immunocompromise and not clearly affect decisions about duration of Transmission-Based Precautions. Ultimately, the degree of immunocompromise for the patient is determined by                       
the treating provider, and preventive actions are tailored to each individual and situation.) 



  

  

  

Exposed Individuals (“Close Contacts”) 

If a student, caregiver, teacher, associated staff, volunteer, authorized visitor, etc. are aware that they have been in                  
close contact (defined as being within six feet for 15 minutes or more) to someone who has COVID-19, they should                    
remain at home and not come to school until 14 days have passed since their exposure. During their 14 day quarantine                     
period, they should monitor for signs and/or symptoms (as listed above) and seek care as indicated. 

Contact Tracing 

Contact tracing involves the identification of individuals who have been in close contact with someone who has been                  
diagnosed with COVID-19. A close contact is defined as being within six feet for 15 minutes or longer of a person with                      
COVID-19. Individuals who are identified as close contacts are required to quarantine at home for a period of 14 days                    
since the date of their last exposure. During the quarantine period, exposed persons should monitor for signs and                  
symptoms of illness, and check their temperature twice daily (once in the morning, and once in the afternoon). If an                    
exposed person should develop illness, they should follow up with their healthcare provider for evaluation. 

Individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 are considered to be infectious to other people beginning two days before, until                 
10 days after their symptoms started. 

● If a student, teacher, staff person, etc. diagnosed with COVID-19 has not been at school in the 48 hours (two                    
days) since their symptoms started (or since their positive test result if asymptomatic), contact tracing at school will not                   
be necessary. 
● If the student, teacher, staff person, etc. diagnosed with COVID-19 has been at school in the 48 hours (two                   
days) since their symptoms started (or since their positive test result if asymptomatic), contact tracing at school will be                   
required. 

CCPH will ask the school to assist in identifying all close contacts in the school setting, and to provide a line list of the                        
contacts with their name (and parent/caregiver name if the close contact is a minor), address and phone number so                   
that CCPH Staff can make notification and implement quarantine as appropriate. 

  

Under the CCPH guidance, teachers/school personnel are considered critical infrastructure personnel. In such the              
following will apply: 

● IF a staff member tests positive for COVID 19 – The staff member will not report to school and follow the return                      
protocols listed above. 
● IF a staff member is identified as a “close contact” – The staff member will report to school and perform their                     
assigned duties. The staff member must wear a mask at all times without breaks. Staff may be asked, based on their                     
assignment, to wear additional PPE. The staff member is required to take their temperature multiple times during the                  
school day, as well as ongoing monitoring for symptoms. This protocol will be followed for 14 days. 

  

 


