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Background 
& 

Key Dates 

 Background:  The declaration of the Covid-19 Pandemic in March 

2020 suspended on-campus school days and began a challenging 

journey for educators, parents, and students alike.  The unusual 

ending of the past school year and the continuing health/safety 

guidelines have resulted in a “new norm” for the 2020-2021 school 

session.  We developed this Return to School Plan after surveying 

our parents and employees.  Much prayer, and our analysis of 

options and available resources, went into the plan.  It is our intent 

to minimize health risks to our students, their families, and to our 

employees to the best extent possible.  Ultimately our faith, trust, 

and peace is in God’s faithfulness. 

 PreK-4 starts with virtual classes on Monday, August 24th     

(until 9/8/20 at which time the on-campus option begins) Daily 

student sign-in is required.   Note:  The NSECD program requires us 

to begin classes in August   

 K-8th starts Tuesday, September 8th (Mandatory Parent Contracts 

commit children to either on-campus or virtual off-campus classes 

for the initial 9 weeks; Daily student sign-in is required for virtual 

classes as is on-campus.   Note: an extension of the virtual option (for 

balance of first semester) is contingent upon the phase that is in 

effect at that time and HCA Administration judgement. 



Our Requests to 
Parents & Students 

 In this challenging environment for conducting school we 

realize that many of our parents and our personnel will be 

inconvenienced.  Please be patient as we work together 

through the additional steps required to accomplish 

routine procedures. 

 Be aware of, and plan for, the extended time it will take for 

morning drop off.  We must take students temperatures 

while still in the vehicle.  Students with fever (temperature 

of 100.4 degrees or higher) cannot remain on campus.  

Also, tardy students will have temp taken and wear a mask 

(3rd grade and higher) to enter front office. No exceptions. 

 All adults must wear face mask and have their temperature 

taken to enter the front office.  No exceptions. 

 Afternoon car line will also be slowed down as students 

will not be assembled in hallway prior to their name being 

called to report outside.   

 We must adhere to specified restrictions to minimize risk to 

you, your children, and our employees.  Thank you!  



Parent Survey 
Results 

 Two surveys were taken showing clear majority vote 

preferences for a delayed start date and for a virtual 

(off-campus) option to start the school year.   We will 

use that time to be better prepared! 

 85% of parent respondents chose 9/8/20 to start school 

 71% of parents wanted their children to utilize virtual 

learning at least for the first 9 weeks prior to coming on 

campus.  We will re-evaluate whether to extend that 

option for the second 9 weeks as we get close to the 

end of October. We will listen to current guidance from 

state and health officials.  Notices will be sent out to 

parents when we know more. 

 29% of parents wanted their children on campus.  This 

lower number of students on campus during Phase 2 

will enable us to comply with 6’ separation and other 

recommended  guidelines, thus minimizing risk. 



Campus Cleaning 
and Hygiene 

Protocol 

 

 

 

 

 

 All building interiors and contents are receiving a “deep 

cleaning” this summer along with other maintenance projects. 

 All buildings will receive a “sanitizing fogging process” prior to 

students arriving.  This process will continue nightly until Phase 4 

begins and weekly thereafter. 

 A large custodial staff has been brought in-house to provide 

greater control and standards going forward.  Custodians will be 

on campus cleaning and sanitizing during, and after, each school 

day.  Restrooms and high-touch areas will be sanitized regularly 

during each school day.  

 Hand sanitizer dispensers are being placed in every classroom 

and hallway on campus.  Students and staff will be expected to 

wash their hands with soap or sanitize them regularly. 

 Teachers will encourage all students to have self discipline in 

personal hygiene and to avoid physical contact with other 

students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Face Masks  
&  

Face Shields 

 Per state government and health officials:  Face Masks 

are required to be worn by students in grades 3rd 

through 8th while on campus.  Exceptions require a 

doctor’s excuse for extenuating health reasons 

 Guidelines suggest, but do NOT require students in 

grades PreK-4 through 2nd to wear face masks.  

 Parents are responsible to provide their 3rd-8th grade 

children with a face mask prior to bringing them to 

school each day.  We strongly recommend parents send an extra 

mask with each of their children to school daily. 

 In rare cases where a mask is damaged, soiled, or 

unusable for any reason, HCA will provide the student 

with a disposable mask. 

 Faculty members will be provided with clear face 

shields in addition to face masks. 



Minimizing Risk: 
Safety Protocol 
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 Phase 2 protocol includes taking the temperature of all 

people prior to entering any school building (temps of 

100.4 degrees or more will not be allowed to enter).  

Students’ and teachers’ desks will be at least 6’ apart.  

 During movement of students between rooms and/or 

buildings the teachers will enforce social distancing to the 

best extent possible. 

 Teachers desks will be equipped with a clear plexiglass 

screen on 3 sides to provide an additional safety barrier. 

 Student desks in grades PreK-4 through 5th grade will be 

equipped with a 3 sided cardboard shield to minimize 

potential sneeze or cough particles spreading. 

 No assemblies of greater than 25 people in any area. 

 De-centralizing of morning assembly, chapel, and car line 

student waiting areas will limit number of people in areas. 



Minimizing 
Risk: 

Safety Protocol 
Page 2 

 Meals will still be eaten in cafeteria while utilizing 

social distancing. 

  Lower elementary grade students’ outdoor recess will 

continue with social distancing enabled activities. 

 Grades 3rd-8th students will receive at least three (3) 

short breaks during each school day. This will enable 

them to remove their face masks outdoors (for fresh air) 

while maintaining 6’ separation. 

 P.E. classes will be limited to exercises and activities 

wherein student interaction or touching of common 

items will not take place.  Sanitizing of area and items 

will be done between groups. 

 Restroom trips will be done by class while maintaining  

6’ separation, max of 2 students in restroom at a time.  

Sanitizing between groups. 

 Front Office visitors will be required to wear a mask 

and have their temperature taken (and pass) to enter.   
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 Parents, or other non-essential visitors, will not be allowed 

inside classroom buildings until Phase 4 is activated. 

 If a student or teacher is sick, they are NOT to come to 

school.  Parents must not attempt to drop off a child with 

ANY illness symptoms as they will be required to 

immediately return to campus to pick them up. 

 Should a student display poor health symptoms after 

entering campus they will be isolated in the School Nurse’s 

office until a parent/guardian arrives.  Should an employee 

display poor health symptoms they will be sent home.  

Both will require a doctor’s excuse to return. 

 If subsequent medical diagnosis determines either a 

student or employee has tested positive for COVID-19 they 

must quarantine for 14 days.  Additional steps will be taken 

to determine if anyone was in their immediate presence 

(less than 6’ for more than 15 minutes) at which time they 

too must quarantine.  Both require a doctor’s excuse to 

return.  NOTE: Parents will NOT be notified of any COVID-19 

cases that occur on campus UNLESS their child was directly 

exposed to the infected person for previously stated space 

and time conditions. 



What happens after 
first 9 weeks of 

school? 

 HCA will continue to monitor state and health officials’ 

communications on COVID-19 and respond to minimize 

risks on campus. 

 Depending on phase level changes in the future, there 

will be different options available.  After consideration 

of what’s best for our school we will communicate our 

decisions to our parents as timely as possible. 

 We understand that some of our parents may still desire 

the virtual option through the end of the 1st semester.  

That option may likely be offered as we get to the end 

of the first 9 weeks.   

 Check our website and/or school app regularly for 

updates! 



HCA Employee 
Covid 19 
Protocol 

8.7.20 

 Scenario A:  If you are sick, stay home.   Notify administration 

immediately.  If symptoms are on Covid-19 list, contact doctor, get 

tested and stay home until results arrive, if positive self quarantine for 

total of 14 days.  Get doctor’s release before returning to work.  If test 

is negative, return to work with copy of test results. 

  Scenario B:  If a member of your immediate household develops 

Covid-19 symptoms, have them get medical attention and your 

household is to be tested.  Remain home with them until test results 

are received.   Notify administration immediately.   If any of you test 

positive, your family is to quarantine for total of 14 days.   If all tests 

are negative, you can return to school with a copy of the test results 

 Scenario C:  If a fellow employee or student in your class gets sick 

and ultimately test positive to Covid-19 notify Administration 

immediately.  No further action is required on your part as the criteria 

for exposure within 6’ for over 15 minutes would not have been 

reached.  

 Scenario D:  If a person in your social circles outside of school is 

tested positive and you were in their presence within the 6’ distance 

and for 15 or more minutes, you should get tested immediately.   

Notify Administration immediately.  Quarantine until test results are 

received and follow standard protocol above. 

 


