
On August 20th and 21st three meetings were held for the families of CCS students to review the 

basic plan for reopening our schools this fall, 2020.  While Ms. Durkee, Mrs. Meccariello, Mr. Kelly, 

and Dr. Crankshaw reviewed the plan through a series of informational slides, parents and caregivers 

took the opportunity to post questions in the chat feature of the Zoom meeting held.  Each 

question was considered, discussed among the leadership team, and is now posted here for 

informational purposes. 

1. Is it possible to change the cohort assignment?  

Not at this time. 

2. Any possibility for reconsideration or option for students to attend more days a week in 

person?  

Yes. However, we will move forward with the district's remote start, followed by the hybrid model as outlined in 

the district's plan (two days in-person). We will continually reflect, reassess, and readdress the effectiveness of the 

plan. As a result, it may be possible to consider an increase of in-person days per week for students. Safety first. 

3. Will the deadline for 100% remote (choice) be extended considering the change in school 

start date? Will parents be allowed to change their choice if they already completed the 

survey?  

Yes, the deadline is extended for 100% remote choice until September 1, 2020. Parents may change this 

preference at the end of each 10-week school period. 

4. Now that we found out we are 100% virtual until the beginning of October, will the children 

be in zoom classes Monday thru Friday and follow a typical in school day? If not, why not? 

They don't need to be split into cohorts now that no one will need to split up into groups.  

No, unfortunately. Students will be engaged in virtual instruction Monday through Friday. However, for the sake 

of consistency once we return to the hybrid model, each building will conduct its instructional day differently 

regarding video-conferencing ("Zooming") Elementary: All students will "Zoom" with regular core teachers 

Monday through Thursday according to the Reopening Plan; Junior-Senior High: Cohort A will "Zoom" with 

teachers Monday and Wednesday, while Cohort B will "Zoom with teachers on Tuesday and Thursday. Friday 

for all students will consist of various virtual activities to enhance, enrich, expand, or pre-teach/re-teach instruction 

according to the academic continuity plan. 

5. What is Cohort B doing on the first day of school 9/9?  

The "first day" of hybrid instruction (October 5) will include a daily meeting, using face-to-face videoconferencing, 

at which time attendance will be taken, but all students in cohort B will be expected to engage virtually the first 

day. 

6. If we opt for 100% choice remote learning, how is that different from the remote learning 

plan for other students? Is it "less" than for students who choose hybrid? Will grading be 

different for students in "remote choice" vs. remote?  

Families choosing 100% choice remote instruction will not benefit from in-person learning until they wish to opt in 

to in-person learning ("open-enrollment" every 10 weeks). It is the goal of the district to assure every student the 



guarantee of instruction that contains the same standards and opportunities to learn those standards. Every effort 

will be made to offer this 100% remotely. 

7. Is it possible for a parent who chooses for their children to return to Hybrid instruction to 

change to 100% remote if they don't feel comfortable after their child returns?  

Yes. at each 10-week (quarterly) period. 

8. Will students who choose remote instruction be allowed to attend school functions?  

Yes. 

9. How will attendance be counted?  

Attendance will be taken each day for each student. ES will take attendance 2x per day; JSHS will take 

attendance each period. 

10. What happens if children cannot attend "live" remote meetings?  

Through attendance, teachers will note this. A follow-up phone call will be made to offer help to the student 

and/or family based on the reason provided. 

11. Will there be repercussions for students who are unable to attend daily meetings (on their 

remote days) due to lack of tech savvy supervision? 

Repercussions will not be our model of response to a student's inability to attend daily meetings. However, daily 

attendance is the expectation, and attendance, both virtual and remote, is compulsory. Each school will do its 

utmost to understand student learning situations with clarity, compassion, and communication. It is the 

requirement of the New York State Education Department and the United States Federal Government for 

students of compulsory age to attend school and receive some form of instruction each day of the 180-day 

requirement in the district's calendar. 

12. How will my child be graded this semester? 

Grading procedures is specific to each building but will be consistent within each grade and school. 

13. How will students be assessed?  

Assessment will be at regular intervals in instruction, as usual. Benchmark tests will be given as soon as 

practicable in the areas of K-8 ELA and Math (NWEA and DIBELS). 

14. Will there be support for students struggling with online learning?  

Yes. Specifically, through the assistance of a student's teacher and/or support staff. A full complement of 

Academic Intervention Services is available. 

15. How will the social/emotional health of students be prioritized?  

Students at each grade level will receive support through classroom programs, but also targeted support whenever 

needed (parent/teacher referral). Counseling department is leading targeted professional development to teachers 

and staff for "what to look for" and "how to support" students during this period of COVID-19 trauma. 



Unrealistic expectations on students and their families will be avoided. Please see ihe CCS Reopening Plan for 

more information. 

16. How will you keep masks on students in the classroom? 

Teachers are specifically trained and expert in matters of student behavior in classrooms. A progressive set of 

reminders based on situational understanding by the staff member will be given, followed by principal intervention, 

which may include parent contact. Last resort may include accommodating the student in a COVID-19 isolation 

room for a period of time, or send home from school until compliance can be agreed upon. 

17. How many students will be in a classroom?  

Generally, 10-12 students per classroom. Depending upon the actual square footage of the classroom at hand, a 

different location may be necessary for larger cohort breakouts of students. 

18. What changes will be implemented in PE (in person learning)? 

PE curriculum will be offered differently in remote instruction than in-person instruction. In-person instruction 

will follow a consistent model of expectations as determined at each building level. All PE grades during remote 

and hybrid instruction will be pass/fail. 

19. Will technology be provided for all students?  

Yes. Computer devices will be provided to each student as a rule. In the case of a 1-to-1 temporary computer device 

shortage, the district will still provide a computer device to any student who needs it.  There is a supply shortage 

(nationally) of Chrome Books related to the manufacturer’s inability to supply the nation’s demand for that 

particular device.  CCS Information Technology will use alternative computer brands, in some cases, until our 

order can be filled. 

20. How is virtual learning supposed to work with multiple children at home? I only have a 

tablet used for cell service (not hot spot or Wi-Fi)?  

Computer devices will be provided for each student who needs one. Also, if necessary, a hot spot may be provided 

as soon as possible once a request is made through your child’s teacher or directly through the principal’s office. 

21. How can families sign up for a school provided hotspot?  

Please call your school building’s main office for the application form for a district hot spot. Please understand that 

one must have robust cell service in the home for a hot spot to work there. 

22. Will the school provide tutors if requested? If not, will they provide a list of tutors or 

organizations offering tutoring?  

The district will not offer tutoring but can offer names of persons offering tutoring services. Please consult your 

student's teacher or counselor with questions related to tutoring. 

23. What changes will be made to the drop off and pick up process at both buildings?  

The district is currently assisting each building with a plan. Both parts of the process will be staggered and slower 

to maximize physical distancing.  These specific plans will be communicated through your child’s principal. 



24. What are the "noticeable" changes my student will encounter when they are in the building?  

A video will be prepared by each building to illustrate the changes to the facilities and how movement and daily 

routines are impacted by safety assurances put in place (hallway flow, classroom set-up, school schedules, 

arrival/dismissal, physical health routines and expectations). 

25. How will school day appointments be handled? Are students allowed to leave and come 

back?  

Visitors will be allowed only by appointment, only after passing the district's COVID-19 screening protocol, and 

with a purpose that cannot be addressed remotely. Students will be allowed to return to school after moving through 

the screening process again and having their temperature taken. 

26. Will there be procedures/restrictions for parent drop-offs and parent pick up of students 

and items?  

Yes. These will be communicated in advance of October 5, 2020 - the return date to school via the hybrid model 

27. Please address more about COVID symptoms and testing. Will students need negative 

COVID tests to return to school after an illness, whether cold, flu or stomach bug? Will a 

child need a COVID test every time they throw up or have a runny nose?  

Typically, and uniformly, yes. Students would need a negative COVID-19 test in order to return to school after 

an illness if symptoms related to those attributed to COVID-19 are shown. While common sense and typical 

expert nursing decisions useful during a non-COVID-19 pandemic will and should be utilized, the district will 

err on the side of caution, always, adhering to guidance of our county's public health department, which calls for 

isolation during symptoms, absence from school, and/or COVID-19 testing. Please see the "Testing and Contact 

Tracing" document attached to the Reopening Plan. 

28. Is the nasal swab the only option for COVID test?  

The school district will not be testing for COVID-19 and will refer students to the family's choice medical adviser 

in order to make decisions on the type of testing or methodology of testing necessary. 

29. Will CCS be implementing random testing?  

No. Not currently. 

30. What happens if there is a positive COVID case in the District, building, or classroom? How 

will that be communicated to families?  

All safety protocols will be followed. The Department of Health will assist the school district in its decision. Data 

will be reported generically and contact tracing will commence. Please see CCSD Reopening Plan for answers to 

specific questions. 

31. What signs/symptoms would cause a child to be sent home? What will that look like? Do all 

children in the family have to go home and stay home if one is sick? 

Please see symptoms outlined in the CCSD Reopening Plan and in the District's screening protocol. All children 

related to the affected student will need to be isolated, sent home, and tested for COVID-19. 



32. Can we still have medication given to a student by the nurse? 

Yes. 

33. Will each desk have a physical barrier to protect students? If not, are parents able to supply 

one for their students?  

No, desk barriers will not be provided. The district may consider the use of a barrier of clear polycarbonate that is 

provided by the family. Barriers are closely prescribed by the NYS and County Fire Code Enforcement Rules by 

which the district must abide.  Alternatively, CCS instruction has benefitted for many years by the use of portable 

desk-carrel partitions, which may be used whenever warranted. 

34. Will you consider lifting the fee on school lunch payments online to encourage more parents 

to pay electronically? 

No, unfortunately. This fee allows the district to pay the per-transaction fee charged for credit card purchases. 

35. Will there be a monitor on all busses?  

Yes. 

36. How will students funnel through the trailer/tent? 

At the time of this FAQ document (8/25/20) the district will not utilize trailers.  However, plans have been 

made to route all students through a safe entrance in each building equipped with temperature-testing equipment.  

Our use of tents is awaiting approval from the New York State Education Department. Students will move 1 

person at a time through the ingress and egress, which will be clearly marked. Students who are required to be 

detained due to temperature will be briefly held, re-evaluated, and either proceed into the building or wait in an 

isolation area until a parent/family member can pick-up. 

37. Can homeschool students get school meals? 

Yes.  Simply contact the CCS food service department and they will be provided either at the full cost established 

by the district or, for students qualifying for free or reduced meals, at the approved free or reduced price. 

38. If a family gets a doctor note for no mask? 

Each specific request related to face coverings should be directed first through the office of the school nurse. 

 


