
 Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Education 
Ridgeland School District 122, Cook County, Illinois 

Held at District Office, Board Room 
6500 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

 
July 27, 2011 

 

1.)  The meeting was called to order by the President at 6:45 p.m. 
 
2.)  The Pledge of Allegiance was said and the Mission Statement was read. 
 

It was moved by Member Wendt and seconded by Member Sawicki that Member Niceforo be elected 
Secretary Pro Tempore.  There being no objection to the motion, all members present voted “AYE”.  
The motion carried 4-0-0-3. 

 
3.)  Roll Call  

Present:  President Sodaro, Member Sawicki, Member Wendt, Member Niceforo 
Absent:  Vice President Landingham, Secretary Werner, Member Pulver 
Also Present:  Tom Smyth, Superintendent 

 Eric Trimberger, Assistant Superintendent 
 

4.)  Comments from Visitors Regarding School or Agenda Items and Petitions 
 

No visitors requested to address the Board. 
 

5.)  Unfinished Business ► 
 

a.)  Options for Restructuring Referendum Bond Payments 
 
The Board of Education heard a presentation from John Repsholdt, Financial Advisor, Tom Chapman, 
Managing Director for Public Finance at Raymond James & Associates, Inc., and Erin Bartholomy, 
Partner at Chapman & Cutler LLP regarding the options available to the Board of Education to 
restructure the bond payments issued from the 2000 Building Bond Referendum. 
 
Attached to the minutes is a copy of the presentation.   
 

6.)  Comments from Visitors on New Business 
 

No visitors requested to address the Board. 
 

7.)  Comments from Board Members 
 

No comments from Board Members. 
 
8.)  Closed Session Topic(s) Allowed Under the Illinois Open Meetings Act* (if needed) 
 

N/A 
 
9.)  Possible Action After Closed Session 
 

N/A 
 



 2
10.)  Future Business 

August 3,4,5 Registration 
August 9 New Teacher Orientation 

August 11 Policy/ Finance Committee Meetings 
August 16 Teacher Institute 
August 17 Student 1st Day – 1 Hour 
August 18 Student 2nd Day – Half Day 

 Board of Education Meeting – District Office 
August 19 Student 3rd Day – Full Day 

  
 

11.)  Adjournment   
 

It was moved by President Sodaro and seconded by Member Wendt that the meeting be adjourned.  
There being no objection to the motion, all members present voted “AYE”.  The motion carried 4-0-0-
3.  The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
 

► Routine business/ action items in these categories will be taken up under the consent agenda unless a member of the Board 
requests that a particular item(s) be removed from the consent agenda for further discussion and/or to record a dissenting vote. 
 

* A concise Closed Session for topic(s) allowed under the Illinois Open Meetings Act may be held prior to action on the remainder of the agenda.  
The topic(s) to be discussed will be included in the motion to go into Closed Session.  No votes or other business will be discussed while in 
Closed Session.  When the Board comes out of Closed Session, action can and may be taken. 

 
 
 
 

   
President, Board of Education  Secretary, Board of Education 
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