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RE-OPENING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 

 

Will there be informational meetings for parents regarding the reopening? 

Yes, we held several parent meetings (August 19th 10am and 12:30pm and August 20th via Zoom) and 

presented our re-opening plan at the August 10th BOE meeting.  The August 20th Zoom meeting was 

recorded and is posted on the Re-Opening page of our website. 

 

How can parents learn to use Google Classroom? 

There will be an open Zoom parent training on September 3rd @ 4:30 pm.  This session will also be 

recorded and posted to our website for parent to access at a later date. 

 
Will the start/end time of school remain the same?  

The school start time and end time will remain the same for the 2020-21 school year.  Entry into the 

building will start at 7:40am at both the SPC and Freeman St entrances.  Homeroom will start at 7:53am.  

Afternoon dismissal will be at 3:05 pm, however the elementary classes will start a staggered release at 

3:00 pm. 

Will music, art, and physical education classes still be offered?  

YES!  There are some additional guidance measures we need to comply with, but all special area classes 

will be offered with some modifications.  Music classes will be offered in small group settings and chorus 

will be held in larger spaces such as the SPC and cafeteria in order to adequately social distance.  Low/ 

no contact units will be prioritized in physical education classes to start the year and classes will be held 

outside weather permitting.  Shared materials in art class will be disinfected when classes cannot be 

cohorted. 

Will masks be mandatory?  

YES!  To minimize the spread of any airborne illness, everyone will be required to wear an appropriate 

face covering as they ride the bus and travel throughout the facility.  Students and staff may be allowed to 

remove their mask when they are seated in their classroom and socially distanced from others.  There 

may be circumstances (specific classroom activities or teacher request) when students will need to wear 

their mask in their seats.   

Will our kids be allowed to eat in the cafeteria at the same table as their friends?  

YES.  In order to meet DOH guidelines, students may choose their seat from the designated areas.  

Students will sit in a zig-zag pattern, socially distanced from their neighbor.  Students may remove their 

masks once they are seated at their table.  Students in grades 7-12 will eat lunch in the cafeteria.  Grades 

K-6 will eat lunch in their classrooms.  We will assess and monitor space and make adjustments as 

needed. 

Will they have access to their lockers (being mere inches apart) or will they need to carry all supplies with 

them throughout the day?  

Students will be issued lockers.  Lockers have been assigned every other unit to increase the distance 

between neighbors.  Students are strongly encouraged to use their locker throughout the day as they will 

not be allowed to carry a backpack.  Students may submit a request for a 2nd locker through the guidance 

office. 
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What will remote learning look like?  

Students who choose a remote learning instructional model will be required to engage in all their 

scheduled classes for the day to received full attendance.  Teachers will determine check in activities for 

each class.  Students will access daily class materials using Google Classroom and submit assignment 

by scheduled due date.  Student will be responsible to adhering to each teachers grading policy.  More 

details regarding our remote plan is available on Re-Opening page of our website. 

What will Open House, Meet the Teacher night look like this year? 

Teachers will post to their Google Classroom a video outlining their procedures and expectations for their 

individual classes by 3pm on September 3rd.  Parents will be able to interface with the teachers virtually 

from 5:00 -7:00 pm September 9th as our Open House /Meet the Teacher night. 

My situation has changed and I need to change my selection for instructional delivery, how do I do that? 

In our original survey, we asked parents to commit to an instructional learning plan for the Fall 2020 for 

ten weeks.  Understanding that our plan was not fully developed at time of commitment, families can 

contact their building principal before September 1st to make a change for the start of school.  After 

September 1st, any changes will be made on a case by case basis through their building principal. 

If a student attends remotely, will they be eligible to participate in sports? 
YES.  However, if additional transportation is needed, it will be the family’s responsibility to transport to 
the school. 
 
How can we ensure the safety of the staff and kids when symptoms can lay dormant for the first 10 days 

of being infected? 

The development of our Re-Opening plan is in alignment with the guidance from the Department of 

Health (DOH), Center for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), and New York State Education 

Department (NYSED).  We have established additional protocols to our daily routine to minimize the risk 

of exposure to our students and staff.  A successful re-opening will require compliance by everyone.  

Students and families that have circumstances that make them more vulnerable have the option for a 

remote instructional model.  Each family is encourage to choose the option that best meets their family’s 

needs and risk level.    

When and how often will classrooms be disinfected? 

Classrooms will be cleaned and disinfected nightly.  During the day, classrooms being utilized by multiple 

grade levels (cohorts) will be disinfected by school staff between each class.  High touch surfaces and 

common areas will also be disinfected periodically throughout the day.  Students are encourage to wash 

their hands frequently throughout the day  

Will Amish students be allowed on buses with non-Amish students at the same time?  

To the extent practicable, yes.  Most bus runs will not mix Amish and non-Amish students.  All students, 

including Amish will be required to complete a daily health screen, pass a thermal check on the bus, and 

wear a mask.  Amish families will complete their daily health screen using a paper form that they will hand 

the driver.  These expectations have been communicated to the Amish Superintendent to pass on to their 

families.  These measures are being implemented to keep our community safe. 

What is the contingency plan if we are forced to shut down in a few weeks? 

If circumstances arise and we need to shut down or pivot to a remote learning model, parents and 

families will be notified through our automated call system.  If we are able to notify families 12 hours or 
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more before the next school day, we will immediately implement a remote instructional model.  If the 

decision is made less than 12 hours we will implement an emergency closure day and more information 

will be disseminated through our automated call system, website, and Facebook regarding next steps. 

Will water bottles be allowed? 

YES.  Additional non-touch bottle fillers have been installed for student access throughout the building.  

Students may bring clear refillable bottles for use throughout the school day. 

Where do walkers enter the building? 

Walkers can enter the building at either the SPC or Freeman Street door entrance. 

Is there morning jog?   

No, unfortunately at this time morning jog is not available due to current guidelines.  We will continue to 

monitor our environment and adjust as guidance allows. 

Where do students go upon entering the building? 

Grades 7-12 may grab breakfast from the cafeteria then proceed to homeroom.  Grades PK-6 should 

proceed to their class as they enter the building.  Any student wanting breakfast will be escorted to the 

cafeteria. 

Where do student drivers enter the building? 

Student drivers should enter the building at the SPC entrance. 

If my child is sick, can they work remotely for the day? 

If a child is sick, they should stay home.  At this time, in accordance with board policy, students will be 

marked absent if they do not attend school.  However, if they are well enough to engage in the classroom 

remotely, they will be encouraged to do so.  The district will continue to monitor attendance and based on 

trends, may make temporary modifications to its policy.   

Are students allowed to bring hand sanitizer with them? 

Hand santizer dispensers have been installed at building entrances and high traffic areas (cafeteria, 

SPC).  In addition, each classroom has a hand sanitizer, extra masks, and disinfectant cleaner.  It is not 

necessary for students to bring their own supply. 

What if I don’t want my child exposed to hand sanitizer? 

If you do not want your student to use hand sanitizer, you may submit a note to the health office.  In 

addition, we encourage you to educate your child not to use the hand sanitizer stations located 

throughout the building. 

When will school schedules be available to hand out? 

School schedules will be available by August 28, 2020.   

Is my Vo-Tech student still required to sit in a classroom in the Clymer School when his/her BOCES class 

is on a remote day? 

No.  Due to BOCES implementing a hybrid model, student that normally would attend a Vo-TECH 

program on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday may complete their remote work at home.  These students 

will be required to attend Clymer in person classes (half day) as they normally would 5 days per week, if 

they chose an in-person instructional model. 
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Will paper based materials be available for those students working on a remote model? 

Utilization of Google Classroom moves us toward a paperless classroom.  There will be exceptions to this 

model, especially in grade K-3.  Any special accommodation regarding paper resources can be made 

through the classroom teacher and/or building principal. 

When will devices be available for pick up for remote learners? 

Devices for remote learners can be picked up Thursday September 3rd from 12 -3 pm at the SPC 

entrance. 

 


